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The sermon 

Intro 

This morning we’re going to encounter two of the greatest questions in Scripture. One asked by God. One asked by 

Abraham. 

Faith is more than Jesus died for my sins and eternal life. These are critical. These truths give us confidence in the hardest, 

in the most confusing of times. These truths are critical to answering the two questions asked. 

But faith goes beyond the cross, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. There’s also faith in God’s ability to act for us here 

and now. There’s also faith that whatever God does, it’s the right thing to do.  

Body 

Passage Focus 

Two points about two questions. 

READ 18:1-15 

Point 1: God is able (18:1-15) 

Three men visit Abraham’s tent (18:2). We’re told from the outset that God is present (18:1).  

Abraham provides hospitality in a hurry. 

1. Water for drinking and the washing their feet. 

2. Bread. 

3. Under the tree = out of the sun.  

4. Sarah must make cakes quickly. 

5. Abraham quickly takes a calf and has a young man slaughter and cook it. 

6. Curds (= curdled milk = soft cheese, yogurt or butter, cream) and milk as well.   

Sarah 

A conversation outside the tent. Sarah’s inside the tent. 

The LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son." And 

Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. – 18:10 

Sarah overhears the conversation. One of the men is God appearing in human form. Sarah learns what Abraham learned 

last chapter: she’ll have a baby boy within one year.  

“Sarah laughed to herself” (18:12) = in her inner being, not out loud. "After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 

have pleasure?" is Sarah talking to herself, not out loud.  

The LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' – 18:13 

God knows what’s in Sarah’s mind.  

Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah 

shall have a son." – 18:14 

We’ll address “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” in a moment.  

But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid. He said, "No, but you did laugh." – 18:15  
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Overhearing the conversation, Sarah denies laughing. She laughed. She lied. Why did she lie? Because she was afraid.  

Lying often happens because of fear. Can you relate? We’re afraid of the consequences of telling the truth. So we lie.  

Sin (rejecting God’s commands) is irrational. God knew her mind. Why did she think she could trick him? Lying didn’t 

make sense. Sin never makes sense.  

“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 

“hard” = wonderful, amazing, extraordinary, unusual, beyond human capability.  

Sarah’s old. Abraham’s old. Both are past the age of having children. God makes a promise. Sarah thinks, “he must be 

joking!” God questions her: “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (18:14). Sarah doubts God’s promise. This is 

impossible. Can’t happen. Evidently, Sarah doesn’t yet understand God’s ability. Her theology is deficient. She doesn’t 

have a complete understanding of God. If she understood God better, she wouldn’t have laughed.  

This promise is unique to Sarah. Generally God doesn’t appear to us in human form and give us promises of having 

children when we’re too old. Anyone here have God appear to you in human form and eat a meal with you?  

Okay, how do we relate to Sarah’s doubt? First, we can doubt promises we find in Scripture. We might say with our 

mouths that God is trustworthy and the Bible’s 100% true, but there’s some disconnection between what we claim and 

what we actually/practically believe.  

We say we believe our Bibles. But we don’t actually believe God is able to change us. Yeah, God can change me. But he 

can’t change me in this area.  

1. God can’t enable me to love that person.  

2. God can’t enable me to forgive that person. 

3. God can’t give me peace at this time. 

4. God can’t give me joy at this time.  

5. God can’t give me self-control over my mouth. 

6. God can’t give me courage to evangelize. 

Yes God changes human hearts, but not my heart. We believe it intellectually, but we don’t believe it to be true for our 

own lives. Can you relate? 

Like Sarah, it might be an ignorance thing. We don’t believe because we don’t know our Bibles well enough. How many 

of you know that, for believers, “it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil 2:13)? 

How many of you know that, if you’re a Christian, God is working within you to change your desires and your behavior 

so that you want and do the things that that please him? If this is true and you believe it’s true for Christians and you 

believe yourself to be a Christian, shouldn’t you believe it’s true for you?  

The same could be said for trials, the goodness of God, the sovereignty/providence/rule of God. Life isn’t going so well. 

Is God really directing my steps (Prov 16:9; 20:24)? Life isn’t going so well. Is God really working all things for my good 

(Rom 8:28)? Circumstances seem to say otherwise. Jesus tells me not to worry about food, drink, and clothing (Matt 

6:31). But things look really bleak. Is God actually able to provide employment? 

