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The sermon

Intro

We begin our Advent season. Advent means coming. Advent means someone important came: God the Son in human
flesh, Jesus Christ.

Why did Jesus come? The Bible gives a multitude of reasons. The reason we see today is speech. Jesus came to speak.
We’d be wise to listen. We’d be wise to follow what he says.

BIG IDEA: Jesus Came to Proclaim Good News
READ PASSAGE
Body
Point 1: Jesus Incites the Synagogue (4:16-30)
Explanation

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. — 4:16

“where he had been brought up” = hometown.
Synagogue

On the Sabbath day, the Jews would meet in the synagogue. The meeting included the reading of Scripture and the
exposition of Scripture (interpretation and application of a particular passage). The prayed too.

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 " The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, *° to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." —4:17-19

Jesus is standing. He’s handed a scroll containing the Book of Isaiah. Jesus unrolls the scroll and settles on Isaiah 61:1-2a.
Isaiah was talking about the promised Jewish Messiah.

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him. — 4:20

Having read his selected portion, Jesus rolls the scroll and hands it back to the attendant and sits down. In the synagogue,
the speaker stood up to read and sat down to teach.

And he began to say to them, ""Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 2> And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, *'Is not this Joseph's son?"* —
4:21-22

No problems so far. They like what he’s saying. Jesus said more than “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” “gracious words...were coming from his mouth” that weren’t recorded for us. We don’t get the whole message.

Some take “Is not this Joseph’s son? ” negatively. Others take it positively. Because the crowd is positive at this point, |
take it positively. They’re saying, how can such great speech be coming from Joseph’s son?
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The synagogue folks didn’t get everything Jesus was saying. In saying “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing” Jesus is claiming he’s the Spirit-sent, Spirit-anointed proclaimer of good news. Promises made have become
promises kept in Jesus Christ.

And he said to them, ""Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.' What we have heard you
did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well." * And he said, "*Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable in
his hometown. — 4:23-24

Jesus, being fully God, knowing their thoughts, tells them what they’re thinking. Jesus has done a bunch of mighty works
already in Capernaum (cast out demons, healed the sick, etc.). They want miracles in Nazareth. “Physician, heal yourself”
= prove yourself to us.

Jesus presumes rejection: “no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.” He knows they don’t believe. He knows they’ll
reject his message.

But in truth, | tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three
years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, % and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. — 4:25-26

In Zarephath, Elijah visited a woman and her son during a famine. They were down to their last bit of flour and oil (1 Kgs
17:8-16). The flour and oil miraculously lasted after they had “ate for many days” (1 Kgs 17:15). While Elijah visited, the
woman’s son became ill and died (1 Kgs 17:17-24). But Elijah prayed and the child came back to life.

And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian." — 4:27

Elisha instructed Naaman to wash in the Jordan river seven times (2 Kgs 5:1-15). Initially, Naaman was enraged, but he
washed and was healed.

Jesus provides two illustrations of God’s selective miracle-working in the Old Testament. In each case, it was a Gentile,
not a Jew, who benefitted from the prophet’s miracle.

When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 2 And they rose up and drove him out of
the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the
cliff. * But passing through their midst, he went away. — Luke 4:28-30

Jesus incites his hearers by rejecting their demand for miracles. God is free to do miracles wherever he chooses. Just like
in the days of the prophets.

Enraged, they escort Jesus to the top of a hill to throw him off it. It appears Jesus does give them a miracle. Surrounded by
the crowd, Jesus somehow escapes their grasp, walks through the crowd, and escapes.

Summary

Jesus wasn’t a people pleaser. He didn’t tell people what they wanted to hear. He didn’t do miracles on demand. Jesus
challenged the human heart. Did you know Jesus can be received positively while unbelief remains? He’s a good moral
teacher. Some of the stuff he says is good. Jesus can be respected by those who reject him!

