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The sermon

Intro
God’s word isn’t exactly rated G. Certainly not this morning.

In the Bible God tells us who he is. His character. His attributes. His plan. His actions. When God’s acts in history, we
also get the human acts that precipitated God’s acts.

This morning, in my thinking, we probably have greatest concentration of human sexual debauchery in a single chapter of
Scripture in the entire Bible. Debauchery in three directions.

Body
Passage Focus

We’ll walk through the passage. Then I’ll close with an attempt to help us think about the gospel and homosexuality.

READ 19:1-11
A wicked crowd and a shameful solution (19:1-11)

God has left (18:33). The two angels remain at Sodom. Lot sitting at the city gate (19:1) might indicate a significant role
in the city.

Lot invites them to stay at his home, but they prefer to spend the night in the town square (19:2).

Because the town square may not be safe, Lot urges them to enter his home where they share a meal (19:3). Before they
could go to sleep, the house was surrounded by the men of Sodom (19:4). “both young and old, all the people to the last
man” = all the men of Sodom and multiple generations. Sons and fathers and grandfathers.

Why are the men of Sodom there? Because they heard two male visitors had entered the city and they want to know these
visitors (19:5). “know” = a euphemism for sexual relations. They want to engage in homosexual acts with Lot’s guests.

Lot courageously exits his home to address the crowd (19:6). To protect his guests. Then Lot makes a moral judgment: “/
beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly” (19:7). There’s a lusting mob at his home wanting to commit sinful acts
against his guests and Lot has the boldness to call his fellow citizens wicked. Lot always gets a bad rap. But would you
have the same courage to call your neighbors wicked and block their behavior? Just saying.

Then Lot makes a horrible offer.

Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you
please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof.” — 19:8

Note Lot has led his family in sexual purity. His daughters are of marriageable age and they re still virgins. Here’s where
it gets awful. Lot offers up his two daughters to the crowd to do as they wish. Lot gives his reason: “for they have come
under the shelter of my roof.” My obligation to my visitors is greater than my obligation to my daughters. Lot isn’t
loving his daughters. He’s hating them. He’s offering them up for sexual immorality. The sinners of Sodom have put Lot
in a precarious situation. Lot responds by putting his daughters in a precarious situation. It’s hard to us to understand Lot’s
greater concern for strangers than his own daughters.

"This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them."” — 19:9

The outsider is a bit self-righteous. Sounds like a threat they’re going to violate Lot.
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The angels intervene. Lot’s pulled inside and the door’s shut (19:10). The men of Sodom are struck with blindness
(19:11). A defensive measure. The angels don’t allow what Lot would have allowed.

Summary

A horrifically evil male population. The angels’ mission is just.

READ 19:12-14
Mission revealed (19:12-14)

The angels announce their mission: God sent them to destroy the city of Sodom. The reason? “the outcry against its
people has become great” (19:13). Shouts and cries within the city have been observed by God. Genesis 19 indicates the
outcry was in part because of violent, not consensual, homosexual activity. Ezekiel 16:49-50 indicates that Sodom’s sin
wasn’t limited to homosexual acts.

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but
did not aid the poor and needy. *° They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw
it. — Ezekiel 16:49-50

The people of Sodom thought much of themselves and little of God (pride). They were sexually immoral gluttons who
were in it for themselves and cared little for the needy around them.

The angels have also been sent to remove Lot before the city’s destroyed. Lot’s free to bring with him friends and family.
So Lot approaches the two men who were engaged to marry his daughters. Lot warns:

"Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.”" — 19:14
They take it as a joke and ignore the offer. Lot doesn’t approach any friends. Sound like he was an outsider.
Summary

Destruction is imminent. Lot needs to warn those closest to him so they can escape with him.

READ 19:15-22
Lot removed (19:15-22)

It’s now morning (did they sleep?) and Lot’s told by the angels to get his wife and his daughters and to get them out of the
city (19:15). Lot lingers, so the angels forcibly grab/remove him, his wife, his daughters from the city (19:16).

Now they’re outside the city, but not yet out of danger. They must get to the hills (19:17). No stopping or looking back or
they’ll be swept away with the wicked (19:17).

Lot acknowledges the kindness of the angels in getting him out of the city (“kindness” = same word usually translated
steadfast love), but he fears he can’t make it to the hills in time (19:18-19). Lot requests that a small city he can make it to,
Zoar (“little”), be spared and the angels grant Lot’s request (19:20-22).

Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” — 19:22

The angels can’t destroy the city until there’s confirmation Lot has reached Zoar safely. The righteous must be outside the
danger zone before God acts.
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Summary

Lot’s survival isn’t left to Lot. The angels ensure no destruction takes place until Lot’s in a safe zone.

God’s steadfast love isn’t mere affection. God’s steadfast love grabs Lot and removes him from the city.

