
Sunday, June 28, 2026 
Genesis 14 (Captives and Conversations) 

Pastor Eric Dubois 

1 
 

The sermon 

Intro 

As we work through the life of Abram (later Abraham), we need to remember the promises of Genesis 12:1-3. 

God will make Abram a great nation. 

God will bless Abram. 

God will make Abram’s name great. 

God will bless those who bless Abram. 

God will curse those who dishonor Abram.  

God will bless all the nations through Abram. 

As we work through Genesis, God is keeping his promises. 

God’s promises reach their conclusion in Abram’s descendant, Jesus Christ. Whose priesthood bears resemblance to a 

priest we’ll encounter this morning.  

Body 

Passage Focus 

We’ll work our way through a battle, a rescue mission, a conversation, and a priest. We’ll wind up at the cross.  

 

READ 14:1-12 

Point 1: Lot’s capture (14:1-12) 

Four kings made war with five kings (14:1-2). The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were among the five kings. Recall that 

Abram’s nephew Lot settled in the well-watered land of the Jordan Valley where Sodom and Gomorrah were located.  

Backstory 

For 12 years the five kings served Chedorlaomer, “but in the thirteenth year they rebelled” (14:4). The five kings 

rebelled by refusing to pay tribute to Chedorlaomer and his allies. So long as they paid off the ruling kings all would be 

well and they would be safe from invasion. A year later, the fourteenth year, the four kings set out to do something about 

the rebellion (14:5). 

Before their battle with the five kings, the four kings defeated a number of cities and peoples, the Amalekites and 

Amorites included, as they proceeded towards Sodom in a north to south direction.  

War begins 

Chedorlaomoer and the three kings with him (with their soldiers) emerge victorious over the five kings. The battle begins 

at the Valley of Siddim where there’s numerous bitumen/tar pits.  

With the four kings emerging victorious, the forces of Sodom and Gomorrah flee (14:10). Some of Sodom and 

Gomorrah’s forces died in battle. Some attempt to flee. Some who fled fall into bitumen pits and are captured. Others 

escape to the hill country. As the spoils of war, Chedorlaomer and his allies acquire goods (weapons, clothing, etc.) and 

food (14:11).  



Sunday, June 28, 2026 
Genesis 14 (Captives and Conversations) 

Pastor Eric Dubois 

2 
 

Among those captured is Lot, who was living in Sodom (14:12).  

 

READ 14:13-16 

Point 2: Abram’s victory (14:13-16) 

One of those who escaped brought word to Abram (14:13-14). Abram’s aligned with an Amorite named Mamre and two 

others.  

God had prospered Abram such that he had 318 “trained men” in his household (14:14). To his employees/servants were 

born 318 “trained men” = men trained to use weapons and fight in battle.  

Abram and his forces (the 318) approach the captors at night, divide their forces, and defeat their enemy (14:15). The 

element of surprise. 

The rescue involves (14:16):  

1. “all the possessions” = the goods and food taken in battle. 

2. “Lot” 

3. Lot’s possessions. 

4. “the women and the people” = Lot’s herdsmen and their families. And the people of Sodom and Gomorrah who 

were captured.  

The picture is Abram’s returning with a lot of people and a lot of stuff. No pun intended.  

 

READ 14:17-24 

Point 3: Abram encounters the king of Sodom (14:17-24) 

The king of Sodom greets Abram after his recovery mission (14:17). Abram’s greeted “at the Valley of Shaveh” = east of 

Jerusalem. 

*We’ll skip Melchizedek for now.  

Encounter with the king of Sodom 

The king of Sodom makes both a request and an offer: “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself” (14:21). I 

want the people: the recovered captives. Don’t add them to your household. But you can have all my stuff: the goods and 

food.  

Abram’s response is interesting. Basically, I made an oath to God (raises his hand and makes a promise) that I wouldn’t 

take anything that belongs to the king of Sodom, not even a thread or a sandal thong (14:22-23).  

Why the oath? Because he didn’t want the king of Sodom to be able to boast, “I have made Abram rich” (14:23).  

Abram says all I’ll take it what my soldiers have already eaten (14:24). But my allies who battled with me (Aner, Eshcol, 

and Mamre) will get their share.  

Analysis 

This is odd for a number of reasons. 

1. Didn’t the stuff belong to Abram? 
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The king of Sodom lost the stuff in battle. Abram took the stuff the king of Sodom lost. Wasn’t it Abram’s stuff now? 

Abram gave 1/10th to Melchizedek, indicating the stuff was Abram’s to give.  

