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Pastor Eric Dubois
The sermon

Intro

One thing I’ve heard is, “what do I say to God when I pray?” Or “I have nothing to pray about.” Or “I can’t pray longer
than two minutes.” So what should | say when | pray? What should | pray when we break into smaller groups during the
prayer meeting? Paul has some ideas for you.

Or how about this? I know that person’s a fellow church member. But I don’t know them very well. How should I be
praying for them? I’ve noticed the person that sits in the left towards the back. How should I be praying for them? Paul
has some ideas for you.

READ PASSAGE
Body
Passage Focus

We’re going to look at Paul’s prayers. These are things we should be praying for one another.

Point 1: Thank God for his work in your brothers and sisters (1:15-16)

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, ® 1 do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, — 1:15-16

Intro
If you’ll recall, the church is composed of:

1) Disciples of John the Baptist (Acts 19:1-6).

2) Jews from the synagogue (Acts 19:8-9).

3) Gentiles who practiced the magic arts (Acts 19:18-19).
4) Slaves and masters (Eph 6:5-9).

In some cases, you had a slave and their master in the same church.

5) There were wealthy believers (1 Tim 6:17-19) and widows without means to support themselves (1 Tim 5:3-16).
Paul’s writing to them approximately seven years after he left. Paul’s been keeping in touch. He’s heard good things.
Faith
He’s heard about their faith in Jesus.

Jesus spoke about a lot of things. He warned about a place called hell where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
He talked about sin. Breaking God’s commands, attitudes of the heart. He said that if you don’t believe in me you will
perish. Because of your sins.

On the other hand, Jesus promised blessings. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life for everyone who believes. If you believe
in Jesus, your “heart will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38). He’ll change who you are! He said that he would be
rejected and killed and raised on the third day. He said he came “to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). He
said that he would come again to judge the world and welcome all who believe into the coming kingdom of God.
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These are some of the things the Ephesians trusted in. They saw their sin. They saw their guilt. They understood the cross.
If you see your sin and understand the cross, turn to Christ in faith and repentance. Turn from your sin by trusting in
Jesus’ death and resurrection. And join yourself to this local church where you can love other people who believe.

Love

He also heard about their love for one another. Note diverse people from diverse backgrounds loved one another. As a
local church, they met regularly. They talked. They knew what was going on in each other’s lives. They prayed for one
another. They wept with each other. They rejoiced with each other. They helped each other fight sin. They helped with
financial and practical needs. They helped each other evangelize loved ones.

They were committed to each other. They had affection for each other. They acted for each other. This is Christian love.
Application

Paul sees the positive. So he thanks God. As we saw in 1:3-14, God is the source of every spiritual blessing we have in
Christ. When you see God at work in the lives of people in our church, give thanks to God. See the good. Don’t be a critic
only! Fight to see the good! Be balanced.

Is God producing anything good in this church? Do | have eyes to see it?

Point 2: Ask God for a greater knowledge of God (1:17)

Paul spoke of “remembering you in my prayers.” He was thinking about them. He was concerned about them. Familiar
faces from seven years ago came to mind. What did Paul ask God to do for them?

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, — 1:17

Paul prays that the God the Father will give them God the Spirit. Last week we learned they “were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit” when they believed (1:13). Don’t they already have the Spirit? How could they be given the Spirit
when they already have the Spirit? The idea is more of the Spirit’s work in their lives. Spiritual progress.

Paul wants to see “knowledge of him” = the Father. Paul wants them to know God better! “God, please help these
believers to know you better.”

Wisdom = the ability to understand God’s word and use it well in daily life. Christianity is practical!
Revelation = something disclosed, something made known. Something they don’t know they don’t know.
Application

The idea is a person gets converted. They believe in Jesus. They experience forgiveness of sins and peace with God.
They’re overflowing with joy. Their heart starts to change. They have a newfound sensitivity to sin.