READ 19:23-26
Mission accomplished (19:23-26)

Lot arrives at Zoar when the sun has fully risen (19:23). When Lot is safe, “the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah
sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven” (19:24). The LORD did it. A supernatural act. “sulfur and fire” = God
sent chunks of burning sulfur upon Sodom and Gomorrah from the sky. Burning sulfur turns into molten liquid as it
moves towards a blue flame that emits toxic gases. Brimstone is burning stone. Sodom and Gomorrah were burned up.
Scorched to a crisp.

” _

“those cities” = Sodom and Gomorrah.

“all the valley” = more cities than just Sodom and Gomorrah.

“all the inhabitants of the cities” = no one who lived in the valley survived. Only Lot and his two daughters.
“what grew on the ground” = no vegetation remained in the well watered land (13:10-11).

Lot’s wife violated the angel’s order and “looked back” = intent gaze, not a casual glance. “and she became a pillar of
salt” = physically transformed into salt by God. Jesus comments on this event.

Remember Lot's wife. 3 Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it. — Luke
17:32-33

Jesus believes this was a historical event. Don’t imitate Lot’s wife. Those who want to preserve their sinful lifestyle will
end up missing out on eternal life. They’ll experience the 2™ death in hell. Those who deny themselves and follow Jesus
and give up their sinful lifestyle (repent of their sins) will protect their life. They’ll experience everlasting possession of
the land.

Lot’s wife was probably a Sodomite. No mention of a wife before now. She didn’t want to give up the corrupt city that
God was destroying. Her heart was with Sodom. She didn’t want to leave.

Summary

This sinful culture had to go. Lot’s wife is a negative example. Don’t imitate her! Side with God rather than sinful
humanity. Two ways to live. Give up your sin and follow Jesus and become an heir of the promises. Or reject Jesus, keep
living in your sin, and experience God’s wrath in hell.

READ 19:27-29
Prayer granted (19:27-29)

Abraham looked down on the Jordan Valley and saw the scorched land with zero vegetation. Smoke ascended from the
scorched land.

God remembered Abraham — 19:29
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God had promised that Sodom would be spared if there were ten righteous people in the city (18:32). Evidently there
weren’t ten righteous to be found. But God granted Abraham’s request. Abraham was concerned that the righteous not
fare like the wicked (18:25). In the end, God agreed with Abraham’s assessment. The righteous didn’t fare like the
wicked. Lot survived.

Summary

Judgment accomplished. Evidently, there was only one righteous person within the cities. God rescued that one righteous
person, Lot, from the fire and sulfur. God did what was right!

READ 19:30-38

Infamous origins (19:30-38)

Explanation

Lot doesn’t stay in Zoar. He dwells in isolation in a cave with his two daughters (19:30).

This is a problem for Lot’s daughters. They have no access to a spouse. So they devise a sinful plan. We’ll get father
drunk and have relations with him and we’ll be able to have children.

Each daughter becomes pregnant and has a boy. These two sons from Lot wind up being the origin of wicked peoples
whowere repeatedly enemies of Israel.

Summary

Lot isolates himself and his daughters from society. Lot’s daughters devise a sinful solution. From Lot’s grandsons/sons
will arise enemies of Abraham’s ethnic offspring.

Responses to homosexuality

I want to talk about our response to homosexuality. The issue arises this morning. I believe it’s an issue Christian have
questions about. I believe it’s an issue Christians struggle with. So I want to help you think about it. I think we can go
wrong in multiple ways. We can be ashamed, silent, evasive. Or we can single out people, be tactless, be nasty.

In December 2013, Hillsong New York City pastor Carl Lentz was questioned about homosexuality by Katie Couric and
HuffPost Live (https://www.christianpost.com/news/pastor-carl-lentz-will-not-preach-on-sexuality-from-pulpit-refuses-to-
ostracize-people.html). Lentz insisted he would be silent on homosexuality for several reasons:

Jesus rarely spoke about moral and social issues.

Carl talks about what he’s for, not what he’s against.
Homosexuality is a private matter, not a public matter.
Public statements are insensitive.

Public statements ostracize people.

It’s not his job to be the judge and jury of other people.
7. He has a problem with people who yell without love.

AN S e

In short, Christians shouldn’t talk about homosexuality publicly.

In late 2018, Christian singer Lauren Daigle was on the Domenick Nati show and she was asked the question, “do you feel
that homosexuality is sin” (https://cbn.com/news/news/christian-singer-lauren-daigle-homosexuality-i-cant-say-one-way-
or-other-im-not-god)? Her response? “I can’t honestly answer on that, in the sense of I have too many people that I love
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and they are homosexuals. I can’t say one way or the other; I’'m not God. When people ask questions like that, I just say,
‘Read the Bible and find out for yourself. And when you find out let me know because I’'m learning too.’”

