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The sermon 

Intro 

This morning we’re going to take a tour through Jesus’ resurrection appearances in Luke’s gospel.  

My desire is that you would comprehend these events. And that the weightiness of these events would burn inside you.   

Body 

Point 1: The empty tomb (24:1-12) 

READ 24:1-12 

The first day of the week is Sunday. “at early dawn” means early in the morning when it was still dark (John 20:1). Jesus 

was crucified at 9am Friday morning (Mark 15:25) and died at 3pm that day (Mark 15:34-37). 

“they” = a group of women: “Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with 

them” (24:10). 

These women were taking spices (24:1) to the tomb because they were going to anoint Jesus’ dead body (Mark 16:1). 

Spices masked the stench of a decaying corpse and respected the body. They assumed they’d find a decaying corpse. They 

weren’t expecting a risen Jesus.  

When they arrived, they found the stone moved and the body was nowhere to be found (24:2-3).  

Jesus’s tomb was cut out of a rock formation (Mark 15:46). And sealed with a large rolling stone (Matt 27:66). A disc-

shaped stone kind of like one of our rolling tables in the gym, but thicker and much heavier. Because Jesus had said, 

“After three days I will rise,” the chief priests and the Pharisees requested that Pontius Pilate set a guard at the tomb, “lest 

his disciples [Jesus’] go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead’” (Matt 27:63-64).  

 

Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can."  66 So they went and made the tomb 

secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. – Matthew 27:65-66 

The stone was sealed to prevent theft of the body. Thieves would have to overcome the Roman guards. And a broken seal 

would indicate tampering. It appears the women expected access to the tomb. Likely they were unaware of the Roman 

guard, because the guard was set on Saturday (Matt 27:62). The two Marys saw Jesus buried on Friday (Mark 15:47), so 

they knew where the tomb was. 

Shock 

The women are confused/shocked at what they find: the stone’s been rolled away and Jesus’ body is nowhere to be found. 

Totally unexpected.   

The “two men…in dazzling apparel” (24:4) are angels. So they’re frightened (24:5). The angels have a message: 

"Why do you seek the living among the dead?  6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he 

was still in Galilee,  7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the 

third day rise." – 24:5-7 

Towards the end of his time with his disciples, Jesus had stated in plain terms what was going to happen to him. They 

shouldn’t have expected to find a dead corpse. They understood immediately and returned to tell the other disciples (24:8-

9).  
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Response 

They’re met with skepticism: an “idle tale” and unbelief (24:11). You’re making it up. But Peter had to get there right 

away. Peter finds clothes but no body (24:12). He’s amazed. He believes.  

 

Point 2: According to plan (24:13-27) 

READ 24:13-27 

It’s still Sunday. There’s two disciples, one named Cleopas (24:18), and they’re traveling to Emmaus (24:13). They’re 

talking about the crucifixion and the empty tomb (24:14). The risen Jesus joins their traveling party (24:15). 

But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. (24:16) = God supernaturally prevented them from recognizing Jesus. He 

wasn’t disguised. God altered their senses. Yes, God has that ability. Think about the abilities God has to have to answer 

prayer! Awe is appropriate! 

Jesus asks about their conversation. They’re sad (24:17).  

"Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?" (24:18) 

= everyone knows about Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. Jesus plays along as clueless (24:19).  

Significant is the statement, “a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” 

(24:19). Jesus’ miracles, things like healing the sick and casting out demons and raising the dead, were well known and 

couldn’t be disputed.  

Interestingly, Jewish writings after the crucifixion and resurrection conceded that Jesus was a miracle worker when they 

say he “practiced sorcery” (Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a, 21). This agrees with the gospel accounts where the 

Pharisees attributed Jesus’ ability to cast out demons to demonic powers (Matt 12:24).  

“But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel” (24:21) reflects disappointment. We thought Jesus would 

liberate our nation from Roman power. But that didn’t happen. Hope is lost. 