2. What did the king of Sodom have to boast about? 

I lost in battle. Then Abram defeated my enemies and recovered my stuff. Then I gave Abram the stuff Abram recovered. 

I’m the guy who made Abram. 

Doesn’t make sense. Shouldn’t the king of Sodom feel inferior to Abram? I lost to the guys Abram beat. Abram recovered 

my stuff. Interesting way to make someone rich. 

What’s going on here?  

Resolution 

Abram feels compelled to make a promise to God. We’re not told why.  

1. Maybe Abram has a firm conviction that blessing and victory come from God alone? 

God promised “I will bless you and make your name great” (12:2). Melchizedek declared God was the source of Abram’s 

victory. I can’t let this guy think he’s the source of my blessing. The glory must belong to God alone.  

2. Maybe Abram detects wickedness in the king of Sodom? 

13:13 said, “the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.” I don’t want to have any sort of alliance 

with this sort of man. 

3. Maybe Abram detects the king of Sodom attempting to gain some leverage over Abram?  

The king of Sodom might call in a favor later on. Remember that time when I gave you all that stuff.  

In the end, it would appear Abram has a firm conviction, so firm a conviction that he needs to make an oath to God. 

LORD, I won’t take anything from this man. Because I don’t want him boasting. Abram’s reason (s) aren’t revealed to us.  

Context suggests Abram doesn’t want to be aligned with a wicked man. And Abram doesn’t want to owe him anything in 

the future.  

Application 

What does this mean for us? 

I could have attempted to come up some principles for when you shouldn’t accept gifts from people. But we’d have to 

speculate Abram’s reasons. I don’t want to bind your conscience with speculation.  

But one thing we know is boasting in ourselves is wrong. And we don’t want to encourage others to boast in themselves.  

All boasting should be a boasting in the LORD. Never a boasting in man. Abram is determined to prevent the king of 

Sodom from having opportunity to boast. We should do the same. We Christians should speak of God’s blessing of 

spiritual gifts and abilities and prospering our labors and Christ in me, not how smart and powerful and clever and skilled 

and righteous we are. We speak of how great God is and how apart from Christ we’re nothing (John 15:5) and how God 

blesses us in Christ and through his Holy Spirit.  

We should speak of the providence of God and the empowering grace of the Spirit and the mercies of God in Christ. 

There’s infinite reasons to boast in God. Let’s speak well of God, not ourselves! 

Practical question: am I helping people to boast in God, not themselves? 
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READ 14:18-20 

Point 4: Abram encounters Melchizedek (14:18-20) 

Melchizedek 

1. King of Salem = king of Jerusalem. 

2. Priest of the one true God (“God Most High”). 

A priest before the priesthood. Before the Law of Moses. Before the nation of Israel. Minister for sacred things (e.g., 

animal sacrifice).  

3. Believes Abram is under God’s blessing. 

Because God told him?  

4. Believes heaven and earth belong to the one true God. 

Sounds like a monotheist. One God rules over all. Not gods of the sun, waters, etc. 

5. Believes that God has no equal. 

“God Most High” = God is superior to everything else that exists. In status and power. God is above mankind. Above the 

angelic realm. Above nature. Above the nations. Above the false gods of the nations.  

6. Believes in God’s intervention in human affairs (“who has delivered you enemies into your hand!”).  

God acted for Abram. God’s keeping his promises! 

7. Receives a tithe from Abram.  

1/10th of the victory spoils.  

How did Melchizedek know the one true God? Likely the knowledge of the one true God was passed down after the 

flood.  

Psalm 110 

READ Psalm 110 

David’s lord (Jesus), who’s distinguished from God (the LORD), will sit at God’s right hand (110:1). God tells Jesus to 

rule over his enemies (110:2). There will be a day when Jesus exercises his power and people worship him freely (110:3). 

Jesus is “a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek” (110:4) = there’s some correspondence between Jesus and 

Melchizedek. “priest forever” indicates Jesus will live forever and serve as priest forever (e.g., intercession).  

Jesus will shatter kings on the day he exercises wrath on the nations and the nations will be filled with corpses (110:5-6). 

After his victory, Jesus will drink (humanity?) and lift his head in victory (110:7).  

David’s Messianic Psalm linked Jesus with Melchizedek. The Hebrews author does the same.  

The Letter to the Hebrews 

Hebrews has much to say about Melchizedek. Hebrews alludes to Psalm 110:4 six times (5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 15, 17).  

