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The sermon

Intro
The Christian life is multi-faceted. A bunch of things going on at the same time.

There’s living by faith. Trusting God’s promises. That God will do what he says he’ll do. That he’s trustworthy. That he’s
able. But faith requires knowledge. Faith isn’t trusting in nothing. Faith is trusting in truth God’s revealed to us. And if
we’re to have knowledge, we need to be learners. We need to be aware of God’s promises. And we need to understand
those promises correctly. A life of frustration awaits if we’re trusting something not promised. We’ll be lacking in
confidence in God if we’re unaware of things he’s promised. There’s more comfort and hope to be had when we’re
unware of God’s promises!

But the Christian life isn’t just learning, understanding, and trusting. The Christian life is also making decisions. Which
requires wisdom. We need to know how to connect truth to the everyday circumstances we face. And on top of that, we
need to have a right heart to tackle the circumstances that pop up. Responding to unexpected circumstances, requires both
the mind (sound decision-making, godly perspective) and the affections (godly desires, godly feelings).

We see all this on display in Genesis 13.
READ PASSAGE

Body
Point 1: Fight strife with wisdom and generosity (13:1-13)
Overflowing blessing

After departing Egypt, we discover Abram was overflowing in blessing: lots of livestock, silver, and gold (13:2). God was
keeping his word. Abram was blessed.

Abram retraces his steps so to speak (13:3-4). History repeats itself: Abram builds an altar and calls upon the name of the
LORD. Indicating animal sacrifices and prayer.

Strife
Lot was overflowing too (flocks, herds, tents — 13:5).

As aresult, “the land could not support both of them dwelling together...their possessions were so great that they could
not dwell together” (13:6) = not enough grass and water to take care of all the livestock, not enough space for the people
and animals, etc. Too much for the limited land to accommodate. If you have too many people and too much stuff and too
many animals in one home, eventually you run out of real estate.

As a result, there was strife between Abram’s herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen. Land was limited because Canaanites and
Perizzites were occupying space (13:7).

No strife between Abram and Lot, but that’s where things were headed if no solution was reached.
Abram’s generous solution

Abram devises a solution. We need to separate. Abram generously offers Lot his pick of the land (13:9). I take it to be
unoccupied land. Land where there’s no Canaanites and Perizzites.

Lot looks and takes the best. He chooses the Jordan Valley because it’s well-watered. Good for livestock. No water for
ranchers is big trouble. One reason they needed to split was not enough water to go around for the animals.
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We don’t do this. Perhaps because we assume the worst of human nature? I can’t offer them the pick of the cake or the
pizza or the meat. There will be nothing left for me, right?

Abram settled in Canaan. Lot settled in the Jordan Valley. Among the cities Lot settled in was Sodom.
Foreshadowing of doom

There’s foreshadowing of doom surrounding Lot’s choice. Lot would be dwelling in a place that would be destroyed by
God (Sodom and Gomorrah). Lot would be dwelling in a place with an elite level of wickedness. Lot’s choice isn’t going
to turn out well.

Practical concerns and division

Sometimes division stems from practical concerns. The solution required isn’t a change of heart. The solution required is
changing the circumstances. The circumstances are creating unnecessary friction. By keeping the circumstances the same,
we’re unnecessarily provoking ourselves. Dumb circumstances set us up to fail!

For example, two siblings share the same room. Over time they acquire too much stuff. Eventually there’s too much stuff,
too little space. Because of too much stuff, they can’t get to their bed without a horrific set of obstacles and tripping
hazards. Sometimes they step on a sharp object. Sometimes they stub their toe. Sometimes they break their stuff.
Sometimes they trip and fall on their stuff. As a result, they’ve become irritable, angry, annoyed. They hate walking in
their room. They’re tired of hurting themselves. They’re tired of their sibling breaking their stuff.