But that doesn’t mean they automatically know how to honor God with their money. They don’t know that “elders who
rule well...who labor in preaching and teaching” are “worthy of double honor” (1 Tim 5:18). They don’t know that the
church collected funds for true widows (1 Tim 5:3-16). They don’t know that God provides the rich with abundance for
enjoyment and “fo be generous and ready to share” (1 Tim 6:17-18). They don’t know that the Bible commends
sacrificial giving (2 Cor 8:3), but also says giving “is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what
he does not have” (2 Cor 8:12). That Proverbs 22:7 says “the borrower is the slave of the lender.” They don’t know
Proverbs repeatedly warns against co-signing a loan (11:15; 22:26-27).
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Paul wants to see them grow in practical living.

Another thing. It’s possible for a Christian to read through their Bible and not understand what’s being said. Who grasped
“having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will”
(1:11) on your first reading?

How we understand God affects how we relate to God. A lack of knowledge might result in disappointment with God. We
thought he promised something (health, prosperity, ease) he never actually promised. A lack of knowledge might result in
not seeking God for help. God actually works self-control in people’s hearts? You mean I don’t have to live the rest of my
life with this awful temper?

Paul cares about knowledge. Getting the facts right. Getting doctrine right. Not for the sake of knowledge. No, for a better
Christian experience. Paul wants these believers to live the Christian life in its fullness. Our Christian experience will be
enhanced by acquired wisdom and knowledge. Our Christian experience will suffer for a lack of acquired wisdom and
knowledge.

Do you believe this? That’s what Sunday school and Sunday evening and the ladies study is for. To enhance your
Christian experience.

Is your Christian experience rooted in truth? Or is it more a mixture of truth plus tradition plus personal experience plus
personal preference? Paul wants their Christian experience rooted in Bible.

Point 3: Ask God for a greater knowledge of the hope that awaits you (1:18)

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, — 1:18

The Spirit shines light in the heart so that we can see life correctly. The Spirit does this by giving us eyes to see what’s in
God’s word.

If you find yourself reading the Bible this week and don’t understand what you’re reading, ask the Spirit to show you
what’s there.

Paul wants certainty, unshakable confidence: “that you may know.” Paul wants expectation: “the hope to which he has
called you.” Hope in the Bible isn’t wishful thinking. I hope it won’t rain today. Hope is something we’re anticipating.
Something we’re expecting. Something we’re waiting for. An engaged couple looking forward to their union in marriage.
They’re not hoping it will happen. They’re planning for it. They’re getting impatient. They want that day to get there. It
can’t happen soon enough. A kid waiting for Christmas or their birthday. How many days till my birthday?

Last week I highlighted this hope in Revelation 21:3-4. A world without sin and death and suffering. All threats and
causes of fear removed. All sources of pain and crying removed. Everything and everyone subjected to the rule of Christ.
No more rebellion. Just worship.

Do you long for this like a kid longs for Christmas?
“the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints”

Whose inheritance are we talking about? [PAUSE] God’s. What is God’s inheritance here? [PAUSE]. Yes, us. We get the
new heavens and new earth. We get bodies fit to live in the presence of God and the full manifestation of his shining
glory. God gets us. 1 Peter 2:9 calls us “a people for his own possession.” We’re what God chose to give himself. What
did God want for himself? Us. The saints. The church.
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We have value! Meditate on that!

Point 4: Ask God for a greater knowledge of God’s power (1:19-23)
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,

“immeasurable” = exceeds the limitations of the scale, an amount of power no scale can measure. “greatness” =
exceeding the standard of excellence, more power than would be needed. Taken together the idea is God’s power is SO
great and so sufficient that there’s no human form of measurement that could quantity the extent of God’s power.

God’s power is directed “towards us who believe.” God’s power is manifested in our lives (2:1-10).
Paul notes four ways God exercised his immeasurable power.
1. The resurrection
according to the working of his great might % that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead

God the Father raised God the Son, Jesus, from the grave. That’s power over death. Jesus was raised to an immortal body
that could never again experience death, separation of soul and body.

Jesus’ resurrection is the grounds for our hope of eternal life. The God who raised Jesus will do the same for all who
believe at the return of Christ.

2. The ascension

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, * far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

The Father seated Jesus in the heavenly realm at his right hand, the place of authority and rule. “far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion” = above the angelic realm, particularly fallen angels = demons. The terms rulers and
authorities are used later on in 6:12 to describe demons. The idea is Jesus presently rules (“this age”) with the Father over
the demons and every human being (“above every name that is named”). Jesus rules over all during this present age.
Jesus will continue his rule in the age to come.

