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Genesis 11:27 — 12:3 (The Command That Changed the World)
Pastor Eric Dubois

The sermon
Intro

What will become of humanity after the scattering of peoples at Babel? How will the cycle of turning from God, evil
desires, violence against one another, and seeking a name for ourselves come to an end?

What will God do to rescue the human race from our broken, sinful condition?
READ PASSAGE
Body
Point 1: Abram’s told to leave everything behind (11:27-12:1)
Terah’s genealogy is selective. We’re introduced to individuals who will play a part later on (e.g., Lot, Milcah).
Abram is later renamed Abraham by God (Gen 17:5). I’ll refer to him as Abram until he’s renamed.
Terah is Abram’s father. Terah was an idolater.

And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the
Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods. — Joshua 24:2

Abram too “served other gods.” Abram was an idolater.
Sarai, later Sarah (Gen 17:15), is barren. She can’t have children.
Travels

1. Terah’s family dwelled in “Ur of the Chaldeans,” where he died.
Ur = 186 miles southeast of modern Baghdad.

2. The family departed for Canaan.
Canaan = the promised land that would one day belong to Israel.

3. But they stopped and settled in Haran, failing to reach Canaan.
4. Terah dies in Haran.

Terah never makes it to the promised land.

Now the LORD said to Abram, ""Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will
show you. — 12:1

God spoke these words while Abram was in Ur of the Chaldeans, not Haran.

And Stephen said: "Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, ° and said to him, 'Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the
land that I will show you.' * Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father
died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. — Acts 7:2-4

’

1. God appeared to Abram “when he was in Mesopotamia (= Ur of the Chaldeans), before he lived in Haran.’

“appeared” = dream, vision, visible manifestation.
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2. Abram obeyed. He left “the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran.”
3. After Terah died, God moved Abram from Haran to Canaan.

In 12:1, we’re told God’s first words to Abram.

“Go” = command. Given the family background was idolatry, it appears Abram was commanded by the one and only true
God, a God whom Abram didn’t know. Perhaps there was some knowledge of the one true God that remained generations
after the flood? Regardless, Abram’s family didn’t worship the one true God.

” _

“from your country” = leave the land that you call home.

“and your kindred” = relatives that didn’t live within Terah’s household. Terah’s brothers and sisters and their children
and spouses. Extended family outside the home.

“and your father’s house” = immediate family that dwelled together. Abram’s father and mother; Abram’s brothers and
their wives and their children; Abram’s unmarried sisters (if there were any; genealogies were selective); slaves and
laborers.

“to the land that I will show you” = Abram goes but he doesn’t know where he’ll be going.
What’s going on here?

The one true God whom Abram knows little to nothing about, whom Abram and his family don’t worship, appears visibly
to Abram and tells Abram you must leave your land and your family to go to a land that I’ll show you later on.

Some certainty. I need to leave everything behind. Much uncertainty. Where am I going? What will I do there? How will I
sleep at night? How will I eat? What’s the political stability there? Is the land safe?

A unique command

This is a unique command to a specific individual who will play a major role in salvation history. This isn’t a case of
everyone must go/staying in Palermo for the rest of my life is a bad thing. No, staying in one place and one church for the
long haul is a good thing!

Stability leads to long-term friendships in the church. People you know. People who know you. People you bear with.
People who bear with you. People you can trust. People who walk through life with you. Likewise, staying in the same
town allows for long-term relationships with those outside the church. People who might develop a rapport with you.
People who might ask for your help and advice. People who might ask questions about your faith. People who might find
themselves wanting to know about God because of the salt and light they’ve seen in you. There’s a lot of advantages to
staying in the same place and not having to start all over again and again. That’s why God’s command upon Abram is
unsettling. It’s going to disturb everything. It’s going to shatter the stability he’s known.

Today, when a family picks up and moves (e.g., military, corporate promotion, wanting to live in a safer place, wanting to
live in a more affordable place, missionary, etc.), it means starting a new job, kids starting over again in school, starting
over in a new church, the severing of friendships, the loss of fellowship, seeing your siblings and cousins and parents will
be few and far between. It means your favorite restaurants, favorite grocery store, favorite department stores, favorite
parks, favorite beaches, favorite amusement parts, etc. will be a thing of the past. You’re starting over.