Second, we can doubt God’s ability in general. The future is hidden from us. We don’t have a biblical promise of what 

will happen. But we don’t believe God is even capable (e.g., providing a close friend in the church). There’s a time to 

believe in God’s ability. And yes, there’s a time to submit to God’s will. But to give up beforehand is to deny God’s 

ability.  
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I can remember 10 years back I had a co-worker who wasn’t a Christian with a serious cancer diagnosis. I failed 

miserably and said little. Maybe once I engaged a slight bit and he turned it down? But I never gave a clear gospel God-

man-Christ-response and held out the hope of eternal life. He knew I was a Christian and made jokes. So yeah, maybe 

there was some fear of rejection? But I think the dominant impulse in my heart was this guy isn’t going to believe. It just 

isn’t possible. I was burnt out by gospel rejection. In part because my earliest disciplers coached me in what I’d 

aggressive, unwise evangelism. So I kept my mouth shut. And I still regret it. I believed in what’s called irresistible grace, 

effectual drawing, that God makes dead people alive, that God makes the unwilling willing by shining light in their hearts, 

drawing them to himself, that God opens hearts to heed his word, etc. But I didn’t believe God was able in this case. My 

theology didn’t match my practical belief. I didn’t believe what I believed.  

I didn’t believe God was able. Sound thinking would have been love this man and speak. Even if I can’t control the 

response. But I didn’t even try because my heart said not possible. Doubt led to inaction.  

As Christians, our confidence needs to be in God’s ability, not our own. If I focused on God’s ability to save, I would 

have had confidence to speak. But because God’s ability wasn’t in the picture, I kept silent.  

Genesis 18:14 tells us there is no circumstance where God says to himself, “I’d like to do that but I’m just not able.” If 

God desires to do it, nothing can hinder him. If God wants an old woman to give birth, God can do it. Yes, there’s a time 

to submit to God’s will. But there’s also a time to believe God can give me that job if he wants to. And to pray fervently. 

Trusting that God is able to do the impossible. If he desires to do so. It’s confidence in God’s ability that moves us to pray 

to God for great things. It’s confidence in God’s ability that makes me believe I can love that person well. Confidence in 

God’s ability means I’ll turn to God for help (illustration: the type of plumber we’d have confidence in). 

Practical question: where am I struggling to believe God is able? 

 

READ 18:16-33 

Point 2: God is just (18:16-33) 

God wonders whether he should tell Abraham about what’s planned for Sodom (18:17-19). God’s internal discussion 

reiterates God’s unique relationship with Abraham and the covenant promises.  

New is the fact that God chose Abraham, an idolater, for unique blessing. Abraham’s election was unconditional. Nothing 

in Abraham merited God’s choice. Abraham was chosen for a purpose: to urge his offspring to follow God’s ways (= 

righteousness and justice). Those who believe like Abraham will dwell with God in the land forever and ever.  

Sodom’s sin 

Sodom and Gomorrah’s sins aren’t stated. “outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah” = citizens suffering injustice 

shouting/crying for help, the righteous begging God to judge the wicked.  

The outcry is “great” = much crying/shouting. “their sin is very grave” = there’s a lot of sin happening (not a few 

isolated instances) and their sin is weighty = not common, ordinary, insignificant = serious level of sin. 13:13 called them 

“great sinners against the LORD” = an extraordinary degree of sin, A+ sinners.  

God’s going to investigate (18:21). God isn’t unaware. God’s described in human language, not literal language. 

Abraham’s intercession 

Abraham has a question: "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?" (18:23) 
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Abraham makes a distinction. Some in the land are righteous/innocent. Some are wicked/guilty. Abraham’s concern is 

that the righteous shouldn’t suffer along with the wicked.  

Abraham reverently asks some suppose questions. 

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty 

righteous who are in it? – 18:24 

Abraham believes the city should be spared for the sake of the righteous that live there. 

Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the 

wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" – 18:25 

Abraham isn’t troubled by the wicked being put to death. Abraham has a problem with the righteous dying. The righteous 

shouldn’t suffer because the wicked sinned. The righteous and wicked should fare differently! We’ll get back to "Shall 

not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" in a moment.  

God assures Abraham that he’s okay with sparing the city if 50 righteous are present (18:26). Abraham evidently has 

concerns that there’s less than 50 righteous in the city. He lowers the number from 50 to 45 to 40 to 30 to 20 to ten. 

Abraham has a low assessment of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham recognizes the Creator-distinction so he treads lightly 

saying “I who am but dust and ashes” (18:27). Abraham knows he and God aren’t on equal footing.  

God promises he won’t destroy the city if there’s ten righteous. The conversation ends.  

"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" 

God isn’t a local deity. Everyone is accountable to him. God is just. But would God be just to punish the whole city, 

righteous included, for the behavior of the wicked?  