The solution isn’t to be more forgiving. To be more patient. To get self-control to avoid anger. The solution is to change
the circumstances that are provoking the irritation. Maybe more space could be freed up with better organization? Likely a
bunch of stuff has to go. Too much stuff is the cause of their anger and animosity, not sinful desires. Their problem is a
lack of wisdom, not evil intent. Sure the folly of the circumstances could cause selfishness and hatred. But the cause of
their strife wasn’t their evil desires. The cause was their foolishness.

In the case of Abram and Lot’s herdsmen, it wasn’t necessarily folly. It was abundance of blessing. Too much blessing
meant there wasn’t enough grass and water and space to go around. Something had to change. Or the strife would only get
worse. Wisdom was the need of the hour, not repentance. It would be folly to continue as is.

Sometimes the cause of our angst and strife isn’t rebellion against God and evil desires. Sometimes it’s doing life dumb.
Generosity

However, the need to split up could reveal sin within. Would there be a fight over who gets what land? Selfishness could
pop up with a fight over the best water source. Selfishness could pop up with a fight over unequal land allotments.

In addition to wisdom (we need to separate), the need of the hour was generosity. I don’t need to have the best water
source or more land. The need of the hour was a concern for one another. Let’s work out something that works well for
both of us. Let’s look beyond our own interests to the interests of others.

Interestingly, in Philippians 2, Paul uses the incarnation and cross of Christ as an illustration of putting aside one’s own
interests for the good of another. There Paul counsels:

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. — Philippians 2:4

It’s okay to have our own interests. It’s okay for Abram to want his animals fed and hydrated. Nothing wrong here. But
there needs to be something else present too: a desire that Lot have grass and water. The desire for the good of another
frees Abram from slavery to selfishness. The strife cycle ends because Abram cares about the interests of Lot.
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Note Abram’s generosity. Abram doesn’t need to take the best land and the most land for himself. Why? We’re not told
why. Likely Abram’s content to take the leftovers because he’s confident that God will provide. God’s given Abram some
weighty promises. We’re told in Hebrews 11:8 that Abram went from his homeland because of faith in God’s promises.
Likely, he doesn’t need to fight for the best land because he’s living by faith. So he can offer Lot what’s out there and take
the leftovers for himself.

Sometimes trust in God’s provision is the antidote for selfishness. I don’t need to take the best or the most for myself
because I’'m confident God will provide. I can allow others to have some too.

Some sinners are worse than other sinners?

I want to park on the statement in 13:13 for a moment.

Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD. —13:13
What’s being said here?

1. These men were “wicked” = external actions and internal attitudes unacceptable in God’s sight that injure
ourselves and others.

2. “against the LORD” = their actions, whether they knew it or not, were against the one true God. They were
defying the moral order of the one who gave them life.

3. These men were “sinners” = people who habitually committed wickedness. “great” = a marker of great degree or
quantity; very, much, exceedingly. In Genesis 1:31, God’s creation was “very good.” It wasn’t merely good. It
was extraordinarily good. The degree of their sins was extraordinary. A world with humans is significantly better
than a world without humans.

Meaning some sins are worse than other sins. Some sinners commit worse sins than other sinners. Some sinners sin in a
greater variety of ways than other sinners. The men of Sodom were worse than “ordinary” sinners. They were A+ sinners.

Let me make a critical clarification. While some sins are worse than other sins (murder is worse than lying; murder merits
the death penalty but lying doesn’t), all sins are equal in terms of guilt before a holy God. The person who murders and
the person who lies are both guilty of breaking God’s law. Both have merited hell. The liar can’t say, “but my sin was a
lesser sin.” The magnitude of our sin, whether great or small, is immense because of who we’ve sinned against: the holy
God who is Creator, Ruler, and Judge.

We all come into the world sinners. We all break God’s law without exception. We all incur guilt before God without
exception. We all stand in need of forgiveness and mercy. We’re all required to trust in Jesus and repent of our sins. No
exceptions. “None is righteous, no, not one” (Rom 3:10).

