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The sermon 

Intro 

Have you ever experienced this before? 

God gives a promise. You understand what it means. You believe God will do it. You believe God’s able. But the 

obstacles seem insurmountable. You don’t understand the how. There’s competing thoughts going on within you. I know 

God’s able. But these circumstances seem pretty much impossible. When you look at God’s ability confidence grows. 

When you look at the dreadful circumstances faith wanes.  

You believe God will provide for your family. But how are we going to make it when we need to be out of this apartment 

in two months and I haven’t found a pastor job? You believe God gives peace to his people. But how can I not be anxious 

with this relational challenge, this illness, this costly equipment failure?  

We believe, but we don’t know the how. How is this possible? 

Abram believed. But he struggled with the how. The insurmountable obstacles made the promise seem impossible, even 

though God had already been keeping his word.  

Body 

READ 15:1-6 

Point 1: Continue to believe God’s word when circumstances say otherwise (15:1-6) 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 

shall be very great." – 15:1 

After Abram recovered Lot. After Abram encountered the king of Sodom and Melchizedek. 

God appeared to Abram in a vision. Extraordinary and spooky. Two assurances to quench the fear: 

1. “I am your shield” = I am protecting you. 

When Pharaoh took Sarai. When Abram went into battle to recover Lot.  

2. “your reward shall be very great” = offspring and land. 

Since Sarai, his wife, is barren (11:30), Abram has a question. 

"O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" – 

15:2 

How can I receive reward if I have no descendants? Abram repeats himself in 15:3. 

God assures Abram. 

"This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir." – 15:4 

God then encourages Abram to look at the sky and its stars (15:5). Abram, your offspring will be countless like the stars. 

It’s going to happen.  

Abram’s response? 

And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. – 15:6 
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Abram believed God’s promise. God counted that belief as righteousness. Meaning Abram’s belief made Abram righteous 

in God’s eyes. When God looked at Abram’s belief, God valued, God judged, Abram to be righteous. Without his belief, 

Abram would not be righteous.  

Abram trusted what God had revealed to him. And Abram was saved on the basis of a future atonement for sin that hadn’t 

yet taken place: Jesus’ death on the cross.  

Sinners move from guilty of sin and worthy of God’s wrath to forgiven of sin and heirs of God’s salvation through faith. 

It’s through faith that the merits of Jesus’ finished work on the cross and perfect obedience are credited to guilty sinners. 

Only through faith can the guilty become righteous in God’s evaluation.  

This is the system of salvation God’s established in his infinite wisdom. The guilty will come under God’s blessing by 

trusting in the work of another, Jesus Christ, not themselves. We can’t be saved by our own works. We can only be saved 

by the works of another, Jesus Christ. Our works don’t wipe out our sin. Our works don’t meet God’s perfect standard. 

They’re flawed. Jesus’ works of obedience met God’s perfect standard. Jesus’ finished work on the cross was worthy to 

wipe out our sin. The only way guilty, filthy, broken us can be judged righteous by the holy Creator of the universe is if 

the righteousness of Christ is credited to our account. God credits Christ’s righteousness to sinners who trust in Christ, not 

themselves.  

Imputation 

Theologians call this imputation. Adam’s sin was imputed to us. Adam violated God’s command, not us. Yet we come 

into the world sinners with a sinful nature. And we’re born with bodies that experience death. We share in Adam’s guilt, 

even though we didn’t commit the sin. 

Likewise, Jesus’ righteous works are imputed to those who believe in Jesus. Jesus perfectly kept the law and died on the 

cross. We didn’t. Yet, if we believe, we share in Jesus’ righteousness. Even though we didn’t perfectly obey the Father. 

Even though we didn’t suffer on the cross.  

Ongoing faith 

We shouldn’t think of this being Abram’s first act of faith, his point of conversion. Abram believed when he went (Heb 

11:8). In Genesis 15:6, Abram was continuing to believe God’s word. What we have here is ongoing faith. 

Abram’s scenario 

Here’s Abram’s scenario. God gave Abram a promise. Your offspring will be immeasurable. Abram’s circumstances 

screamed out otherwise. I have a barren wife. We’ve tried and tried to have children. It hasn’t happened.  

Abram’s struggling to believe how this promise can come to pass. How can this happen? Is where Abram’s head is at. So 

God repeats the promise. Despite circumstances that scream out this is never going to happen, this isn’t possible, Abram 

believes God’s word. God said it. That settles the matter. God’s word is bigger than my circumstances!  

