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The sermon 

Intro 

Application, putting truth into practice, connecting the truth to your life, isn’t just behave like this, don’t behave like this. 

Sometimes application is see life this way, don’t see life this way, feel this way, don’t feel this way, pursue this, don’t 

pursue this, remember this, don’t forget this, hope in this, don’t hope in this.   

This morning Paul’s not giving any commands. He’s helping us to process life correctly. He’s helping us to see who we 

are in Christ and what we have in Christ. Paul’s giving us theology before giving commands.  

Theology that brings hope and humility to shape our behavior. 

READ PASSAGE 

Body 

Point 1: Made alive because of God’s great love (2:4)  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-  

We were dead in sins. Lifeless. Unresponsive. Powerless and unable to respond to God’s commands. Alive, but spiritually 

dead.  

Being dead in sins, we followed the evil world system inspired by Satan.  

Being dead in sins, we lived in the flesh, ruled by sinful passions that produced sinful behavior.  

There was something dreadfully wrong with us. The world, the devil, and the flesh had our hearts.  

How did God remedy our situation? 

He “made us alive together with Christ.” Why did God make us alive?  

“being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us”  

A rich person has a lot of money. The picture is God has an abundance of mercy. Why this massive amount of mercy? 

Because of his “great love” for us. Did you notice this? God’s love drives God’s mercy. God shows us much mercy 

because God’s love for us is so great. Mercy flows from love.  

Christian, God loves you more than any human could possibly love you. His love is infinite. God’s mercy towards you is 

overflowing. It can’t be used up. 

“even when we were dead in our trespasses” 

In our spiritual deadness, God’s mercy towards us was overflowing because of the intensity of his love. So he “made us 

alive together with Christ.” 

2:4 corresponds to 1:4-5 

In love  5 he predestined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 

Christian, why did God predestine you? He loved you. Why did God make you alive? He loved you. Love moved God to 

predestine and make alive.  
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In predestination, God decides and makes certain a future result. How does God ensure without fail that those he 

predestined for adoption in fact become adopted = God’s children = saved? God effects what he predestined by making us 

alive! God solves spiritual deadness by making dead people alive. God uses the gospel to bring dead people to life. 

I’m in Christ today because God loved me before the foundation of the world. I’m in Christ today because on May 23, 

1999 God’s love constrained him to make me alive! I responded to the gospel in faith because God made me alive. 

Application 

How do I know God loves me? He made me alive. Is life hard? Do circumstances scream out God could care less about 

you? Are you made alive? If so, there’s proof God loves you more than you could imagine.  

How do I know I’ve been made alive? Am I following/trusting Jesus today? Do I delight in Christ? Do I love Christ? Is 

Jesus my Lord? Am I submitting to Jesus? Am I fighting sin with his help? Has God changed my heart? Am I a different 

person? 

Point 2: Made alive to live in victory over the world, the devil, and the flesh (2:5-6)  

What does “made us alive” mean? 

1. No longer dead in sins. 

2. Something in our nature changed. 

We’re no longer “by nature children of wrath.” 

3. We’re a new creation. 

2:10 says “we are…created in Christ for good works.” 

4. It means we’re saved. 

“by grace you have seen saved” 

Paul equates “made us alive together with Christ” with the words “by grace you have been saved.” Making a dead person 

alive is an act of grace. When God made us alive, we experienced grace. 

5. In short, “made us alive together with Christ” means we’ve been born again.  

Big picture? We were spiritually dead. In our helpless, lifeless condition, God, because of his love for us, made us alive 

by the Holy Spirit, giving us a new heart with new passions.  

and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

God acted mercifully in three ways: 

1. “made us alive together with Christ” 

2. “raised us up with him” 

3. “seated us in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” 

When God “made us alive” we were raised with Christ. At this time, we were “seated…in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus.” 

How were we “seated…in the heavenly places”? It’s happened to us, so it’s something we presently experience. But, 

we’re still down here on earth. So whatever this seating is, it has to be spiritual, not physical.  
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When Christ was “seated…in the heavenly places” what happened? 1:20 says the Father raised Jesus from the dead and 

“seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places.” At this time, all things, including the demonic forces, were put 

under Jesus’ feet (1:21-22).  

What does this mean for us? When we were made alive and raised with Christ, the demonic forces were placed under our 

feet. When we “were dead in in the trespasses and sins,” we followed the world, Satan, and the flesh. These powers ruled 

over us. We were under their feet. Having been made alive and raised with Christ, we no longer follow these forces of 

evil. Like Christ, we have risen above them such that we are “able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (6:10).  

