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The sermon 

Intro 

Our church mission statement reads: “We exist to glorify God by building a community that is growing in 

Christlikeness and making new disciples.” This morning our focus is Christian community in the local church. 

Last week we learned about killing sin and putting on godliness. Things like compassion for one another, kindness 

towards one another, bearing with one another, forgiving one another. And love.  

The community built by God that grows in godliness and mission is built on love. John highlights the necessity of love.  

READ PASSAGE 

BIG IDEA: We’re saved to love one another in the local church. 

Body 

Point 1: My love for other Christians proves I’m saved (4:7-8) 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. – 4:7 

John urges this unidentified Christian community to love one another. They’ve had problems with false believers who’ve 

left the church. 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they 

went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. – 1 John 2:19 

These false believers claimed to be sinless (1 John 1:8, 10). They didn’t believe Jesus was the Christ (1 John 2:22). They 

didn’t believe the Son of God came into the world (1 John 4:2). John called them children of the devil (1 John 3:8). Their 

lack of love for Christians gave them away (1 John 3:10).  

These false believers caused problems in the church. Perhaps some embraced their lifestyle and their teachings while 

others rejected them? So the church was divided over one’s response to these false believers. Regardless, love for one 

another was an issue. 

There’s nothing wrong with loving people outside the church. But John’s concern in this passage is 100% about love 

within the church. So I’m going to apply it like John did: life inside the church. My focus is our interaction with one 

another. 

The litmus test 

How can I know if a person is a Christian? Answer number one is I can tell a person is a Christian if they love other 

Christians. Why? Because “love is from God.” The proof that a person is born again (“born of God”) is that they love 

their fellow Christians. When God indwells the heart of a sinner, God’s love enters our heart. So we become loving 

people. If a person has truly been born again, they will love Christians.  

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. – 1 John 4:8 

The flip side is if love is lacking for fellow Christians, the person can’t possibly know God. To “know God” is to have a 

personal, saving relationship with God. The person who knows God is the person who has trusted in Christ and repented 

of their sins and been born again. John is black and white, cut and dry.  

The person who fails to love Christians can’t be a Christian “because God is love.” Again, if “God is love” and God 

indwells the believer, true belief results in love.  
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John defines who is and who isn’t a Christian because false believers had infiltrated the church.  

“God is love” 

What does it mean that “God is love”? Because “God is love,” everything God does is loving. Because “God is love,” 

God never acts in an unloving way. God can’t act against who he is. So everything God does is loving. 

Now God isn’t just love. God is holy. God is good. God is just. God is wise. He’s all of these. Every action God ever does 

is simultaneously loving, holy, good, just, wise. I’ll let you meditate on the implications of that. But God always acts in a 

loving way. Because God can’t act against his nature.  

So what is love? 

Love is commitment. “to death do us part…in sickness and in health.” “Love is patient…Love bears all things…endures 

all things” (1 Cor 13:4, 7). Love is affection. We grieve when they suffer. We rejoice when they thrive. Our heart is 

moved to compassion. Love is action. “Love is…kind” (1 Cor 13:4).  

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love 

abide in him?  18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. – 1 John 3:17-18 

We love what we treasure. If our heart’s captured by the love of money, we serve money. Money consumes our life. If we 

treasure God, we serve God. God consumes our life.  

If we love a person we treasure them, we value them. So we act for them. 

Application 

Back to John’s claim. Our love for fellow Christians proves we’re saved. Are you struggling with assurance of salvation? 

Ask yourself, do I love my fellow Christians? 

Word of caution. We’re not saved by acts of love. Rather, we love because the God who is love has entered our heart. 

Love doesn’t earn salvation. Love is an effect of salvation. Love doesn’t earn salvation. Love proves salvation has 

happened. 

 

Point 2: God loved me by sending Jesus to die in my place (4:9-10) 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. – 4:9 

“manifest” means revealed, made known. “among us” = among the apostles who lived with Jesus. 

God’s love was happening when the Father sent the Son into the world.  

Why did the Father send Jesus? “so that we might live through him” = life comes to the sinner through Jesus. Eternal life 

in the coming kingdom of God. An immortal body that can’t be separated from the soul. 

“newness of life” (Rom 6:4) today. Rescue from the bondage of sin such that we can make spiritual progress, like loving 

one another.  

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. – 

4:10 

God’s love was flowing when Jesus went to the cross. But Jesus didn’t go to the cross because we loved God. No, we 

were God’s enemies, not lovers of God. God loved us rebels! 
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“propitiation” means God takes sin seriously. Every sin ever committed must be punished because God is holy. Either 

Jesus has taken our sins away on the cross or we’ll take the punishment ourselves in hell. The idea is appeasement. The 

Father’s wrath against our sins is satisfied by Jesus’ death on the cross.  

Jesus was a sinless, unblemished sacrifice worthy to remove the guilt our sins created. 

Application 

God loves. God’s love acts.  

From God we learn that: 

1. Love serves. 

The Father and the Son acted to help the needy: us.  

2. Love sacrifices. 

Jesus gave up his heavenly glory to become a man. The Father gave up what he loved deeply (the Son) for our good. 

3. Love suffers. 

Love for us cost Jesus.  

Love serves. Love sacrifices. Love suffers. This is God’s love.  

 

Point 3: God wants his love imitated in the local church (4:11-16) 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. – 4:11  

As God’s children, we’re saved to reflect God’s image. To reflect God’s love. 

