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Proverbs 4 (What a Godly Father Does)
Pastor Eric Dubois
The sermon

Intro
In parenting, there’s the temptation to fall into one of two dangerous extremes.

1. IfI do everything just right, all my children are guaranteed to wind up Christians.
2. Ican’t control my child’s heart response to God, it’s their decision, not mine, so my parenting isn’t that critical to
the outcome.

The truth is somewhere in between.

1. Yes, I can’t control my child’s heart response to God.
2. But my parenting is incredibly significant to the outcome.

I could do everything just right and they might not believe. But we won’t do everything just right because of sin,
ignorance, etc. Only God can make people dead in sin alive. I can’t do that.

On the other hand, God works through means. God uses parents who follow the Proverbs 4 blueprint to bring sinful
children to himself. I would suggest we’re more likely to influence our children if we do parenting God’s way. God
knows what our children need. So he tells us.

The goal this morning is for us parents to meditate on the steps of action we need to take as parents.
Fathers, seven tangible steps to integrate into your fathering. Something to be with you the rest of your lives.
But I’'m not a parent of young children.

The things you’re learning this morning are essential for biblical spirituality. The things a child needs to be taught are
things an 85 year old Christian needs to be integrating into their life every day.

READ PASSAGE

Point 1: A godly father gives instruction (4:1-2)
We have a command.

Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive,
We have a purpose.

that you may gain insight,

We have an explanation/reason.

for I give you good precepts;

We have a warning/command.

do not forsake my teaching. — 4:2

Explanation

The setting is father to son. Share these with your daughter. Mothers teach these things.

There’s a variety of concepts: instruction, insight, precepts, teaching. All these are rooted in God’s word. The issue is
filling our kids with God’s word. Note the father is doing these things. Not the pastor, Sunday school teacher, youth
pastor. Fathers instruct in the home. You’re there. ’'m not. You see the actions, patterns, attitudes. You’re there to provide
truth on the spot.
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How does a father interact with his children?

The setting is one-on-one. The child doesn’t know how to do life. So the father’s going to instruct him. Son, here are some
things you need to know.

The son’s challenged to pay attention. This isn’t a routine duty to get over with so we can get to what we really care
about. A child won’t profit if they’re daydreaming about other things.

What’s required of fathers here?

1. They meet with their children one-on-one (or multiple if you’re like me).
2. They challenge their children to pay careful attention.
3. They communicate biblical truth to their child.

The father needs Bible knowledge. The father needs to carve out time. If times aren’t scheduled, it won’t happen!
Fathers can instruct unplanned when behavior and questions provide opportunity.
Practical question: how am I instructing my children with God’s word?

The next six points are what we tell them.

Point 2: A godly father encourages their children to grasp his instruction tightly (4:3-6)

When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, * he taught me and said to me,
The son’s hearing what his grandfather said to his Dad. Dad heard this when he was quite young (tender).

What did grandfather say?

""Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, and live.

“hold fast” means to grasp, seize, hold on to, don’t let go. Not letting go of a child’s hand when walking on a high bridge
or at a crowded amusement park. A running back not letting go of the football when everyone’s trying to punch it out. Not
going to happen. I’'m not letting go. Same with spiritual things.

A father’s words can’t be in one ear, out the other. They’ve got to stick.

Grasping God’s word involves obeying God’s word.

’ Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, fools despise wisdom and instruction. — Proverbs 1:7
Wisdom and insight flow from a right attitude towards God.

Son, you need to want “wisdom” = good sense; practical use of Bible knowledge in everyday life.

Son, you need to want “insight” = understanding = the knowledge needed to live a wise life; seeing life correctly.
Wisdom/insight can’t be forgotten. They must be retained, held tightly, remembered.

But father, why should I keep a firm grasp on God’s word?

% Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you.

Life will go well for you if you keep a firm grasp on God’s word. Failure to forsake and continuing to love
wisdom/insight = wisdom will exercise a protective, watchful care over you.

Wisdom is pictured like security guard, high school police officer.
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Faith is required. Do I believe wisdom/insight protects me? Do I believe God’s word and following Jesus is good for me?

What’s required of fathers here?

1. Fathers challenge their children to grasp God’s word tightly.
2. Father challenge their children to obey.
3. Which means fathers challenge their children to continue.

