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The sermon

Intro

Why do we need police officers and prisons and a military? Is there something wrong with mankind? If so, what is our
problem?

Will things always be this way? If not, how will things change?
READ PASSAGE
Body

Passage Focus

Point 1: Redemption accomplished (1:7-8)

In him we have redemption through his blood,

“In him”” means that it is in the person of Christ, and only in the person of Christ, that redemption comes to sinners.
We sing about our redeemer. What does redemption mean?

Redemption is a picture of salvation. Redemption is slavery language.

In redemption the slave is released from their obligations to their master when a payment is made. There’s a master ruling
over us: sin.

The payment made to secure a slave’s release is called the ransom.

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." — Mark 10:45
Redemption means freedom, liberation, release.

The great picture of redemption in the Old Testament was Israel’s release from Egyptian bondage.

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out
for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. — Exodus 2:23

Slaves groan. They cry out for rescue.

Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'l am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians,
and | will deliver you from slavery to them, and | will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of
judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God,
who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. — Exodus 6:6-7

God redeemed Israel by setting the slaves free. Redemption is an act of rescue. When God redeems us, we become his
adopted children.

“through his blood”

How does redemption come to sinful people? Through the blood of Jesus. Jesus’ death on the cross is the payment
required to redeem us.

“the forgiveness of our trespasses,”
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Redemption is equated with “the forgiveness of our trespasses.” What is forgiveness? Cancellation, pardon, release.
Being free from our obligations. Debts cancelled. Guilt removed. Punishment averted.

What’s a trespass? A fancy word for sin. A trespass is a false step. Taking the wrong path. Violating God’s moral
standards. Sin is a step in the wrong direction. Sin is a step against God. Sin makes us morally guilty before the holy God.
That’s why we need to be forgiven.

Christ’s blood & forgiveness
Let’s tie these pictures together.

Hebrews 9:22 says, “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” At the Last Supper, Jesus said, “for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matt 26:28).

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. — Hebrews 10:4

Israel’s sacrifices didn’t remove people’s sins. Israel’s sacrifices were a visible confession of sin that averted a breach in
one’s relationship with God. They kept the conscience clean. These sacrifices foreshadowed a future sacrifice.

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. *?

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, ** waiting from
that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. ** For by a single offering he has perfected for all time
those who are being sanctified. — Hebrews 10:11-14

Israel’s sacrifices had to be repeatedly offered. Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins was a one and done event. Jesus’
work is complete. The Father accepted his death as a payment for our sins. Theologians call this the finished work of
Christ.

His death was sufficient to release us from the guilt and punishment of every sin we’ll ever commit. His death was
sufficient to move us from guilty sinner to beloved child.

according to the riches of his grace,® which he lavished upon us,

Redemption, the forgiveness of sins, overflows from the abundance of God’s grace. Grace “which he lavished upon us.”
The idea is God’s grace is abundant. It isn’t stingy.

Think of God’s grace like a buffet where they have everything. Prime rib, shrimp, bacon, sausage, macaroni and cheese
with lobster, potatoes, salad, cookies, cheesecake, soft-serve ice cream, etc. Where they have so much food that all of it
couldn’t possibly be eaten. Much will be thrown away. This sort of buffet is over the top. It’s too much. That’s God’s
grace. Over the top. Too good to be true. Better than we could have dreamed.

Familiarity

We’re very familiar with these truths. I repeat them week after week. There’s a danger of growing dull and losing
gratitude.

So | hope to make these truths fresh in your heart.

Application

Do you ever groan over your sin? Are you angry/ashamed when you explode in anger and start to lose self-control? Are
you angry/ashamed because, in your heart, you really hate someone? Are you angry/ashamed when you fail to keep your
word? Are you angry/ashamed when you don’t really care about a co-worker and the fact that they’re going to hell? Are
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you ever angry/ashamed because you’re self-absorbed? Are you ever angry/ashamed because you’re doing something
that’s harming your marriage or some other relationship?

Are you angry/ashamed about the past? Maybe you were a drunkard? Maybe you said some really hurtful words to a
loved one you’d love to take back? Maybe you were a bully and did some cruel things to someone? Maybe you lied to a
friend? Maybe you failed to share the gospel and acknowledge Christ when questioned? Maybe you killed your witness
because of a cursing outburst? Maybe you did some things that harmed a local church?

Are you ever absorbed with guilt? God hears our groans. Our greatest groan is our own sin. We’re born with a conscience.
God’s law is written on our hearts so our thoughts, and our actions, accuse us (Rom 2:15). Guilt, shame, and groaning
over our sin is right and good. The opposite is a seared conscience, a hardened heart. That isn’t good. We want a feeling
heart.

Christian, when your sin makes you groan, what can you do? Remember the cross. Remember total, complete release
from the punishment our sins deserve. Remember God doesn’t treat you as you deserve. Remember God’s mercy.
Remember God adopted you. Live from confidence in total forgiveness!

If we’re honest, we all have regrets about the past. We can’t undo what we’ve done. So we groan. We can confess our sins
to God. We can apologize to the offended party. We can learn from our mistakes. We can repent and walk in new patterns
of life. But we can’t release ourselves from the guilt and shame we’ve earned. Only Jesus can provide release. Jesus gives
release when we trust him.

Christian, walk in full confidence God is for you because you’ve been released from the master called sin through Jesus
Christ. He’s heard your groans. He’s released you from every debt.

Non-Christian

Is your rebellion against God wearing you out? Is guilt and shame eating you up? Are you groaning over your sin?
There’s release in Christ. No one who comes to Jesus is worthy. Jesus welcomes unworthy sinners who want rest from
their guilt and shame.

