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The sermon

Intro

People have had bad experiences in Christian churches. Deacons removed by abusive, controlling pastors. Pastors
removed by abusive, controlling deacons. Fights about carpeting and paint. Musical instruments and music style. Fights
about what to do when adultery happened.

If that’s what shouldn’t be, what is the local church supposed to look like?

Some act like a church is supposed to be perfect people with zero flaws. Supposed to be people with the same age,
education, hobbies, income, and music preferences. Everyone has to be just like me. Some people act like the church is
supposed to be Burger King, “Have it your way.” The church exists to meet the desires of consumers.

Bad experiences and unbiblical expectations can hinder our perception of the church. Paul gives us a different vision:
meaningful relationships flavored by mission partnership with God-produced peace, love, and grace.

READ PASSAGE
Body
Passage Focus

Four observations from Paul’s closing remarks.

Point 1: Christian fellowship (or partnership) (6:21-22)

So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother and faithful minister in the
Lord will tell you everything. ** I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that
he may encourage your hearts. — 6:21-22

Paul’s imprisoned. So he can’t visit the Ephesian church personally. He’s sending Tychicus from Rome to Ephesus. Why?
To deliver the letter to the Ephesians. And to share details about Paul that aren’t contained in the letter.

I want to note five aspects of Paul’s fellowship with the Ephesians.
1. “So that you also may know how I am...that you may know how we are”
Tychicus will tell the Ephesians how Paul and his colleagues in Rome are doing.

Fellowship involves telling other Christians how we’re doing personally. Sharing our circumstances. How work is going.
How our kids are doing. How our health is doing. How our evangelism is going. And not just our circumstances, but also
our heart. Where I’'m encouraged. Where I’'m discouraged. Where I’'m joyful. Where I'm distressed.

Fellowship includes telling one another how we’re doing.
2. “what I am doing”

Tychicus will tell the Ephesians what Paul’s doing. How he’s using his time while chained to a Roman guard 24/7. The
letters he’s writing. The people he’s evangelizing. The people he’s discipling. Which people he’s sending. Which
churches he’s sending them to.

Fellowship includes telling one another what we’re doing.
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3. “Tychicus the beloved brother”

Tychicus is beloved. Beloved by who? Paul, Paul’s companions, the church he originally came from, and the churches he
visits for Paul.

Fellowship involves loving relationships. It’s not all business. Gospel partners care for one another.
4. “faithful minister in the Lord”

Paul considers Tychicus faithful. Paul trusts Tychicus to deliver the letter without damage. To not alter the letter. To
accurately relay how Paul’s doing and what Paul’s doing.

Fellowship involves discerning trust. Paul’s come to a conclusion. Here’s a guy I can trust. For fellowship to flourish,
trust is required!

5. “and that he may encourage your hearts”
Tychicus isn’t just dropping off a letter. He’s going to encourage the hearts of the Ephesians.

Our hearts may be lazy, discouraged, fearful, confused by Satan’s lies, self-centered, addicted to entertainment, etc. We
need encouragement.

Fellowship includes encouraging one another’s heart.
Application

Fellowship matters. We talk to each other. We share how we’re doing and what’s happening. We grow in affection and
trust. We learn to speak encouraging words.

We need these sort of relationships!

X-ray question: What can I do to deepen my relationships at Palermo Christian Church?

Point 2: God creates peace (6:23)
Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. — 6:23

What’s going on here is Paul’s both sharing his desire that they have peace and praying that God will provide them with
peace. It’s called a benediction. It’s what we close our services with. I read a few verses of Scripture where we’re
reminded of what we have in God while asking God to do the things he’s promised.

We’re talking about peace that comes from God to the believer. God’s the source of peace. God creates the peace.
Who is God? The giver/producer of peace.
What’s this peace God creates?

One way God creates peace is by saving sinners. God the Father rescues us from our sins by sending God the Son, Jesus,
to die in our place, bringing us forgiveness of sins and confident access to God in prayer (Heb 4:15-16; 10:19-22). God
also rescues us by making us alive (Eph 2:5), uniting us with Christ, and indwelling us with his Spirit.

In our sins, we’re alienated from God (Col 1:21), storing up wrath for the day of judgment (Rom 2:5).
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Romans 5:1-2 says:

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. > Through him
we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

When we come to God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection, not faith in ourselves, we find
ourselves having peace with God. The alienation and the hostility and the guilt and the uncertainty and the fear of death
and the fear of God’s wrath give way to hope. We’re reconciled to God meaning restored relationship. Through faith,
alienation gives way to embrace.

But here Paul’s speaking to people who’ve already experienced the peace that comes from saving relationship with God.

Another form of peace is peace with one another in the local church. Speaking to the Ephesian church, composed of Jew
and Gentile, Paul said this in Ephesians 2:14-16:

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 3
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of
the two, so making peace, '° and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the

hostility.

God created peace between peoples naturally at odds with one another: Jews and Gentiles. He did this through the death
of Jesus. While, in the church, God creates peace between diverse people, it’s our duty to maintain this peace already
created.

1 therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, *
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, * eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. — Ephesians 4:1-3

So here we’re told we need to make gains in humility and gentleness and love to maintain the peace God already created.
So what is it? We keep the peace or God keeps the peace? [PAUSE] It’s both.

God’s creates the peace. We maintain the peace. But what about Paul’s prayer for present peace from God? Well,
whatever character gains we experience ultimately comes from God. We maintain peace because God’s creating humility
and love within us by his Spirit. Peace is always a product of God’s work.

We make the effort to fight sin and gain character. But God changes the heart.
A third aspect of peace is peace inside the heart of the believer.

