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The sermon 

Intro 

Have you ever thought about this one? Who do you imitate? 

We imitate people in a variety of ways. We might imitate the prayer of another Christian. A child might imitate their 

parent’s hobbies. A youngster might imitate the mannerisms of a TV personality. A person might imitate the fashion of 

their favorite celebrity or rock star. A pastor might try to imitate a famous preacher. 

Who do you imitate?  

As a teenager, I wanted to imitate heavy metal musicians. I grew my hair out. I wore band t-shirts. I started playing guitar. 

And I got a jean jacket with band patches. Never wore it though. It was too much to stomach. 

Paul says there’s a better model. 

READ PASSAGE 

Body 

Point 1: Imitate Christ’s Love (5:1-2) 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. – 5:1 

“as beloved children” 

The idea is imitate God like a loved child imitates their parents.  

Christian, who are you? “beloved children.” You’re loved by God. You belong to God. You’re his treasured possession 

(1 Pet 2:9), “his glorious inheritance” (Eph 1:18). You’re the object of his care and concern.  

In his love, God’s committed to you. He values you. He acts for you. He acts in you. 

God’s children are to imitate God much like children raised in the Christians home are supposed to imitate their parents’ 

devotion to God.  

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. – 5:2 

To “walk in love” is to follow the gospel pattern.  

In the gospel, Christ gave himself up to the cruel cross because he loved us. He willingly submitted himself to the unjust 

judgment of the Sanhedrin and Rome. He died in our place, taking the wrath we deserve, so that we could experience 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  

Christ’s love is giving. Christ’s love is merciful. Christ’s love is costly.  

“fragrant offering” = pleasing to God, accepted by God. 

“sacrifice to God” = the sacrifice was offered to God. 

God the Son, Jesus, gave his life on the cross as a sacrifice to the Father. Jesus wasn’t presenting his life to Pilate or the 

Jews or Satan or us. Jesus was giving his life to the Father. To satisfy the Father’s wrath against our sins. God was 

pleased. God was satisfied. Sacrifice accepted. We can be forgiven and have eternal life because Jesus offered his life in 

our place. Substitutionary atonement. We can be forgiven and have eternal life because the Father accepted Jesus’ 

sacrifice.  
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Application 

So Paul says imitate God by imitating Christ’s love for us. The way God has dealt with us in Christ is the model for how 

we deal with one another in the church.  

Christ’s love is giving. Christ’s love is merciful. Christ’s love is costly. Deal with your brothers and sisters in like manner. 

 

Point 2: Reject sexual immorality (5:3) 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 

– 5:3  

The idea isn’t we can’t talk about these matters. The idea is the world should never be able to say of Palermo Christian 

Church that we are a people who commit sexual immorality. Sexual immorality isn’t “proper among saints.”  

What’s a saint? A saint is a person who’s believed in Jesus and repented of their sins. “saints” = holy ones. Saints means 

God has declared us holy through faith in Christ. Saint also means we have been set apart, consecrated for service to God.  

Sexual immorality isn’t serving God. Sexual immorality doesn’t fit who we are: saints, beloved children. 

What is sexual immorality? 

Any sexual activity outside the boundaries established by God. 

1. Sexual activity between a man and a woman united in marriage is permitted and commanded and beautiful. 

Sex is a gift from God. It’s a good thing. When used in accordance with God’s commands. Anything outside this 

boundary is unholy. 

2. Sexual activity between a man and a woman who aren’t married is sexual immorality. 

3. Sexual activity with a prostitute is sexual immorality. 

4. Sexual activity with a person who’s married to someone else (adultery) is sexual immorality. 

5. Sexual activity between people of the same gender is sexual immorality. 

This isn’t meant to be comprehensive. There’s other forms of sexual immorality. 

Application 

One concern is the church’s reputation (“not even be named among you”). When we commit sexual immorality, we tell 

people God’s commands are optional. When we commit sexual immorality, we tell people God isn’t holy. When we 

commit sexual immorality, we tell people God doesn’t really change human hearts.  

What if you’ve failed here in the past? Even as a Christian. Your past sin isn’t your identity. Live from God’s forgiveness. 

Don’t let past sin that God’s forgiven define who you are today. 