Despite multiple reports of an empty tomb. 

Jesus responds 

Jesus, still unknown, critiques their failure to connect the empty tomb with Old Testament promises (24:25-27). The idea 

that the Christ would first suffer (crucifixion) then enter glory (resurrection) is clearly laid out in the Old Testament.  

Note that those who saw the miracles and heard from Jesus’ own lips what was going to happen were skeptics. 

Well, what Old Testament passages might Jesus have turned to? 

He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 

faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  6 All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7 He 

was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep 

that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as 

for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 

people?  9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, 
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and there was no deceit in his mouth.  10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his 

soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper 

in his hand.  11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 

servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. – Isaiah 53:3-11 

In order for us to be forgiven, Jesus had to suffer. Because God takes sin seriously.  

Isaiah’s prophecy was written around 700 years before the crucifixion and resurrection. Here we find that the Messiah will 

suffer and then enter into glory. His suffering would involve oppression, rejection, piercing, wounds, affliction, “cut off 

out of the land of the living” = death. We also find that death isn’t the end of the story. The executed Messiah “shall see 

his offspring…he shall see and be satisfied” = he will rise. Who are the offspring he will see? Those who have become 

“accounted righteous” through his death.  

We find that life comes to the guilty because the innocent Messiah suffered in their place! 

Back to Luke. Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection were necessary (24:26)! Why? Because God had purposed, planned, and 

predestined these events (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). They were sure and certain. When God decides something’s going to 

happen, it’s going to happen. 

 

Point 3: The fog is lifting (24:28-35) 

READ 24:28-35 

They still don’t know it’s Jesus. They arrive at their destination and Jesus acts like he’s going to keep walking (24:28). It’s 

night meaning unsafe so they urge him to stay and they share a meal (24:29-30). At this point, Jesus is supernaturally 

revealed to them. 

“And their eyes were opened and they recognized him” (24:31) = God supernaturally returned their senses to working 

order. Now they recognized him. Just as quickly, Jesus “vanished from their sight” (24:31).  

Jesus, in his resurrection body, possessed extraordinary abilities. Either he made himself invisible or teleported. I’ll go 

with teleporting. 

After Jesus’ departure 

They reflect on Jesus’ teaching.  

"Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?" – 24:32 

This is how the Bible should affect us. Our insides should be like a burning wick or burning wood. We’re talking about 

the most significant events in history with the greatest far-reaching implications: the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Through the cross I can have reconciliation with the all-powerful Creator of the universe and forgiveness of sins and a 

new heart. Through the resurrection I can be assured of life beyond the grave in a kingdom where death and decay and sin 

and suffering are a thing of the past. A place where everyone rejoices in God’s perfect rule so there’s no rebellion and no 

threats. No predators, no foreign invasions, no terrorists, no identity theft, no school bullies. Everything sad will become 

untrue for those who trust in Jesus! A world without sin and death. A world where Jesus is adored and celebrated and 

obeyed. So people won’t harm each other anymore! 

The nightly news or a Facebook post about someone’s breakfast or a YouTube video of someone doing trick shots should 

pale in comparison. Have we lost our sensitivity? Does the weightiness of the gospel burn inside you? If not, pray for God 
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to give you ability to feel these truths. Do you see the significance of the death and resurrection of Christ? If not, pray for 

God to give you ability to see these truths. Do you want to feel? Do you want to see? 

Their departure 

Having traveled to their destination, they decide to go back to Jerusalem (24:33). Not a wasted trip by the way. When they 

get there, they find that doubt and skepticism have given way to celebration. The resurrected Christ has appeared in 

multiple places, including to Peter (24:34). 

 

Point 4: Terrifying proofs (24:36-43) 

READ 24:36-43 

Jesus then appears to the whole group out of nowhere. John reports they were behind lock doors “for fear of the Jews” 

(John 20:19). Jesus expresses peace, but they’re afraid because they think he’s a spirit (24:37), a disembodied person. The 

supernatural nature of the appearance has them terrified and troubled and still doubting (24:37-38).  