God’s command is unique to Abraham.
Like the gospel

In another sense, what God demands of Abram, forsaking everything, is what God demands of every person.
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And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. *° For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel's will save it. *° For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? — Mark 8:34-36

In order to attain eternal life, we must first deny our own desires and follow Jesus’ instructions. This isn’t salvation by
obedience. It’s a call to faith. Are Jesus’ commands good for me? Is it worth it to follow Jesus? If we truly trust Jesus, we
follow his instructions. Trust moves us to obey.

Big picture? Abram needs to leave everything behind and trust God. It’s a call to faith. Abram’s command was go. We
wrestle with other commands.

Practical question: what command is Jesus telling me to trust?

Point 2: Abram’s told blessing will follow obedience (12:2-3)
After Abram leaves, these are the things God will do for him.

“And I will make of you [singular] a great nation,” = from one man (Abram) will arise the nation of Israel, a significant,
not minor, nation.

“and I will bless you”

The “pou” is singular. If Abram leaves he will be blessed by God. Blessing includes protection, health, children, riches,
land.

Things will turn out well if you go!
“and make your [singular] name great,”

The tower builders wanted a name for themselves. God thwarted their desire. Abram gets what they wanted without
seeking it. Abram will be one of the most significant people in human history.

“so that you will be a blessing” = God isn’t blessing Abram simply for Abram’s sake. God’s blessing on Abram will
result in others being blessed.

I will bless those who bless you [singular], and him [singular] who dishonors you [singular] I will curse,
Here’s one way blessing comes to others through Abram.

The popular interpretation in American evangelical circles today is those who support the nation Israel will be blessed
by God. If America supports Israel in international conflict, America will be prosperous and protected by God.

A good starting question is, who is the you?

The “pou” (“bless you...dishonors you”) is singular. It’s talking about one person being blessed and dishonored. At the
very least, it’s talking about the individual Abram. To dishonor Abram is to treat him lightly = worthless, despise him,
including blaspheming him. To be cursed by God is to be barred from blessing and under a cursed state. Unspecified
miseries will come the way of those who treat Abram as worthless.

In other words, things will go well with those who deal well with Abram. Things will go bad with those who deal poorly
with Abram. We see this illustrated in Abram’s life. Pharaoh takes Sarai for himself and his house is afflicted with great
plagues (Gen 12:15, 17). Abimelech takes Sarah (Gen 20:2). So the wombs of Pharaoh’s wife and female slaves are
closed (Gen 20:17, 18).
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A second option is the promise is limited to Abram himself. It doesn’t extend to Abram’s descendants. Nor does it extend
to the nation Israel in its modern state.

A third option is God blesses those who bless Abram’s spiritual descendants, not Abram’s ethnic descendants. Because
we find in Galatians 3:29 that Gentiles are Abraham’s offspring.

Issues

1. Repeated to Jacob (Genesis 27:29).
2. Repeated to Israel after she’s become a nation, before she entered the promised land (Numbers 24:9).
3. We don’t see this playing out in Israel’s history.

Israel seeks Egypt’s help and they form an alliance, but both Egypt and Israel fall (Isaiah 30:1-7; 31:1-3). Israel’s rebuked
for not turning to God for help. If 12:3 applied to the nation wouldn’t we have expected Egypt to be blessed by God
because they had an alliance with Israel?

Why wasn’t Babylon immediately cursed when they started deporting the people of Judah in Nebuchadnezzar’s day? Why
did Babylon prosper for decades despite their poor treatment of Israel? When God does chasten Nebuchadnezzar, it’s for
pride, not for dishonoring Israel (Dan 4:28-33). Was Rome cursed when they destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD?

4. With the establishment of the Old Covenant things shifted for Israel.

No automatic blessing. Blessing was now conditional on keeping the stipulations of the covenant. Abram’s blessing
wasn’t conditional upon his ongoing obedience as we’ll see next week. God’s arrangement with the nation was different
than God’s arrangement with Abram.