READ Hebrews 5:7-10 
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Jesus prayed to the Father when he suffered. The Father heard. Jesus obeyed the Father when he suffered. It was through 

his obedience that Jesus was “made perfect” (5:9). Jesus had to be “made perfect” before he could be the source of our 

eternal salvation.  

In what sense was Jesus made perfect? Jesus had to experience suffering in human flesh and come out perfectly obedient 

in order to be qualified to be our substitute on the cross. Jesus was “made perfect” in that he fulfilled, completed the 

qualifications necessary to be our high priest. Obedience under the weight of suffering qualified Jesus to die in our place. 

God the Father affirmed Jesus was qualified by raising Jesus from the dead! 

The Hebrews author says salvation belongs to those who obey Jesus. In the Bible, Jesus’ words included, faith and works 

go together. You can’t have one without the other. There’s no one who obeys without faith. There’s no one with faith who 

fails to obey Jesus, even if sin remains in our lives. James says a faith that doesn’t have works doesn’t save (Jas 2:14) and 

“we all stumble in many ways” (Jas 3:2). We’re saved by faith alone. But the faith which saves isn’t alone. It has works.  

Jesus was “designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek” (5:10). What’s the relationship between Jesus 

and Melchizedek? 

Identity 

He [Melchizedek] is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 

resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. – Hebrews 7:3 

This raises some questions. Melchizedek has no father or mother. He didn’t have a beginning. His life never ends. He’ll 

remain a priest forever.  

1. Suggestions include the pre-incarnate Christ, an angel, or simply a human king.  

2. If literal, can’t be an angel because angels are created beings that have a beginning.  

Only God, Father, Son, and Spirit, have no beginning.  

3. Melchizedek isn’t the Son of God (Jesus), rather, he resembles (or is like) Jesus.  

4.  Melchizedek is portrayed as a literal human king of a region (Heb 7:1).  

The best explanation? In the Bible, we don’t hear about his parents.  We don’t hear about his death, etc. He’s a mysterious 

figure. The Bible doesn’t provide these details. 

*Like Jesus in that he’s both priest and king. Like Jesus in that his priesthood isn’t inherited by Levite bloodline. Jesus’ 

priesthood is outside the Law of Moses. 

Christ 

One of the themes of Hebrews is the difference between Jesus and the Mosaic priesthood. 

READ Hebrews 10:11-14 

Priests under the Old Covenant repeatedly offered animal sacrifices (10:11). These sacrifices didn’t take away human sin. 

When a person sinned, more sacrifices were needed. Over and over again. Sin means breaking God’s commands. Doing 

life our own way, not God’s way. 

Unlike the Old Covenant priests, Jesus’ offering of himself as a sacrifice for sin was one-and-done (10:12). Having sat 

down at the right hand of God, because his work was complete, Jesus waits for the day that he’ll fulfill Psalm 110:1, when 

his enemies will be his footstool (10:13).  

“For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” – 10:14 
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Unlike animal sacrifices, Jesus’ death did take away sin. Finished work is the key. The offering doesn’t need to be 

repeated (“single offering”). “he has perfected” = Jesus does the perfecting, not us. “for all time” = permanent effects. 

No one who experiences this perfection loses their perfection. “has perfected” = a past perfecting, not a future perfecting. 

The perfecting has already taken place. “perfected” meaning Jesus qualified us to experience the blessings of salvation 

(e.g., cleansed conscience, eternal inheritance; see 9:15). Jesus qualified us by overcoming the state of affairs that made us 

guilty and unworthy of salvation.  

The people who’ve experienced this past perfecting are “those who are being sanctified” = people who, because they’re 

indwelt by the Holy Spirit, are experiencing moral transformation. Both desires and behavior. Those with faith do 

inevitably obey, however imperfectly, because God is doing sanctifying work within through his Spirit. Obedience is the 

consequence of salvation, not the cause of salvation! 

Christian, by his death on the cross, Jesus has removed our sins and merited the blessings we experience in salvation. 

Faith in Christ should yield assurance of God forgiveness. Faith in Christ should yield assurance of God’s transforming 

work within. Faith in Christ should yield assurance of the world to come.  

Practical question: do I have assurance through Jesus’ death? 

Who experiences this perfection?  

Those who repent and believe.  

There is no way to perfect ourselves. There is no way for us to remove sin ourselves. There is no way to merit eternal life 

through good deeds because sin still remains. Our best efforts can’t remove our sin. Only the qualified man, Jesus, is 

worthy to take our sins away.  

What are you trusting in? Yourself? Or the finished work of Jesus on the cross? 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. – John 3:16 

Do you believe?  