Point 2: Rebellion subdued (1:8-10)
in all wisdom and insight ® making known to us the mystery of his will,

God has made “known to us the mystery of his will.” Mystery = a secret God has kept hidden. Will = God’s hidden plan.
The mystery God has wisely revealed to us is that all things will be united in Christ (1:10).

Certainty

| want to stress the certainty God wants us to have. There are things that we don’t have to wonder about. Total forgiveness
of sins. God doesn’t want us to wake up every day wondering whether or not our sins are forgiven. God doesn’t want us to
wake up every day wondering if Jesus is actually coming back to restore God’s creation. God wants us to have certainty.
So he revealed things to us.

Revelation

I also want to stress that God is a revealing God. God loves to reveal himself to us. God wants us to know what he’s done.
And why he did it. God wants us to know his plans for the future. There’s much about which we can be certain. God
didn’t leave us to figure things out on our own! We can have certainty! We don’t have to guess! We don’t have to create
our own purpose in life. We don’t have to make up our own ways of relating to God and being accepted by him. God’s
acceptance comes through, and only through, Jesus.
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according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ *° as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.

“according to his purpose” means on the basis of his good pleasure. God has revealed these things because it brings him
pleasure.

God’s purpose was set forth “in Christ.” Meaning that God’s plan is achieved through the person and activity of Jesus
Christ.

God had “a plan for the fullness of time” meaning God’s eternal plan has an end goal in mind. “fullness of time” means
the end of this age (literally “the fullness of the times”).

When the times are completed, all things will be united “in zim” = in Christ. The word translated “fo unite” could mean
unite/gather together, sum up, or head up meaning all things will be in subjection to Christ.

The idea isn’t everyone gets a 2" chance, all will believe at the 2" coming, and Satan will repent. That’s not the idea. The
idea is through the person and activity of Jesus everything will be set in its right order. Jesus acted as redeemer on the
cross to make his people worthy of the kingdom of God. Jesus is the coming judge who removes sinners and relocates
them to the lake of fire.

One day rebellion will be a thing of the past, sin will cease, war will cease, and everlasting peace will be ushered in.

Therefore [because Jesus went to the cross] God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, °so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ** and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. — Philippians 2:9-11

One day every being, in heaven (angels) and on earth (mankind) and under the earth (those in the grave), will bow before
Jesus. At the “fullness of time,” everything will be in subjection to Jesus.

Then [after Jesus’ coming and the resurrection of the dead] comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. % For he must reign until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. — 1 Corinthians 15:24-25

At “the fullness of time,” Jesus will put an end to all opposition. Angelic and human.
Summary
This language is admittedly confusing. The idea is:

1) God has had a purpose and plan from all eternity. Before Genesis 1:1.

2) God’s plan is accomplished through the person and work of Jesus Christ.
3) God’s plan encompasses the end of this age.

4) God’s plan encompasses both the heavenly realm and the earthly realm.
5) God’s plan ends with all things rightly ordered in Christ.

Jesus will set things right.

Application

We look out on our world. If we’re conscious, we see the wickedness, the suffering, the sadness. We see bad things.
National headlines on Tuesday (cnn.com):

1. Israel rescues 52-year-old held hostage by Hamas from tunnel during “complex operation” in Gaza.
2. Ukrainians have learned to live with power blackouts. But a cold, dark winter is looming.
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Flooding kills scores as Sudan grapples with civil war.

Russia targets cities and infrastructure in largest air attack since war began, Ukraine says.

5. Preacher wanted by FBI on sex crime charges (sex trafficking ring) evades Philippine police as followers resist in
dayslong standoff.

>

Local headlines (bangordailynews.com) on Tuesday:

1. Old Town man gets 36 months in prison for downloading child porn.

Chinese national charged following marijuana raids in central Maine.

Man allegedly tried to rob a Maine post office.

Mainer arrested as suspect in Pennsylvania slaying.

Trial starts for man accused of driving drunk and hitting pedestrian in Brewer.

gk~ own

People are crossing God’s boundaries. One of the things that the Spirit revealed to me before | believed was the
wickedness of man. It was 1999 and school shootings weren’t as commonplace as they are today. There was a school
shooting a month before | believed. | saw bullied students acting out in hate, taking the lives of fellow students. At my
college graduation, Al Gore spoke on the incident citing the need for faith in God to curb such atrocities.

God opened my eyes that something was wrong. If only people obeyed God’s word none of this stuff would ever happen.
The problem is rebellion against God! I knew I wasn’t obeying God’s word so I had no problem admitting I was a sinner.

Years later [ understand the brokenness of our world better. It’s not just the school shootings and the wars and the identity
theft and husband’s beating their wives. It’s the pride and the rebellion against authority and the selfishness and the hatred
and the jealousy and the lying and the greed.

It’s the idea that we’re free to live however we feel without respect for God and there will be no consequences. Our world
fails to submit to God and these are our headlines.

Jesus came to rescue sinners. Jesus will come again to put an end to this mess. One day everything will be set in order. All
rebellion will end. The wicked will go to the lack of fire and the faithful to the kingdom of God.

Christian, things won’t always be this way. God’s plan will be completed. All things will be united under Christ’s rule.
Police officers and prisons and the military will no longer be necessary. We need these people and these institutions
because people are rebelling against God.

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” — Romans 3:18

Friend, Jesus died on the cross to rescue sinners. To provide total, complete forgiveness of sins. Peace with God, a
cleansed conscience. Jesus will come again to restore our broken world. Will you bow willingly today?