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. – 4:12 

God is Spirit, so we can’t see him with our eyes. Invisible doesn’t mean inactive. When “we love one another,” = God’s 

own love is at work. The indwelling Spirit enables us to love like God loves.  

“perfected” ≠ love that can’t be improved upon, love that is without sin, etc. “perfected” = God’s love is made complete 

when we love one another. God’s love for the person next to you reaches its fullest expression (end goal) when you serve 

them. 

God loves them → God indwells you → you love them → God’s love perfected. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. – 4:13 

John deals in black and white. We can know (certainty) we’re born again because we’re loving one another.  

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. – 4:14 

“we” = the apostles. The apostles lived with Jesus so they saw firsthand the Son who came from heaven. Jesus came to 

save the world = humanity. People living in darkness, doing life their own way, God’s enemies because of their sin.  

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. – 4:15 
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The first proof of salvation is love for fellow Christians. The second proof of salvation is confessing “that Jesus is the 

Son of God.” Believing in the deity of Christ.  Believing that the eternal Son of God left heaven to come to earth and take 

on human flesh.  

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 

God, and God abides in him. – 4:16 

John can’t say it enough. God’s nature is to love. As Christians, we can’t believe without believing God loves us, the cross 

being the preeminent proof. Again the proof of being born again is abiding “in love” = loving one another. 

Application 

God has saved us to express his love to fellow Christians. Where does God wish for this love to be expressed? The 

believing community, the local church. We could say we’re saved for community so that God’s love for his people has a 

place for expression. When we act in loving service to a fellow believer (money, listening), God’s love for that believer is 

happening. 

In establishing the local church, God has provided a built-in sphere to guarantee us opportunity to exercise this love he 

works in our hearts. The local church matters because it’s the place where God’s love for the believer is realized through 

us! 

 

Point 4: Love for our fellow Christians drives out fear of judgment (4:17-18) 

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are 

we in this world. – 4:17  

“By this” = what he just said. God’s love finds its complete expression when we love one another through the enablement 

of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

God enables us to love “so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment.” My love for a fellow believer proves 

I’m born again so I’m not afraid of God’s wrath. “as he is so also are we in this world” = we’re doing what God does 

when we love one another. 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 

been perfected in love. – 4:18 

When a person’s acting in love they’re not acting in fear=fright. They’re acting out of commitment and affection. The 

husband who buys his wife flowers because he’s afraid she’ll be angry if he doesn’t isn’t acting in love. He’s acting in 

fear. “perfect love casts out fear” = his love for his wife drives out fear of her response and causes him to do what he 

wants to do for her. Because he loves her. The person who acts out of fear “has not been perfected in love” = God’s love 

has not reached its desired effect in their heart. 

John is black and white. If we’re indwelt by God we’ll love fellow Christians. And we’ll confidently look forward to the 

rescue that takes place on the day of judgment! 

Judgment day 

There’s a day coming when Jesus will return. On that day, all people, believer and unbeliever will be gathered together. 

Some will be welcomed into the kingdom. Others will be cast into a place of torment called hell where “weeping and 

gnashing of teeth” happens. The Bible uses language like wrath, anger, torment, forever and ever, no rest day or night 

(Rev 14:10-11) to describe this place. 
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God takes sin seriously (doing life our own way; breaking God’s law). God took sin seriously on the cross. God takes sin 

seriously in hell. Christians speak of salvation in Christ. What we mean is being saved, rescued from the wrath to come 

that happens in hell. You can be rescued from hell, you can be forgiven of your sins, you can have peace with God, you 

can have confidence about the day of judgment through faith in Jesus. Jesus’ death was worthy to wipe out your sins. Are 

you trusting in what Jesus accomplished on the cross? Are you trusting in yourself? 

A confidence in God’s love kills fear of the grave and the afterlife! 

 

Point 5: We love God by loving other Christians (4:19-21) 

We love because he first loved us. – 4:19 

God took the initiative. He chose us (Eph 1:4-5). He died for us. He made us alive (Eph 2:4-5). We love our fellow 

believers because God “first loved us.” Our love for one another is a consequence of God’s prior love for us. Without the 

indwelling Spirit, we wouldn’t be able to love each other. 

If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. – 4:20 

I can see you with my eyes but I can’t see God with my eyes. How do I love God whom I can’t see? By loving you.  

John deals in black and white. If a person says “I love God,” but hates a fellow Christian, that person can’t possibly love 

God. Can’t be saved. Remember, John was dealing with false believers who infiltrated the church. 

And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. – 4:21 

Loving one another follows loving God. We obey “this commandment” in the local church. 

Conclusion 

I love Jesus but I don’t want anything to do with the local church doesn’t work. I love Jesus but I hate this Christian 

woman doesn’t work. I’m only gonna love the people who are just like me doesn’t work. God commands love for each 

believer, not some believers.  

Love can be expressed formally: deacons’ benevolence, deacon-organized service event – raking an elderly person’s 

leaves. Love is more often expressed informally: private financial gift, phone call to a discouraged believer, prayer for a 

suffering believer, giving your time, giving your ear, giving godly counsel.  

Love is commitment, affection, tangible kindness because you treasure that person.  

The local church is built on love for God that flows into love for one another. Love for one another promotes 

Christlikeness. We learn what loving community is when a fellow believer loves us. We stimulate relationships and 

affection through acts of loving kindness, even when we disagree about a doctrine or how much money should be 

budgeted to a certain mission.   

Loving commitment, affection, kindness stimulates unity when there isn’t total uniformity.  