In short, I can’t give an answer because I know homosexual people and I love them. I can’t give an answer because I’'m
not God. I can’t give an answer because I don’t know my Bible well enough.

On the other side, there was Jerry Falwell, founder of Liberty University, commenting on the attacks of 9/11. After the
attacks, Falwell appeared on the 700 Club and said (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/sep/19/september11.usa9):

"The abortionists have got to bear some burden for this because God will not be mocked. And when we destroy 40 million
little innocent babies, we make God mad. I really believe that the pagans, and the abortionists, and the feminists, and the
gays and the lesbians who are actively trying to make that an alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, People for the American
Way, all of them who have tried to secularize America, I point the finger in their face and say, 'You helped this happen.

"

In short, God withdrew protection from America and permitted the 9/11 attacks in part because of homosexual activity in
our nation. Rather quickly, Falwell recanted and apologized, attributing the attacks to the terrorists alone.

Also in December 2013, Phil Robertson of Duck Dynasty fame was being interviewed for a GQ article
(https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-25444631). Robertson was asked about his understanding of sin.

“Start with homosexuality and just morph out from there,” he responded. Robertson proceeded to paraphrase 1
Corinthians 6:9-10: "Don't be deceived... Neither the adulterers, the idolaters, the male prostitutes, the homosexual
offenders, the greedy, the drunkards, the slanderers, the swindlers - they won't inherit the kingdom of God."

In short, when asked about sin, the first thing that came to mind was homosexuality. Then he quoted verses that said
homosexuals will be excluded from the kingdom of God.

Christian, respectfully give clear answers to honest questions. I get it. It’s hard to say, friend, your problem is rebellion
against God. But don’t be silent. Don’t single out one group of people. Don’t go straight to homosexuals will wind up in
hell. There might be times when a direct answer isn’t the wisest choice (e.g., at work). Some have honest questions. Some
want to shame you. Some want to fight. Some want to get you in trouble. Ask them if they really want to know and are
willing to have a private dialogue.

A few pastoral thoughts

One area where we Christians fail is whining about the sins of others and despairing about societal decline while failing to
examine ourselves. We should give far more energy to our own hearts and our own behavior than we do criticizing other
people and lamenting a sinful society.

Practical question: am I more likely to talk about how awful other people are or am I more likely to measure my own life
against God’s word?

Another problem is being nasty and hateful. Or even awkward and avoiding people. I commend those of you who are
willing to maintain relationships with homosexual family members. It isn’t Christian to end relationships because we’re
displeased or it’s uncomfortable. Live in the awkward. Don’t affirm sin. Show kindness to sinners. Maintain relationships.

Maybe some of you struggle with same-sex attraction? What will people think of me? Better to share with trusted people
in our church than go it alone. If we’re to be a community that’s growing in godliness together, we need to be able to get
help from one another. God saves people from sinful backgrounds and sinful desires. We should expect that some of us
will come from a homosexual background.
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Parents, have conversations with your children about sexual sin at a young age. Teach the foolishness and insanity of
sinful rebellion against God’s word. Make sin sound awful and foolish and destructive. Teach the virtues of God’s
commands, the beauty of the male and female marriage from a young age. Teach why we should be against sin. Teach
why we should be for God’s design in marriage. [ envision future parenting being coaching my kids to work with a
homosexual co-worker.

Gospel

The gospel isn’t stop being a homosexual. Stop having premarital sex. Stop stealing. Stop lying. Stop getting drunk. Stop
doing drugs. The gospel isn’t start being straight. Start working hard, etc.

Homosexuality, like every other sin, stems from a sinful nature and rebellion against God. A person steals because of
some combination of wrong desires, wrong thinking, and failure to trust God. Likewise, a person commits homosexuality
because of some combination of wrong desires, wrong thinking, and failure to trust God. The preeminent issue is their
stance towards God! Treat homosexuals like other sinners. Help them to see they’ve broken God’s commands, they’re
under God’s wrath, they need God’s forgiveness, there’s mercy to be found in Jesus.

The answer to homosexuality, the answer to premarital sex, the answer to lying is the gospel, the good news of salvation
from the penalty and power of sin through Jesus Christ. We need God’s forgiveness. We need God to make us new people
with new desires.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. —John 3:16

Homosexuals who believe move from death to life.

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, ' because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” — Acts 17:30-31

God commands all people, homosexual and straight, to repent. To turn from their sins and follow Jesus. Repentance is a
change of mind. A change of mind about sin. A change of mind about the goodness, the rightness, of God’s commands.

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" — John 7:38
Everyone, homosexual or straight, needs to be born again. Everyone needs a new heart with new desires!

Do you believe? If not, confess your sins. Acknowledge that your only hope of God’s forgiveness is Jesus dying on the
cross in your place. Ask for God’s forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ death. Trust that God receives all who trust in his
Son.