These evil forces no longer have authority over us. We’ve conquered them through Christ! 

Union with Christ 

Paul is teaching the doctrine of union with Christ. Every spiritual blessing we possess comes to us through the person and 

work of Jesus Christ. We have become one with him, he dwells in us, such that his death, resurrection, and ascension have 

consequences for our quality of life right now! We’re no longer dead in sin. We’ve been born again. We’ve escaped the 

rule of Satan. 

These evil powers no longer control us. You’re not who you were! You have ability to overcome Satan’s schemes. We’ve 

been set free to live for God. 

Point 3: Made alive to display God’s grace forever and ever (2:7)  

Love moved God to make us alive. Were there any other reasons?  

so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

– 2:7  

The idea is God made us alive so that in the future ages to come (future periods of time), he would be able to display 

(show) the grace he exercised towards us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. God wants his grace to be seen.  

It wasn’t enough for God to know who he is. God wanted us to know who he is. It wasn’t enough for Father, Son, and 

Spirit to delight in one another. God wanted us to delight in his being and his works. 

I would suggest to you that history is God-centered. The past, the present, the future. Why? Because wanted to display 

himself. God wanted to display his power, his wisdom, his mercy, his justice. Why God’s plan of salvation before the 

foundation of the world? God wanted to display his perfections for all to see.  

In redemption, the forgiveness of sins, the removal of wrath, God has dealt with us kindly. In making us alive, God has 

kindly rescued us from the world, the devil, and the flesh. God’s kindness in and through Christ will never cease. God 

made us alive to shower us with kindness forever and ever! What is heaven? Showered with God’s kindness forever and 

ever! 

Past kindness, present kindness, future kindness. Is life hard? Do your circumstances scream God doesn’t care? Ponder 

God’s kindness in Christ. A settled conviction that God is kind helps us weather Satan’s lies. 

Grace 

What is grace?  

The general idea is kindness freely given, not as a result of obligation. Unmerited favor. 

In 1:5-6, we find that we were “predestined…for adoption…according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 

glorious grace.” God freely predestined his people for salvation (he wanted to) when he was under no obligation to do so. 
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In 1:7, we find that “the forgiveness of our trespasses” is “according to the riches of his grace.” God freely forgave us 

who believe (he wanted to) when he was under no obligation to do so.  

In 2:5, Paul equates being made alive with grace: 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved- – 2:5 

God making the dead alive is an act of grace. When we were dead in our sins, God freely made us alive (he wanted to) 

when he was under no obligation to do so.  

Grace is God’s free choice. Grace is God’s kindness to the spiritually dead. We’ve done nothing to merit God’s kindness. 

We’ve done nothing to merit being predestined (we weren’t predestined because of any good God foresaw in us). We’ve 

done nothing to merit forgiveness of sins. We’re not pardoned for any good we do. We’ve done nothing to merit being 

made alive. That’s grace. 

God’s grace is unmerited. God’s grace makes dead people alive.  

Application 

So for all eternity we’ll be a living display of the unmerited kindness we’ve been shown through the person of Christ and 

his work on the cross. We’ll forever celebrate God. God will forever deal with us kindly. The best is yet to come! 

This hope moves us to love God and live for him today. 

Point 4: Made alive to exclude boasting (2:8-9) 

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  

We’re saved by grace. Grace is the cause of our salvation.  

And we’re saved through faith. Meaning faith is the one and only means by which we can be saved.  

What is faith?  

Faith is trust in a person. The Lord Jesus Christ. God the Son in human flesh.  

Faith is trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ. Jesus died as a substitute, taking our place, suffering the wrath we 

deserve. Then he rose from the dead. 

Faith is confident expectation. That God will pour out his kindness on us forever and ever. 

Faith is conviction that Jesus is Lord.   

But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we 

proclaim);  9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved. – Romans 10:8-10 

Faith confesses Jesus is Lord. Believing Jesus is Lord, we submit to him. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  

What’s “not your own doing”? The whole concept of salvation by grace through faith. We don’t do the saving. God does 

the saving. Salvation is a gift. We’ve done nothing to merit God’s kindness in Christ.  

The spiritually dead sinner being made alive is part of the grace package (2:5). Being made alive isn’t our doing. It’s an 

unmerited, gracious gift from God! Elsewhere, Paul speaks of faith as a gift from God. Philippians 1:29 (“For it has been 
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granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake”) speaks of both 

believe and suffering as something God has granted to us. The faith we have was given to us by God: “not your own 

doing.” The verb translated “granted” is the verbal form of grace.  

not a result of works, so that no one may boast. – 2:9 

Salvation doesn’t stem from works. As if we could merit God’s forgiveness. We don’t rescue ourselves! Salvation is 

wholly of grace. Undeserved. Good works don’t earn salvation. Good works follow salvation. 