The instruction is Godward and not limited to externals. Do I believe God’s word protects me? Do I love (desire/treasure)
God’s word? Will I let go of God’s word when the world tells me it’s restrictive, hateful, outdated?

Practical question: how am I encouraging my children to hold firmly to God’s word?

Point 3: A godly father encourages their children to value wisdom (4:7-9)
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight. — 4:7

“wisdom” and “insight” need to be acquired. We’re not born with wisdom/insight. These must be pursued. From a young
age.

Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. — 4:8

Wisdom is personified as a woman that will do you good if you value her. Like a wife who experiences her husband’s
warm embrace honors her husband. Wisdom gives honor to those who value her.

If you pursue sin, you’ll bring dishonor upon yourself. If you fear the LORD, you’ll have a good name/reputation.
She will place on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown." — 4:9

The one who embraces wisdom will receive “a graceful garland...a beautiful crown” = public honor/reputation.
This ends the instruction from grandfather to daddy.

What’s required of fathers here?

Fathers challenge their children to prize and pursue God’s word.

People prize and pursue a lot of things: peer approval/good reputation, good grades, good looks, a college degree/good
job, good spouse, good car, good home, good vacations, good promotion. Wisdom/insight come first.

Practical question: how am I encouraging my children to prize and pursue God’s word?

Point 4: A godly father tells their children “wisdom is good for you” (4:10-13)
We’re back to father to son. Grandfather’s words have ended.
Hear, my son, and accept my words, that the years of your life may be many. —4:10

Son, accept = embrace God’s word and things will go well for you. Your life won’t be shorted by driving drunk, drug
addiction, stealing from the wrong people, etc.

I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness. —4:11
All paths aren’t equal.
When you walk, your step will not be hampered, and if you run, you will not stumble. — 4:12

The picture is progress impeded. You won’t have obstacles, won’t have tripping hazards. If you walk on the right path.
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Some driving routes are loaded with destructive potholes. Some driving routes are loaded with traffic congestion. Other
driving routes have good blacktop and uninterrupted driving. Which one do you want?

Son, don’t go down a path that will attach dreadful obstacles to your life (e.g., deceit/lying, gossip, unrestrained mouth,
laziness, substance abuse, adultery, etc.).

Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life. —4:13
Holding firmly to God’s word protects us from destructive obstacles. Instruction/insight/precepts/teaching/wisdom is life-
giving.
How is God’s word life-giving?
1. It’s transformative

God’s word is a supernatural book. It has the power to convert sinners and renew minds and change desires. God uses his
word to change who we are so we want and do the right things.

2. It’s protective
God’s word tells us what’s harmful for us. Stay clear of this or else. If heeded, God’s word saves us from immense harm.
What’s required of fathers here?
Fathers labor to convince their children that following God’s word is good for them.
Fathers point out the benefits of truth-telling, working hard, sexual purity, self-control, memorizing Scripture, etc.

Practical question: how am I helping my children see that God’s word is good for them?

Point 5: A godly father encourages their child to reject sin (4:14-19)
Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of the evil. — 4:14

“wicked” = people who habitually sin. “evil” = attitudes and actions that don’t conform to God’s word. Wicked people do
evil things.

Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on. — 4:15
When you see evil, keep on walking on the path of wisdom. Don’t stop to partake.

For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.
—4:16

Dad paints a bad picture of humanity. Sounds like “every intention...only evil continually” (Gen 6:5).
They have trouble falling asleep at night if they haven’t committed evil acts, if they haven’t damaged other people.
For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. — 4:17

They inflict harm on others (e.g., violence, theft). Like the school bully can’t live with himself if he hasn’t made another
child’s life misery.

You eat Doritos and drink Gator Aid. They steal and strike people down with baseball bats. These are bad guys.
4:18-19

Shining light in a dark world versus ignorance and stumbling. They don’t see the hazards. Or they see the hazards and
think they’re good.

Children, do you want to partner with them?
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What’s required of fathers here?

Fathers call sin sin. Fathers call the wicked wicked. Fathers point out the behaviors and people to avoid. Fathers labor to
help their children see how awful sin is.

Practical question: how am I helping my children to reject sin?

