
The	Underhill	family	in	Indonesisa	
Scorpions,	Curses,	and	the	power	of	the	Gospel	

 
Thank you for praying for Holly, Eli, and Annie and their VBS 
team.  They did three day VBS programs in 2 different villages 
as well as 4 evening evangelistic services, a pastor/teacher 
seminar, and a ladies gathering.  They had been told to expect 
about 40 children in all but each day the attendance grew to 
include many children who are not allowed by their families to 
attend Sunday school.  Pray for the seeds of the Gospel that 
were sown in the 90+ children who attended.  The theme was 
"Christ has Power over All - we do not need to be afraid".  This 
was extremely fitting as prior to their arrival there had been a 3-
day ceremony in the first village to consecrate a new idol-
worship hut.  The children had seen Satan at work before their eyes during the rituals and ceremonies carried 
out.  When asked what they feared most they all answered, "ghosts".  To westerners this might bring a smile to 
our face, but in areas where people still live and work under the forces of evil and darkness, ghosts and curses 
and demonic rituals are a part of daily life for these children.  Using the children as actors, Holly dramatized the 
story of Paul's conversion and later of Paul being used by God to cast out the evil spirit from the possessed girl. 
She had frank conversation with the children that demons  are real and active in this broken world, BUT 
"greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world".  This was the ending memory verse and "Teacher 
Holly" unknowingly walked right in and tested it before the whole village........	

 
It started out as an innocent trip to the river to cool off after a long hot day.  Several 
village women hopped in our car and we headed down the muddy road.  Suddenly they 
shouted, "We get out here!  Ibu Holly you drive down the road and find a way to turn 
around".  Out they scrambled and I made my way down the narrow, muddy, rutted road 
with little success in finding a safe spot to turn around.  I entered the next village, 
passing the idol-worship hut (photo above) before finding a spot wide enough to get 
turned around.  Winding my way back to the river path, I stopped and took this photo 
for you all!  The next day after moving to the second village, the reason all those 
women bailed out of my car came to light....this was a newly built idol hut and had been 
freshly consecrated that weekend at the ceremony.  The village had then been "sealed 
off" from outsiders for 7 days.  Any outsider entering would receive as penalty a 
"spiritual ritual punishment".  All those village women knew this and were afraid to 

enter, but along comes Holly and drives right in, stops to take a photo, and keeps on going!  The funny thing is 
that as I talked to the children, I said that I believe in ghosts and spirits and satan, but I am not afraid because 
the Holy Spirit in me is WAAAY stronger than satan.  Unknowingly I walked right into his territory and walked 
away unscathed.  I have to wonder how many people were watching to see if I would suddenly become ill or in 
any way be harmed by the darkness I walked right through.  We pray that God used it to bring to life even more 
than a drama can, just how real our faith in God can be in the midst of the powers of darkness at work in this 
world.	

 
Dramatizing the Bible 
stories each day 
brought them to life 
before the children.  
Little children, you 
are from God and 
have overcome them, 
for he who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world. I John 4:4	

Annie and Eli 
worked right 
alongside the team 
of Bible college 
students to bring 
lots of smiles to 
lots of faces.  The second church (photo above) 
had a dirt floor which attracted chickens, flies, and 
dogs and made us very glad to be able to cool off in 
the river at the end of the day!	



 
 
 
 
Eli cooling off in the river with teammates Wijaya and Eva	
 
 
 
 

Our pastor/Sunday school training seminars this month focused on us as 
examples to the children.  Children learn most from what they see us 
DOING more than what we say.  In a church culture that tends toward 
legalism, this is not a popular topic, but we pray that we all have hearts for 
the Gospel to first be at work in us before we take it to others.  Each month 
we have a sharing and prayer time and God is allowing us to see fruit of changed hearts and lives.  We covet 
your prayers for these seminars and for the lives that are being impacted so that they can go forth and impact 
others.  
 
Prayer & Praises 
 
Thank God for some financial gifts that came in this past month helping us out with our shortages.  God is 
faithful to provide in our times of need and helping our faith to grow. 
 
We are incredibly thankful for a few days to rest as a family from the constant travel and ministry the last three 
months.  We are savoring every moment!! 
 
We have received an invitation to bring our seminars and Sunday school curriculum to another island in 
October.  Pray for wisdom and leading as we make plans.  Ironically this is one of the more Gospel-resistant 
islands so the kingdom impact of bringing in a Gospel-centered curriculum for workers could have far-reaching 
results. 
 
Continue to pray for leading for our family.  Our man-made plan is to continue our trainings so that every 
church in our area has access to trainings and the Sunday school curriculum before we leave on furlough in 
May 2018. We also have just begun writing Bible study curriculum for both the ladies and men's Bible study 
groups to be distributed to pastors.  We are asking God for funding to allow us to finish this term strong.  We 
hold our plans out to God and ask for Him to guide us in His plan and for Him to provide for each part of that 
plan as we continue to walk in faith.  
 
Thank you for your prayers for safety, humor, strength, and protection as we live as lights here In Indonesia. 
The photo below is a little guest that Holly almost grabbed onto when reaching to pick up Annie's backpack 
from the floor of the room they were sleeping in.  Thankfully it was their last night there - from what I hear no-
one has ever packed their bags faster than Holly that day!! As her hostess scooped it up and took it outside 
she said, "Even if you got bit, It wouldn't kill you, you would just be sick for a very long time!" Very comforting!	
	
 
Happy 4th of July to you and Happy Birthday to Annie who turned 8 this week! 
Thank you for your prayers and for your faithfulness as our team! 
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