The moral do-gooder 

The world thinks we’re good people. God says we’re spiritually dead. Because the world thinks we’re born good, the 

world thinks we can earn God’s approval. God’s plan of salvation excludes every form of human boasting. 

What about that kind, hard-working, pleasant co-worker? That person you want to work with. Sinners do good things. 

Sinner are born with a conscience. God’s law is written on the heart of the sinner (Rom 2:15). When Jesus exhorts us to 

love our enemies, he acknowledges that even sinners love those who love them (Luke 6:27-28, 32-36). People who are 

dead in their sin can do acts of love. And this makes perfect sense. 

From the beginning, God created male and female designed to marry. From the beginning, God created male and female 

designed to rule over creation. We’re all designed for relationship. The man in particular is designed to work. The woman 

in particular is designed to nurture. When a mother loves her child, she’s living out her design. When a man is a solid 

employee, he’s living out his design.  

If they can love, are they dead in sin? Yes. The moral do-gooder struggles with sinful passions like selfishness, anger, 

jealousy, unforgiveness. But the biggest problem is their relation to God. They don’t do it from faith (“For whatever does 

not proceed from faith is sin.”) – Rom 14:23). The “good” they do isn’t done for God’s glory.  

Gospel 

The message of the gospel is humbling. It’s not a pat on the back. 

In the gospel, we’re confronted with the fact that Jesus is Lord and we’re not. We’re confronted with the fact that God 

doesn’t tolerate sin. We’re confronted with the fact that God will punish our sins on the day of judgment. We’re told 

we’re spiritually dead, following the world, following the devil, following the flesh.  

On the other hand, we’re encouraged to marvel at the mercy of God. We’re encouraged to look at the cross and find the 

answer to our plight as sinners. We’re encouraged to embrace Jesus as both Lord and Savior. 

Maybe you aren’t sure if you’re right with God. Maybe you’re aware your sins have separated you from God. If so, turn to 

Jesus today in faith and repentance. Bow before the Lord of the universe. Trust in his death on the cross. Marvel at God’s 

mercy. Be humbled. Love the Savior. 

Christian 

The gospel screams out humility. I was dead in my sin, enslaved to sinful passions, and by nature a child of wrath. But 

God intervened, making me alive. This is not my own doing. 

Now I can live from God’s mercy. Speaking the gospel of mercy. Showing mercy to those dead in sin.  
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Point 5: Made alive for good works (2:10) 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them. – 2:10 

“created” is a word for bringing something into existence. We already existed, but when God made us alive he made us 

new on the inside. We went from “carrying out the desires of the body and the mind” to “created in Christ Jesus for good 

works.”  

We were made alive in Christ. Meaning apart from the person and work of Christ, no one could ever be born again. 

Christ’s death made it possible for God to give us new hearts without compromising his holiness. Christ merited our being 

made alive! 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

This is fascinating.  

1. God made us new. 

2. God made us new for good works. 

3. God prepared good works for us to do long ago. 

This rings similar to 1:4. 

even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

Why did God chose certain people for salvation before the foundation of the world? “that we should be holy and 

blameless before him.” In other words, he chose us so that we would become good = “holy and blameless.” Seeing us in 

eternity past as spiritually dead, he predestined us to be made alive so that we would become what we were not: holy and 

blameless. God’s grace, in making us alive, achieves what was chosen in 1:4. 

Likewise, in 2:10, we see God making spiritually dead people new so that they will do good works.  

What does this mean for us? If we’ve been re-created for good works, we can do good works! There’s no fault in God’s 

design. We’ve been created for good works. Any fault lies in us, not God.  

The ability is there! There’s a battle to be fought. 

How does this work? Philippians 2:12-13 provides a clue. 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure. 

Having been made alive, God is at work on the inside. Exerting influence so that we both want to do what’s pleasing to 

God (will) and actually do what’s pleasing to God (work).  

If we’ve been created in Christ Jesus, there should be a confident expectation of life change. Do you get this? I can love 

that person! I can have self-control! I can have peace! I can have joy! God has made us alive! 

Conclusion 

Where there was once enslavement to sin, we’re now fitted for good works. Where there was once spiritual blindness, 

there’s hope of a life to come. Where there was once pride in our works, there’s humility before God.   