3. Universal authority
And he [the Father] put all things under his [Jesus] feet

Literally “and he subjected all things under his feet.” Everything has been placed under Jesus’ feet by the Father. The
physical earth, the animals, the angels, mankind. Jesus possesses all authority today. In the age to come, Jesus will act as
judge, ending all rebellion.

4. The church
and gave him as head over all things to the church,

The Father made Jesus “head over all things [with respect] to the church.” Jesus is Lord of the church. Jesus gives the
commands. We follow. The church belongs to Jesus. Jesus can do with the church as he pleases.

The church takes its mission from Jesus. The church takes its structure from Jesus. Jesus builds his church (Matt 16:18).
Jesus empowers the church. Jesus protects the church. Jesus brings judgment on the church (see Rev 2-3).

2 which is his [Jesus’] body, the fullness of him [Jesus] who fills all in all.
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The church is Jesus’ body. The church is “the fullness of him who fills all in all.” Confused?

First, the church is “the fullness of”” Jesus. In what sense?

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” — Gal 2:20; “Christ in you, the hope of glory” — Col 1:27), indicate
we are indwelt by Jesus. So Jesus fills us. The people who make up the church are filled by Christ so we are his fullness.

Second, Christ is the one “who fills all in all.”
Jesus is the one filling “all in all.” Note the present tense “fills.”” Jesus is doing the filling right now.

Given Jesus fills us, we’re the first “all” = the church. We’re what Jesus is filling. The second “all” is the world. Jesus
fills “all” = the church in “all” = all places.

Big idea? Jesus is filling the world today in the spread of the church.
RECAP
Paul lists four activities that testify to God’s power:

1. The resurrection.

2. The ascension.

3. Jesus given authority over all things.
4. Jesus made head of the church.

The idea is, if God is able to all these things, what is he able to towards us = in our lives?

I can walk worthy of my calling. | can bear with these fellow believers in Palermo Christian Church with humility,
gentleness, patience, and love. | can use my mouth in an edifying way. | can forgive that person. | can overcome
enslavement to alcohol. | can love my wife. I can withstand Satan’s schemes.

These are things Paul commands later. These are possible because God’s power is without measure.
Conclusion

These are things a pastor does. Pastors give thanks for God’s work in the lives of God’s people. Pastors see the good.
Pastors see God at work in the good.

Pastors are thankful, but not content. Thankful, but not satisfied. They desire for more of God’s work in the lives of God’s
people. Not to mention in their own lives and in their own home.

Pastors desire God’s people to make gains in wisdom (godly living) and Bible knowledge (e.g., doctrine). Pastors desire
God’s people to make gains in hope (unshakeable certainty and expectation). Pastors desire God’s people to see their need
for God’s power and to make gains in relying on that power.

These are things a pastor prays. These are things we should pray for each other. On a Wednesday night. These are things
we should desire in our own lives. And in our church.

Summary

We don’t want to be an unbalanced, critical people. We must see the good.
We don’t want to be a stagnant, satisfied people. We want some discontent.
We don’t want to be a lazy people. We want effort, striving.

We don’t want to be an ignorant people. We want learning, Bible intake.
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We don’t want to be a hopeless people. We want to be confident, expecting, longing people.

We don’t want to be a defeated people. We want to be a people seeing our need for God’s power, seeking that power, and
making progress in godliness.

PRAY

BAPTISM

At this time we’d like those being baptized to come forward.
In Matthew 28:18-20, the risen Christ said this...

Baptism is first and foremost a command placed on the church. Baptism doesn’t save a person. In baptism, the church,
having done its due diligence, says we believe this person to have a credible profession of faith. We believe this person to
be a Christian. In baptism, the church obeys Jesus’ command.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter told the crowd, “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38). Baptism is an act of obedience on
the part of the one being baptized. According to Matthew 28, after a person becomes a disciple they need to be baptized.

In baptism, we see a picture of salvation. Being plunged into the water pictures burial, dying to sin. And rising up out of
the water pictures being raised to newness of life. What we call being born again.