But some sinners experience greater depravity than other sinners. There’s the self-righteous moral do-gooder who works
hard, tells the truth, serves their family, and sees no reason to be saved by Jesus. Maybe they use Jesus’ name as a curse
word from time to time. Like all humans they struggle with selfishness, jealousy, hatred, bitterness, etc. But they’re a far
cry from the men of Sodom. They’re a far cry from the drunk who beats his wife. They’re a far cry from the scammer who
poses as a humanitarian to steal from the elderly. They’re a far cry from the sex-trafficker.

Genesis 13:13 tells us some sinners rebel against God to a greater extent. Some sinners experience a greater depravity
than other sinners.

The liar, the murderer, the moral do-gooder, the town drunk. All need Christ. All can be forgiven in Christ. If they repent
and believe.

Back to wisdom and generosity.
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BIG IDEA: Sometimes strife is easily resolved by a wise decision. Sometimes strife is resolved when we look out for the
interests of others.

Practical question: is there strife in my life that would be eased by a wise course of action?

Practical question: am I okay with others getting something good?

Point 2: Rejoice in the land to come (13:14-18)
Promises are repeated and expanded.

What’s new is Abram himself gets the land (13:15 — previously land would be shown and given to Abram’s offspring), the
land will be possessed forever (13:15), and Abram’s offspring will be so abundant they can’t be counted (13:16).

Your promise

Christian, these promises apply to you. Let me demonstrate. The crucial word is “forever.”
What object is being promised? — Answer: land.

How long will this land be possessed? — Answer: forever = eternally, without end.

If possessed forever, it can’t be land in this life, right? What’s the land that people dwell in forever? Answer: the new
heavens and new earth (Rev 21:1-4). “forever” means it can’t be a promise that finds its fulfillment outside the eternal
state/new heavens and new earth.

To whom is this land promised? — Answer: Abram and his offspring.

If the land is the new heavens and new earth, unbelievers can’t be there, right? Meaning unbelieving Jews aren’t included
in Abram’s offspring. Only believing Jews get this land. Abram’s offspring, in context, can only be believers!

Note also Galatians 3:7-9:

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. * And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed.” * So then,
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. — Galatians 3:7-9

Abram’s offspring isn’t limited to Jewish people. Believing Gentiles are Abram’s offspring too. Abram’s offspring who
get the land forever are believing Jews and Gentiles. We become Abram’s offspring through faith, not ethnicity. In
content, the land is the new heavens and new earth. In context, Abram’s offspring are his spiritual offspring, not his ethnic
descendants.

BIG PICTURE: If you’ve trusted in Jesus you are Abram’s offspring. You will dwell with Abram in the land forever and
ever. The land is the new heavens and new earth.

Abram obeyed by faith. In part by faith in promise of eternal land. He went, he gave generously to Lot by faith. Christian,
the promise of eternal land should move you to follow Jesus every day of your life. The story ends well for those who
trust in Jesus!

Practical question: does the promise of land forever stimulate me to follow Jesus today?
Conclusion

What’s being promised here to Abram is eternal life. Dwelling in a place with God’s people forever and ever.
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. ° And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. * And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. * He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away." — Revelation 21:1-4

It’s too good to be true. A world without death, cancer, and dementia. A world without prisons, terrorists, and nuclear
missiles. A world without hatred, disunity, and greed. It’s true in Jesus Christ.

Because sin is a reality, whether the men of Sodom or the moral do-gooder, Jesus went to the cross and gave his life as a
ransom for many so that whoever believes could experience forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Those who believe
become sons of Abram. Heirs of the promise of eternal life.

Are you Abram’s offspring? Are you an heir of the land? If not, turn from your sin, stop doing life your own way, by
trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection. God receives everyone who comes to him through his Son Jesus. Our sin requires
a Savior. Our sin requires God’s mercy. Turn to Jesus for rescue and mercy!