Resolution?

Limited to Abram. Repeated for Jacob. Doesn’t belong to Abram’s spiritual descendants. When a person mocks me
they’re not automatically inflicted with a plague. I believe this promise was given to Abram to ensure Abram’s survival in
his travels.

What about Numbers 24:9? While Israel was pursuing the promised land (wilderness times), God blessed those who
helped Israel and cursed those who opposed Israel. Blessings and curses ensured Israel got the land. When Israel
possessed the land, Israel became subject to blessings and curses (Deut 28:1-68).

In short, limited to Abram and Jacob and Israel while they were acquiring the land.
In any event, to not take this the popular way doesn’t mean I deny the uniqueness of Israel.

1. No other nation is promised a mass conversion at the end of time (Rom 11:25-27).
2. No other nation is promised a regathering to their land (Ezek 36:22-24).

1948?

3. No other nation is promised that God will end their tribal division (Ezek 37:22).
1948?

4. The end of history will be marked by battles in Israel (Dan 11:41-45; Rev 16:14-16; 20:7-10).
“and in you [singular] all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Blessing won’t be restricted to Abram’s physical descendants. Blessing will extend to Abram’s spiritual descendants =
believing Gentiles.
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Who is the channel of blessing?

Abram.
Who gets blessed?

“all the families of the earth” = there will be believers from every “family” within the earth. “family” = subset of a larger
group, like a tribe or nation. Winds up meaning “every tribe and language and people and nation” in Revelation 5:9.

How does the blessing come to these peoples of the nations?

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. ® And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." ° So then,
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. — Galatians 3:7-9

The blessing comes to the nations through faith. Paul equates Genesis 12:3 with the Christian gospel. What was promised
to Abraham is what’s promised to us in the gospel.

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is
hanged on a tree"- ' so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive
the promised Spirit through faith. — Galatians 3:13-14

Faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus’ death on the cross.
What is the blessing?

“Justification” (Gal 3:8) = declared not guilty = forgiveness of sins. Because Jesus took the punishment for us. Declared
righteous. Because Jesus’ obedience is credited to us (Rom 5:18-19).

“the promised spirit” (Gal 3:14) = a new heart with new desires. No longer ruled by sin.
As we proceed in Genesis we’ll discover Abram was promised everlasting possession of the land = eternal life.
Abram, in faith, left his home and family to attain God’s blessing. To us Jesus promises:

Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, *° who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. — Mark 10:29-30

Blessing in this life. And the life to come.

Big picture? God will rescue his broken world through Abram. The flood didn’t fix things. Scattering through languages
didn’t fix things. Idolatry endured. God will restore his broken world, beginning with Abram. From Abram’s descendants
will arise Jesus Christ, who will rescue all who follow Abram in faith.

God chose to bless one man to bring blessing to all the families of the earth. Abram did nothing to prompt God’s blessing.
He was an idolater. Abram’s blessing was all grace.

Practical question: does the promise of blessing move me to follow Jesus?

Conclusion
Maybe you’re saying, I’'m a little unclear how the blessing comes to me. Let’s be clear.

God rescues sinners individually through his Son Jesus Christ.
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On the cross Jesus gave his life as a ransom for many such that whoever believes will receive the blessing: forgiveness of
sins and eternal life.

But the blessing isn’t just future. Jesus walks with those who trust in him. Giving them protection, peace, wisdom, inner
strength, joy, fellowship in the church, etc.

How do you come under God’s blessing?
There’s two ways to live. We can keep doing life our own way. Or we can turn to God for rescue in Jesus.

1. Understand that Jesus’ death on the cross is the only way forgiveness and eternal life come to sinners.
A substitute needs to take the curse in our place.

2. Confess your sins to God.

3. Ask God for forgiveness.

4. Trust you’ve been forgiven because God forgives everyone who trusts in Jesus.
5. Follow Jesus’ instructions because you trust him.

You can talk to God right now.

Those who trust Jesus follow him. Abram went because he trusted God’s promise.