Jesus accommodates their concerns by demonstrating his physical body (24:39-40). They’re still in a state of shock 

(24:41) while he eats with them (24:42-43).  

It’s not that they don’t believe at all (24:41). It’s a mix of how can this be? and joy and shock at all they’re seeing. For 

people who had seen so many miracles, they’re still not comfortable with God’s power. 

Christian, if these believers who saw Jesus’ miracles and were taught by Jesus for three years and were seeing the risen 

Christ had such trouble comprehending and accepting the resurrection, should we be shocked by the skepticism around 

us? 

 

Point 5: Repentance proclaimed throughout the world (26:44-49) 

READ 24:44-49 

In his three years with them, before his death and resurrection, Jesus had taught them “that everything written about me 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (24:44). In other words, the whole Old 

Testament talked about Jesus. And the Old Testament talked about things that had to happen.  

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, – 24:45 

The fog is lifted again. In their own abilities they had failed to connect these Old Testament writings with the death and 

resurrection of Christ. This explains why they were so slow to believe the resurrection when Jesus had plainly told them it 

was coming. This explains shattered hopes.  

Now they understood. Now they could connect the dots. Because Jesus opened their minds. Are you struggling to connect 

the dots? Are you struggling to see how the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important thing that will 

ever happen in human history? Are you struggling to see how the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ makes everything 

sad untrue? Are you struggling to see what the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ means for you? Beg Jesus to open 

your mind! 

In God’s plan, it’s cross then resurrection then proclamation of the gospel throughout the world (24:46-47). Jesus 

commands “that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning in 
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Jerusalem” (24:47). There’s a message Jesus’ disciples will spread throughout the world. That message is sinners (sin is 

breaking God’s law) can be forgiven if they repent of their sins. 

Repentance 

What is repentance? The Old Testament word means to turn in the opposite direction. A 180. To stop doing life our own 

way and instead do life God’s way. The New Testament word means a change of mind. A change of mind about sin. It’s 

bad. It separates me from God. It’s not pleasurable. It will ruin my life. Avoid it at all costs. I’m a sinner. I’m messed up. 

I’m broken. I need to be rescued by God. A change of mind about God. He’s good. He’s merciful. He’s giving. He hates 

sin. He wouldn’t be good if he was indifferent to sin! Everything he says and does is just and right. He’s right to punish 

me for my sins if I don’t repent. I need his forgiveness. The death of Christ is my only hope.  

So repentance is the pathway through which the benefits of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ come to sinners.  

Let’s not think repentance means I stop doing some sins and start doing some good things and I earn right standing with 

God. It’s more like because I believe what God says about himself and sin and the cross, I start living for God. You turn 

from sin because you trust God’s promises. 

On the cross God the Father treated Jesus as if he lived my sinful life. If I trust in Jesus, not myself, God treats me as if I 

lived Jesus’ perfect, sinless life. Jesus died because God takes sin seriously. Jesus died so that sinners could experience 

God’s mercy and everlasting life.  

So turn from your sins by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection! The issue is a personal relationship with God. We 

come into the world alienated from God. Through repentance we are reconciled to God. 

Eyewitnesses 

“You are my witnesses of these things.” – 24:48 

God provided proofs. Jesus healed the sick, cast out demons, raised the dead. Then he rose from the dead. Eyewitnesses 

passed on that proof. Christianity isn’t blind faith. It isn’t like there’s as much reason to believe in Jesus as there is in 

Cinderella.  

The Jews conceded Jesus’ miracles. All the Jewish authorities needed to do to kill Christianity from the beginning was 

produce Jesus’ body. They couldn’t. So “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” has been proclaimed throughout the 

world. And God continues to open hearts and minds. 

What’s your verdict?  