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. " And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:6-7

Peace of mind. Freedom from anxiety. Peace in the midst of distressing circumstances. Peace when harassed by Satan.
Application

The peace Paul wishes the Ephesians is peace in the local church and peace in the hearts of individuals. Even though
we’ve already experienced peace with God and one another, sin remains in our hearts. Which can disrupt the body. So we
pray for God to maintain peace by creating humility and love in our hearts. Even though we have peace with God through
the cross, our hearts can be distressed because we live in a fallen world where sin and sickness and death and suffering
reign. So we pray for God to produce peace where anxiety reigns. Going back to the gospel ( “gospel of peace” — 6:15) is
one way we recover peace when we’re distressed.
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Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever

is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. — Philippians
4:8

Thinking on the gospel is following Philippians 4:8. Gospel meditation beings us peace.

X-ray question: Am [ praying for God to produce peace (individual hearts, relationships) within Palermo Christian
Church?

Point 3: God creates love (6:23)

Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. — 6:23
Paul’s praying that God will create love in their hearts.

Who is God? God is the giver/producer of love.

What’s this love God creates?

Love for God.

Love for God’s word.

Love for righteousness.

Love for one another.

Love for non-Christians.

A husband’s sacrificial love for his wife.

AN NS

It’s a love that enables people in the same church to bear with one another and maintain the unity God already created.
What’s love?
We’re not talking about romantic love, lust, or physical attraction.

To love someone is to value them. To love someone is to have affectionate concern for them. To love someone is to be
committed to them, to bear with them. To love someone is to act in kind ways towards them. To love someone is to deny
yourself for their well-being.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast, it is not arrogant ° or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful; ° it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. ’ Love bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. — 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

This passage wasn’t written to address a man and woman going into marriage. It was written to a Christian church to
shape their interaction with one another. Not to say it isn’t good counsel to a married couple.

This sort of love protects a church from self-destruction. Joy in the truth protects us from embracing error. Not insisting
on our way protects us from being preference-driven. Refraining from envy enables us to rejoice when a brother or sister
experiences good. Believing all things, hoping all things allows us to view others in a positive light (see the good), or at
least to give them the benefit of the doubt.

What about faith?

Paul prays for “love with faith.” The idea is love accompanied by faith. Love and faith go together.



Sunday, July 13, 2025
Ephesians 6:21-24 (From God Fellowship)
Pastor Eric Dubois
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. —
Galatians 5:6

Faith has value. Circumcision and uncircumcision don’t. Why? Because faith creates/produces love. Paul’s saying faith is
at work when love is happening. Love follows faith. Faith is the driving force behind love!

So Paul’s praying our faith would swell so our love would swell.
How does faith create love?

In faith, I believe everything God’s word says is true. In faith, I believe the instruction in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 is good for
Palermo Christian Church. In faith, I believe this sort of love should be present in my life.

In faith, I memorize 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. In faith, [ measure my life against Paul’s instruction. In faith, I confess specific
sins. In faith, I remind myself of these truths when tempted to disobey them. In faith, I believe God can change my heart.

Gains can be made! In faith, I ask God to change my desires. In faith, I pray about these things daily. In faith, I trust God

will change me over time.

X-ray question: Am I praying for God to produce love at Palermo Christian Church?

Point 4: God gives grace (6:24)

Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible. — 6:24

What is grace?

Kindness freely given, not as a result of obligation. Unmerited favor. Blessing from God that we haven’t earned.
Grace in Ephesians

Election and predestination are acts of grace to be praised (1:4-6).

God’s lavish, over the top grace in forgiving our sins (1:7).

Making us alive, making us born again, is grace by which God saves us (2:5, 8).

In the future, in the new heavens and new earth, God’s grace is the kindness God will shower on us there. (2:7).
God’s grace to Paul in making him a preacher of the gospel (3:2, 7-8).

God’s grace in giving spiritual gifts to the church (4:7).

Helpful words we speak give grace to one another (4:29).

Nk wd—

God gives us what we haven’t earned. When God gives us these things, we experience God’s kindness. We can give grace
to one another through our helpful words.

Here it’s God’s grace to people who’ve already experienced and possess grace = more grace.
Love incorruptible

“incorruptible” is a word for immortality. The idea is our love for Jesus will never die because we’ve been made alive
(Eph 2:5) and we possess eternal life (John 10:28). Even if we haven’t experienced eternal life in full = glorified bodies.

Love for Christ is a mark of those who are truly saved.
If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! — 1 Corinthians 16:22

God’s made us alive by his Spirit, creating new affections for God. When a person’s born again, that person loves God
without exception.
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Application

Paul’s praying for people who already love God. People who’ve already experienced grace. Paul wants them to
experience more grace.

Grace can mean empowering grace: “I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is
with me” (1 Cor 15:10). Sometimes it’s sustaining grace in suffering: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). Grace through helpful words (Eph 4:29).

Prayer for present grace means Paul’s asking God to empower them for the work of ministry (Eph 4:12) and for God to
sustain them in suffering. This would include praying for God to provide more spiritual gifts.

We should be asking for present grace.
X-ray question: am I praying for God to give present grace to Palermo Christian Church?
Conclusion

I told you how our sin (breaking God’s commands) separates us from God. We remain under God’s wrath unless we’re
reconciled to God.

I’ve told you about peace with God that comes through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

How can you move from separated to reconciled? How can you move from hostility to peace with God? Through faith
and repentance. Turn from your sins by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Acknowledge your sin and confess it to God. Ask God for forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ death. Trust you’re forgiven
because God forgives everyone who comes to him through Jesus Christ.

Tell us if you believe.