What if you’re committing sexual immorality today? Fear the Lord. Don’t treat sin casually. Dread the thought of 

dishonoring God’s name. Dread the thought of ruining the reputation of Palermo Christian Church. Dread the thought of 

making others in the church think sexual immorality is okay. Get help from your brothers and sisters. James 4:8-10 

proscribes the appropriate response: 

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-

minded.  9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
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What do we do when we fail? We mourn. We confess our sin. To God. To those we’ve sinned against. To our brothers 

and sisters. We become exemplary repenters. We treat God as holy. We own our sin. We get the help we need. We rest in 

God’s mercy in Christ. And we beg God for help to put sin to death.  

 

Point 3: Reject greed (5:3) 

“all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you” too.  

“impurity” = filth, dirt, rubbish, trash. Sin should disgust us! Like vomit on an amusement park ride. 

“covetousness” = the desire to acquire more and more of something, usually possessions. Not being satisfied with what 

you already have. In 4:19, it’s greed for sexual immorality. You can be greedy for money. Greedy for stuff. Greedy for 

power. Greedy for sexual immorality.  

Idolatry 

In 5:5, the covetous person is equated with an idolater. In what sense is coveting idolatry? 

"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. – Matthew 6:24 

The idolater serves their appetite rather than God. The thing that they want, whether stuff or sexual immorality, becomes 

their functional god. They live for a desire rather than God’s glory. When push comes to shove, their heart is ruled by the 

object of their affection, not God. There’s something they want more than God’s will. So God is relegated to second place 

or worse. Jesus is no longer Lord. He’s a secondary option.  

Application 

What are you greedy for? What do you want more than anything else in life? The answer(s) to that question will reveal 

who or what’s steering the ship.  

If you have godly goals, you’re on the right track. 5:1 says imitating God, particularly Christ’s love, should be high on the 

list. 

 

Point 4: Reject vulgar speech (5:4) 

Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 

thanksgiving. – 5:4  

“filthiness” = indecent behavior that should make a person ashamed and embarrassed.  

“foolish talk” = foolish, silly, stupid, useless talk of an immoral nature. Speech that makes us look like fools. 

“crude joking” = humor/jokes with vulgar terms and indecent content. Unholy humor.  

Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, but wisdom is pleasure to a man of understanding. – Proverbs 10:23 

Turning sinful rebellion against God into something to laugh at.  

Comedy/humor 
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Before I became a Christian in 1999 I loved comedy movies. Chevy Chase, Eddie Murphy, Jim Carrey. I watched the 

same movies over and over again. Memorized lines and laughed hysterically. I had a sense of humor. A very crude sense 

of humor. I thought sexual immorality was funny.  

When I became a Christian things started to change. I started to realize that the things that made me laugh were behaviors 

that God forbids. I was laughing at sin. I found sin funny! But how could I find sin funny? Wasn’t it my sin that required 

Jesus to go to the cross to secure my forgiveness? How could I laugh at the things that required the Father to pour out his 

wrath on Jesus? It only made sense that laughing at sin was off limits. 

So I found myself unable to laugh at these things without a troubled conscience. 

Foul language 

Let’s talk foul language. What is it? 

1. Indecent and vulgar speech. 

2. The Bible doesn’t give a list of acceptable and forbidden words. 

3. So indecent and vulgar speech will vary from culture to culture. 

4. At the root of cursing is unintelligible speech. “foolish talk.” 

Using words in unintelligible ways. What does “what the heck?” mean? Is heck a word? What you really mean is I don’t 

like what just happened or this doesn’t make any sense. Vulgar speech takes “what the heck?” further using vulgar words 

in unintelligible ways. If you use words intelligently, you probably won’t be cursing. 

5. Where cursing is found, you’ll likely find other sins. 

Cursing often stems from anger (hitting your finger with a hammer), rebellion (a child curses to get their parent angry), 

desire to inflict harm (insults), the desire to fit in (imitating the world), the desire to be noticed, even celebrated 

(idolatry/selfishness). 

Questions we should ask ourselves 

1. Do I tell crude jokes? 

2. Do I laugh at crude jokes? 

3. Do I use vulgar language?  

This is imitating the world, not God. 

Meditations 

I’m not going to give you a list of what you can and can’t watch. Nor will I give you a list of approved and unapproved 

words. I’m just going to give you examples of a Christian wrestling with humor to get you thinking. 

First, as a Christian I watched Seinfeld. Much common humor that isn’t vulgar. But they seem to throw in sexual humor 

somewhere every episode. Haven’t watched it for 10 years. Told my kids about it. They’ve never watched it. Because I 

would struggle really hard to find an episode that doesn’t have crude jokes. Should I be watching it? 