So Jesus draws out unbelief. The synagogue goes from marveling to murder on a dime. Was Jesus a failure? Does Jesus
need counsel on how to evangelize? No! When you proclaim, you too might draw out unbelief. It doesn’t mean you failed.
Jesus wasn’t a failure!
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Point 2: Jesus Came to Proclaim Good News (4:18)

""The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
Jesus has been empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak a message.
What does “proclaim” mean?

To proclaim is to speak aloud. To communicate a message with our mouth. News reporters communicate the outcome of a
court case, election results, the weather, etc. In Luke 2:11, the angel of the Lord communicated, “For unto to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” To proclaim is to make something known.

But proclaiming isn’t just stating facts. To proclaim is to call for a response.

Evangelism is fundamentally verbal in nature. Jesus stated truths. Jesus called for a response to those truths. We follow
Jesus by speaking the truth and calling for a response.

“good news”

The Christian gospel, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, is good news. Gospel means “good news.” The gospel is
good news because there’s something dreadfully wrong with humanity, every one of us included.

“to the poor”

Here several classes of people are singled out as the intended objects of Jesus’ concern. In the Old Testament, we find that
God has a particular heart for the widow, the orphan, the sojourner, the poor (Zech 7:10). God is just so he doesn’t tolerate
those in power taking advantage of the weak.

This isn’t to say that the gospel isn’t for the middle class or the rich. This isn’t to say that poverty earns a person a ticket
to heaven.

Jesus didn’t speak exclusively to the poor. In the gospels, we find Jesus speaking to centurions, tax collectors, synagogue
rulers, the rich young ruler, etc.

Each of these classifications (poor, captives, blind, oppressed) becomes a picture of us: people in a miserable condition
that need God’s rescue.

A poor person can’t take care of themselves, can’t fix their problems. They need outside help.

The idea is everyone born into the world finds themselves in spiritual poverty. We need forgiveness. We need a new heart.
Christian, who were you? Spiritually impoverished. Who are you today? Still needy. Lies abound. Temptations abound.
Discouragement abounds.

I was poor. Now | am rich in Christ!
Words matter

Jesus healed the sick, cast out demons, raised the dead, commanded the wind, died on the cross, and rose from the dead.
Jesus did mighty works! But don’t discount the importance of Jesus’ words. Jesus didn’t come simply to do miracles and
die. Jesus came to speak!

Without Jesus’ words we’d know what Jesus did, but we wouldn’t know what Jesus did means for us. We need words. We
need the Bible. If we’re to understand Jesus’s works and relate to God correctly, we need words. Jesus came to speak!

You can’t have Jesus without understanding his words. You can’t have Jesus without trusting his words. You can’t have
Jesus without following his words.
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Point 3: Jesus Came to Proclaim Liberty (4:18)

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

“to proclaim liberty”

We can’t understand liberty without understanding captivity.

The word “captive” referred to prisoners of war. POW’s in Vietnam is the picture. Confinement, unsanitary conditions,
inadequate nourishment, isolation, physical and psychological torture.

Jesus came to speak liberty to the confined.
“to the captives”

Note Jesus didn’t literally barge into prison camps and set captured soldiers free. The captives Jesus came to address were
prisoners of sin. People shackled by the depravity of their own hearts. People ruled by the world, the devil, the flesh.
People dead in their sins.

Jesus proclaimed release from the power of the world, the devil, and our own sinful hearts.
Application
A POW is trapped, despairing, has lost hope. They need outside help.

The picture Jesus paints is we’re POWS. Jesus spoke rescue to the confined. Christian, who were you? A person shackled
by sin, under lock and key. Who are you today? A person released from confinement. No longer caged by the lies of
Satan. No longer ruled by sinful desires. Christ lives in us now!

I was a captive. Now I’m free in Christ!

Point 4: Jesus Came to Proclaim Sight (4:18)
He has sent me to proclaim...recovering of sight to the blind,
“recovering of sight to the blind”

Jesus did literally make the blind see. In doing so, he proved he was the promised Messiah (Isa 29:18; 35:4-6; Matt 11:2-
5).