Yes, we want to be salt and light within the world. Not totally isolated. But we also don’t want our children under the
influence of people who will provoke them to forsake and disobey God’s word. Where is my child’s heart at? Is there
faith strong enough to withstand evil influences? If [ was convinced of my child’s biblical convictions, I could send them
to a public school. Case by case basis. Where is the heart of this child at?

Point 6: A godly father encourages their child to keep God’s word close by (4:20-23)
My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. — 4:20

Pay attention. Want to learn.

Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart. —4:21

Always keep God’s word in your gaze. Always keep God’s word inside you. Meaning wherever you go, bring God’s
word with you. The only way we can do this is if we memorize Scripture!

For they are life to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh. — 4:22
God’s words, are live-giving.
One finds wisdom because we’re not born with wisdom. Wisdom must be sought and acquired.

Life-giving in that we’re protected from the influence of the wicked. Life-giving that, when obeyed, God’s word gives us
a good reputation/crowns us with honor. The world normally appreciates honesty, hard-work, grace-giving speech,
humility, mercy, faithfulness, etc.

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. — 4:23

The idea is our life begins within, in the heart (thoughts, feelings, attitudes, desires, goals, loves, affections). How we
think, how we feel, what we want, what we care about dictates what we do, how we respond to God’s word. What we are
drives what we do.

So the heart needs to be guarded from evil influences. “vigilance” = a guard (the person) or the guard post (location).
“Keep” = watching over someone or something. Is worldly thinking getting in? Are evil desires emerging?

What am [ thinking? What am I feeling? What do I desire? What do I care about? Is my heart in line with God’s word?
Am I falling for evil influences?

We must continue to cling tightly to God’s word.
What’s required of fathers here?

Godly fathers challenge their children to keep God’s word close by. Godly fathers challenge their children to
memorize/remember/meditate on Scripture. Godly fathers warn their children to protect their heart from evil influences.

Practical question: how am I helping my children to keep God’s word close by?

Point 7: A godly father encourages their child to think about their ways (4:24-27)

Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you. — 4:24
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Fathers, we must challenge our children in how they use their mouths.

The idea is crooked/twisted speech that deviates from God’s word.
Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. — 4:25

Having understood the right path, the son must stay on the right path. Do not take your eyes off wisdom! Godly goals all
day long! Don’t be distracted by the enticements and influence of evildoers! Cling! Continue!

Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure. — 4:26
“Ponder” = examine/watch. Am I falling for evil influences?
If we cling to God’s word and reject sin, we won’t be tripped up and harmed by the influence of evildoers.

Teenagers, when your classmates/teammates/neighbors are going to drinking parties, stick to the teenager Bible study.
When they’re committing sexual immorality, wait for marriage. When they’re cheating on their tests/plagiarizing their
papers, do your own work.

Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil. — 4:27
Don’t turn from the path of wisdom. Hold tightly, keep loving her, reject evil, continue!
What’s required of fathers here?

Godly fathers challenge their children to think about the path they’re on. Where is my life headed if I continue in this
direction? Am I on the path of wisdom or something else?

Practical question: how am I helping my children to examine their heart?

Not once when they’re five and never again. Over and over again. Treat them like a believer after they’ve credibly
professed faith.

Conclusion

Proverbs four doesn’t talk about forgiveness of sins or eternal life. But there’s a lot of faith to be found. Faith that God
communicates to mankind. Faith that we need insight from God. Faith that things go good for us when we obey God.
Faith that sin ruins our lives.

What we learn in Proverbs four is that faith isn’t a one-time decision. Faith isn’t belief in some facts. Rather, faith is an
ongoing commitment to God. An ongoing conviction that God is good and his ways are good. Always!

If you haven’t chosen to follow Jesus, if you wouldn’t say I have forgiveness of sins and eternal life, I’d encourage you to
trust in Jesus and turn from your sins. Jesus died on the cross as a substitute, to rescue all who believe. The innocent
suffered (Jesus) so that the guilty (us) might be rescued from our sin. Confess your sins to God. Ask God for mercy on the
basis of Jesus’ death. Trust God forgives those who come to him through Jesus.

But I’m not simply asking you to make a one-time transaction. I’m asking you to shift your allegiance to a person: Jesus
Christ. To trust that sin is destructive and heinous. To trust that following Jesus is good for you.

Do you believe?