Second, I’ve never watched The Office, but author, pastor, seminary professor Kevin DeYoung has. These were his 

thoughts in 2009(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/true-confessions/): 

“I think the show is very funny. Its satire of corporate America and its ingenious characters always provide many 

opportunities to laugh aloud. But on the other hand, the sexual innuendo, sexual sin, sexual perversity, and sexual talk, 

always give me reasons to cringe. So over the past few years I’ve been up and down about the office. At times I’ve really 
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enjoyed it and have even been thankful for its humor as a gift from God. At other times I’ve mentioned to others…about 

how it offends my conscience. 

Well, after watching last night’s episode–which made me laugh uproariously at several spots–I think I need to pay more 

attention to my conscience. I’m not trying to make viewing decisions for every other Christian. It’s unwise to lay down 

absolute entertainment standards for everyone else. All I know is that after watching The Office last night I did not love 

Christ more; I was not more ready to worship him; I was not more aware of the closeness of God; I did not feel like I was 

obeying the command “Be holy as I am holy.” It felt more like worldliness to me. 

Again, I laughed a lot. And maybe other people handle the sexual stuff in a different way. But for me, I can’t, in good 

conscience, give thanks for what I saw last night–and the ability to give thanks is the crucial test for gray areas of 

Christian liberty.”  

Application 

Paul says thanksgiving, not crude joking. Kevin DeYoung asks, can I give thanks for it? In short, don’t take sin casually. 

Fear the Lord. If you do, it will affect your humor and your speech.  

 

Point 5: Discern false faith (5:5-6) 

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous ( that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. – 5:5  

This is a statement of fact. Paul wants the Ephesians to be sure and not confused. They can have certainty. People who are 

sexually immoral or impure or covetous don’t have an inheritance in the kingdom of God. They won’t enter the kingdom 

of God. Because they aren’t saved. 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience. – 5:6 

This is a warning. You might be deceived by people who claim to be Christians when they’re not Christians. Their words 

are “empty.” Just words. No substance.  

Application 

Doesn’t it seem like Paul wants the Ephesian believers to be able to discern who is and who isn’t a Christian? Paul’s 

saying that when you see a person who claims to be a believer, yet their life is characterized by rebellion rather than the 

new birth, you have no choice but to conclude they’re not saved. 

One thing I find in the Bible is that God wants believers to have assurance of salvation (1 John 5:13). 

On the other hand, God wants unbelievers to have zero assurance of salvation (Matt 7:21-23). 

Another thing. God wants believers to be able to tell the difference. This one belongs to God. This one doesn’t. This one I 

encourage to continue in faith and repentance. This one I urge to respond to the gospel with faith and repentance for the 

first time.  
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How can I tell if I’m a Christian? 

It’s the questions we ask in membership interviews. What is the gospel? How did you become a Christian? We want to 

find people who understand the gospel, believe it, and have been changed by it. 

1. If I am presently trusting in Christ I can have confidence I am saved. 

2. If God has changed my life (there’s evidence of the new birth) I can have confidence I am saved.  

Has God changed my affections? Do I have a new attitude towards God and sin? 

3. If there’s no evidence of a changed life, my profession of faith is empty words. 

In many cases, it’s obvious whether or not someone is a Christian. But some cases are fuzzy.  

Pastor Michael Lawrence writes: 

Years ago I worked with a young man who struggled with serious sexual immorality, including the use of prostitutes. It 

was heartbreaking. There were moments when the elders of the church seriously considered church discipline. What held 

us back was that he was genuinely struggling. Every time it happened, he came to us to confess, and he invited us further 

into his life. It would have been easy for him to hide and lie to us, but he didn’t. So the church walked with this weak, 

struggling brother. We didn’t say, “You don’t belong.” We said, “We’re going to walk with you in your weakness and in 

your struggle.” – Conversion: How God Creates a People, 115 

Non-Christian 

We’re not saved by what we do. We’re saved by faith alone. But the faith which saves is not alone. John 7:38 says 

“Whoever believes in me...Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 

On the cross Jesus died so that whoever believes could be saved from wrath and enter the kingdom of God.  

If we believe that we deserve wrath for our sins and Jesus died in our place and God is merciful, we’ll have a different 

stance towards sexual immorality and greed and course joking. We’ll love the God who saved us and we’ll hate the sin he 

saved us from.  

Turn from your sins by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Follow Jesus.  