On the other hand, Jesus spoke to the spiritually blind. “Was blind, but now I see” we confess when we sing Amazing
Grace. The idea is everyone comes into the world spiritually blind. We see things the wrong way so we love the wrong
things and want the wrong things.

Sight comes through the gospel. Jesus came to help us see who we are (poor, captives, blind, oppressed) and who he is
(God the Son, atoning sacrifice, forgiver of sins, Savior).

Application
A blind person can’t see what’s in front of them. Can’t see hazards. Can’t see the path.

Christian, who were you? Blind. A person who didn’t understand who you were, who God is, what your greatest need is,
how to do life. You didn’t see your sin and rebellion, attitudes, motives, desires. I didn’t even think about my sin. Who are

4
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you? A person who sees. A person who knows where forgiveness of sins and heart change is found. Sight is a good thing!
Biblical knowledge is worth your pursuit!

I was blind. Now | have sight in Christ!

Point 5: Jesus Came to Bring Liberty (4:18)
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

To be oppressed is to be broken in spirit by our circumstances. To oppress literally means to break in pieces, smashing a
piece of pottery. Figuratively, we’re like broken pieces of pottery because our hearts are broken by adverse, oppressive
circumstances.

In context, the Jews in Jesus’ day were broken by foreign domination. Israel was subject to Roman occupation and
taxation, they weren’t permitted to execute criminals, etc.

Jesus came to speak to people under foreign domination. People who longed for freedom.
Liberty here is release from Roman occupation.

Application

An oppressed person is despairing, losing heart, angry, longing for just rule.

Christian, who were you? A person crushed in spirit by the powers that ruled over you: the world, the devil, the flesh.
Christian, who are you? A person set free from the oppression of Satan. A person ruled by a good and liberating Lord
(Jesus).

On the other hand, the longing for freedom from oppression remains. We long for a new heaven and new earth where
predators will be no more. No more Taliban, no more online deceivers seeking to steal your money, no more home break-
ins, no more school bullies, no more death.

Point 6: Jesus Came to Proclaim the Lord’s Favor (4:19)
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor."

Jesus’ coming was a glorious time to be alive. What the people longed to see with their eyes, the coming of the long-
awaited Messiah, had dawned. Promises made were becoming promises kept in the person and work of Jesus. God the
Son had taken on human flesh and visited mankind.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. — John 1:14

The people of Jesus’ day would see Jesus heal the sick, cast out demons, raise the dead, still storms, die on the cross for
the sin of the world, and rise from the dead. And they’d get to be amazed by the wisdom Jesus spoke.

It was a day of blessing.
So what’s the good news?

Jesus came to speak to our miserable condition. The problem is we don’t see our condition correctly. So we don’t think
the good news is noteworthy.
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We think we’re fine when we’re not. We think we see when in fact we’re blind. We don’t see our sin so we don’t see our
need for forgiveness and heart change. We don’t see that we go after the wrong things: money, fame, praise, peer
approval, stuff, sexual immorality. We don’t see that we turn to the wrong things for comfort: drugs and alcohol,
entertainment, stuff. We don’t see the sin within: jealousy, greed, bitterness, hatred, selfishness, pride, rebellion. We live
in fear because we lack gospel hope.

We think we’re free when in fact we’re captives shackled and oppressed by Satan’s lies and our own desires. We think
we’re king of our lives when in fact we’re merely submitting to Satan. We don’t see that Christ is king and one day
everyone will bow before him. We think we can reject Christ and all will be well. As long as we’re not the worst of all
people alive. Friend, true freedom is liberation from the rule of sin!

Jesus came to rescue us from Satan and ourselves. By dying on a cross. So that if we repent and believe we can be
forgiven and have a new heart with new desires. Turn from doing life your own way by trusting in Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Follow Jesus by coming back every week and learning about the God who will rescue you more than you can
even imagine. Trust Jesus. Follow Jesus.

Conclusion

Jesus came to liberate the poor, the captives, the blind, the oppressed. Have you been freed? Christian, are you still needy?