Christian, is God’s word bigger than your circumstances?  

Ongoing faith 

Like Abram, we need an ongoing, God practical faith. What do I mean?  

One thing I’ve observed. Christians generally have no problem trusting in Christ for forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

They live like these are a done deal. On the other hand, the same Christian struggles to believe what the Bible says about 

other things. Practically we believe this, but not that. 
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We pastors can struggle to believe in the power of God’s word. We desire to see people converted. We desire to see 

people making spiritual progress. We desire to see people added to the church. But we don’t see immediate results. We 

think people will never change. People won’t be attracted to God’s word. So, practically, we conclude God’s word doesn’t 

work. So we look to other methods.  

In the end, we pastors need to trust what God’s word says: God converts people through his word (Jas 1:18) and we’re 

transformed by the renewal of the mind, renewal which happens through God’s word (Rom 12:2). It’s very simple. Not 

complicated at all. If I want to see growth and conversion, I need to give you God’s word. The Bible tells me God’s word 

does the work. Do I trust what God’s word says?  

For you, it might be something like I can’t be joyful. Or I can’t have peace in suffering. Is that trusting God’s word? What 

about “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Phil 4:7)? In Philippians 4, Paul says we’ll have peace if 

we pray with thanksgiving, if we ponder goods things (e.g., God’s word), if we practice God’s word. Is Paul wrong? What 

about the fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)? Peace and joy are in the list. If that’s what the Spirit produces in the hearts of 

born again people, and I’m a born again person, shouldn’t I expect God to work peace and joy in my heart?  

In the end, however hard peace and joy may be to come by, because circumstances or habits are pulling you in another 

direction, shouldn’t faith say I can have peace and joy? Do we trust what God’s word says? Our faith is tested when we 

lose a job isn’t it? Our faith is tested when the doctor says the word cancer isn’t it? 

For those of you going through hard things and retaining peace and joy, why is this so? Because you’re trusting God’s 

word. You’re trusting in God’s ability to do what he says he does. So you’re acting on that belief. You’re giving thanks, 

you’re praying, you’re meditating on God’s word, you’re obeying what you’ve learned. You’re trusting that God’s able to 

do in you what you can’t do on your own. You’re leaning on God. And he’s acting for you. So you mysteriously find 

yourself having peace and joy when circumstances say it can’t happen.  

Christian, we’re not promised countless offspring. But we’re promised a bunch of things. Do we trust what God’s word 

says about those things? 

Big picture: Faith doesn’t stop at conversion. Faith continues in everyday life. Keep your focus on God’s promises, not 

your circumstances.  

Practical question: am I continuing to trust God’s word in confusing circumstances?  

 

READ 15:7-21 

Point 2: Continue to believe God’s word because God is able (15:7-21) 

Abram’s first question related to offspring. Abram’s second question relates to land. Abram was promised a nation (Gen 

12:2). Nations need both people/offspring and land.  

"I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess." – 15:7 

God will give Abram the land. Abram has questions about how this is going to happen. 

"O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?" – 15:8 

God’s answer to the question is interesting.  

1. God responds by saying get some animals (15:9). 
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Abram cuts up the animals for sacrifice (15:10). Some scavenger-like birds come, but Abram drives them away (15:11) to 

keep the sacrifice online. 

2. God responds by giving Abram a vision (15:13-16). 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. – 

15:12  

Vision, not audible voice. Vision by deep sleep. A foreboding vision. A dreadful state of affairs awaits Abram’s offspring.  

God responds to how? by revealing the future.  

"Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they 

will be afflicted for four hundred years. – 15:13 

Abram’s offspring will possess the land, but not immediately. Egypt isn’t stated. But the Israelites will spend centuries in 

servitude in Egypt. 400 years is an approximate, not exact, number.  

But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. – 

15:14 

After the centuries of servitude, Egypt will be punished. After God brings judgment (i.e., plagues) on Egypt, Israel will be 

released. Israel’s servitude will serve their prosperity: they’ll come out with an abundance of possessions. 

As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. – 15:15 

Abram himself won’t possess the land. He’ll die in peace. He won’t experience servitude like his descendants will. God 

promised Abram, “I will bless you” (12:2). Servitude isn’t God’s plan for Abram. 