“just” = the rightness of God’s decisions. Decisions rooted in God’s character. 

To believe that God is just is to believe that God never made a decision where someone was treated unfairly, wronged. 

That God’s never made a bad decision.  

Like Abraham, we have questions. Where do we question the rightness of God? Biblically we might struggle with hell 

as eternal conscious torment, election and predestination, why God permitted Satan to take the lives of Job’s children. 

Socially we might struggle with mass shootings and hurricanes. Personally we might struggle with the premature loss of a 

loved one. Or the horrific suffering a loved one endures. If we have a heart and we’re honest, I think we’ve all thought 

about things like why didn’t God stop the Holocaust earlier? Why did God create a world that would fall?  

I think there’s a bit of cultural conditioning that God is a bad guy that we need to overcome. I also think there’s a bit of 

shame about God within evangelical culture that we need to overcome too. We’re trained to be on the defensive. To be 

awkward. To be ashamed of God. To make excuses for God. I don’t think this needs to be the case.  

My answer? 

1. God is Creator.  

God can do whatever he wants with his creation. Everything belongs to him. That’s what it means to be God. So he’s 

Judge. He does the evaluating, not us.  

2. Human responsibility. 

Ultimately, humans are always responsible for the suffering we experience, not God. Whatever suffering we experience 

from the fall (death, decay, etc.) is a result of Adam’s disobedience. When there’s a school shooting, we have a human 



Sunday, August 2, 2026 
Genesis 18 (Two Questions) 

Pastor Eric Dubois 

5 
 

inflicting suffering on other humans. Why? Because they’ve rejected God’s authority. When God’s commands are broken, 

humans suffer. If everyone perfectly kept God’s commands, no one would ever suffer. It’s that simple. God’s commands 

are good for us! 

When we have a murder in the Bible, the Bible doesn’t place the blame on God. The blame is placed on the murderer. 

3. Hell. 

Hell is proof God cares about evil. No sin ever committed will go unpunished. The sinner who never repents suffers for 

their sins in hell. The sinner who does repent, their sins were laid on Jesus. All sin will be justly dealt with! Indifference to 

sin would make God not good.  

4. New heavens and new earth. 

God will one day establish a renewed earth where suffering is no more. Those who trust in Jesus will dwell with God 

forever and ever in a place without sin, death, and suffering. Those who persist in rebellion are held responsible and 

excluded. God ends suffering for those who respond to God correctly! 

Another question. How does trusting God’s justice affect us?  

1. Assurance of salvation. 

God was just when he punished Jesus in my place. God was just to be hot about my sin. God’s salvation in Christ is both 

just (our sins are punished) and merciful (the guilty go free). Jesus got wrath he didn’t deserve so I could get eternal life I 

don’t deserve. Because God’s just wrath against my sins is satisfied, I can be confident of God’s acceptance! Mercy 

comes through justice! 

2. God always deals well with me. Even when circumstances scream otherwise. 

I’m reminded of God’s just mercy on the cross. I’m reminded of a new creation where my suffering will come to an end. 

And I’m reminded that God is at work within me to set me free from sinful desires that bring suffering into my life. 

There’s proof God is against my suffering! 

3. Evangelism.  

If I have good reasons for trusting God’s justice, I’ll have confidence in evangelism. I won’t be ashamed of the Old 

Testament stories like the one we’ll encounter next week. I won’t be ashamed of hell. Rather, I’ll be confident God is just 

and right in all he does.  

Faith looks to the Bible for answers. Faith believes God has good reasons. Even if they’re hidden from us.  

Faith says what God does is right. God has good and wise reasons for all that he does. I’ve labored to help you see we 

don’t need to be ashamed of God. There’s plenty of biblical reasons to believe God is just. Confidence in God’s justice 

means I’ll trust him.  

Practical question: where am I struggling to believe God is just? Are the pastor’s four answers helpful? 

 

Conclusion 

God justly subjected his creation to death and futility when Adam broke the covenant. At the end of the age, God will 

justly sentence sinners who persist in rebellion to hell. 
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On the cross, because of his mercy, God justly laid on Jesus the iniquity of his people. At the end of the age, God will 

justly welcome those who’ve trusted in Jesus into the new heavens and new earth.  

God furnished proof by raising Jesus from the dead! 

How can I be right with God? 

Confess your sins. Concede your only hope of forgiveness is Jesus taking your place on the cross. Ask for God’s 

forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ death. Trust God forgives you. Because he forgives everyone who comes to him through 

his Son Jesus.  

Tell us if you believe.  