And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." – 15:16 

Abram’s descendants will come back to where Abram is right now: the land of the Amorites (14:13). But they’ll come 

back “in the fourth generation” = 100 years X four = 400 years. Ages were a bit longer then.  

“for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete” = there’s more sin for the Amorites to commit. Once the Amorites’ 

sin has reached its full measure (see Lev 18:24-28), God will act in judgment. God’s exercising patience with the 

Amorites, but there will come a time when God will no longer tolerate their wickedness. The people of Israel will possess 

the land by removing the Amorites, and others, from the land.  

3. God responds by establishing a covenant with Abram. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these 

pieces. – 15:17  

“these pieces” = animal parts. The “smoking fire pot” and “flaming torch” are moving on their own. Abram isn’t 

carrying them. God’s making them move.  

God is passing between the dead animals. In Exodus, God appears in the form of smoke and fire (Exod 3:2; 13:21-22; 

14:24; 19:18). Fire indicates God’s presence (e.g., burning bush). God appearing in fiery form foreshadows manifestations 

of God’s presence in Exodus.  

What’s the significance of God walking through the dead animal parts? God is formally ratifying a covenant with Abram 

by animal slaughter/ritual. The covenant is unconditional = Abram isn’t required to do anything to enable his offspring to 

possess the land. God will ensure the land promise comes to pass. In covenant, God binds himself to act.  
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On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your offspring I give this land, from the river of 

Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, – 15:18 

The extent of the land is spelled out. 15:19-21 detail the peoples who presently possess the land.  

Promises made in Genesis 12. Promises expanded in Genesis 13 (e.g., everlasting possession of the land). Promises 

established in covenant form in Genesis 15. 

Covenant definition: A structured relationship between God and people, initiated by God alone, whereby God binds 

himself to act in particular ways.  

Putting the pieces together 

God’s made promises to Abram about offspring and land. These promises are fulfilled in multiple ways. 

1. Ethnic offspring (Jews) will possess the land (Israel) in this age.  

From Abram will come the Jews. The Jews will multiply. When the iniquity of the Amorites is complete, the Jews will 

remove the Amorites, and others, and possess the land. 

2. Spiritual offspring (believers, Jew and Gentile) will possess the land (new heavens and new earth) forever and 

ever. 

There’s an earthly land promise. There’s an eternal land promise (Gen 13:15). There’s ethnic offspring. There’s spiritual 

offspring. Two types of offspring. Two land fulfillments.  

Application 

A lot is said about God here: 

1. God brings people to places.  

2. God gives land to people. 

3. God brings judgment on sinners. 

4. God rescues captives.  

5. God prospers captives. 

6. God enters into covenant with people. 

Putting these together, God is active. God acts for people. God acts against people. God makes promises. God keeps those 

promises. God Most High stands above his creation. Everything belongs to God. He can do with his creation as he 

pleases. The land is his. The peoples are his. 

If God can send a people to Egypt and rescue those people from slavery and bring them out prosperous, is he able to do 

for you what he’s promised to you? Christian, you should have a firm confidence in God’s ability. There’s many 

unknowns. Many things not revealed to us. But many things have been revealed to us in the form of promises. Like the 

peace I talked about earlier. What might stimulate your faith in God to increase? Perhaps an increased estimation of God’s 

ability.  

Big picture: We’re limited. God isn’t. Trust in God’s ability to do what he says. 

Practical question: do I believe in God’s ability to do what he promises? 

 

 



Sunday, July 5, 2026 
Genesis 15 (Believing When Promises Seem Impossible) 

Pastor Eric Dubois 

6 
 

Conclusion: New Covenant 

God’s redemption of sinful mankind unfolds in covenants. What’s promised to Abram is ultimately realized in the New 

Covenant. Which we’re about to remember/celebrate. Abram was told, “in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed” (Gen 12:3). That promise is realized in the New Covenant, which Jesus ratified by his death on the cross. It’s 

through Jesus, and only through Jesus, that forgiveness of sins and the indwelling Holy Spirit and eternal life = everlasting 

possession of the land come to us. In the New Covenant, Abram’s spiritual offspring get the land forever.  

Who experiences the New Covenant blessings? Those who repent of their sins and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. If you 

would say, I’m not born again, I don’t have forgiveness of sins, I don’t have eternal life, turn to God by trusting in Jesus. 

Trust that Jesus’ death is worthy is take away your sins. Trust that God credits Jesus’ perfect righteousness to those who 

trust in Jesus.  


