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The sermon

Intro

During Christmas season there’s a renewed interest in nativity sets and birth of a baby in Bethlehem a little over 2,000
years ago. For some it’s tradition, for some it’s doing what’s expected, for others it’s a reminder of our greatest hope, our
greatest need.

A great question to ask ourselves and others during this season is why did Jesus come? If we celebrate the birth of a baby
and enjoy the putting out the nativity set, what’s the point if we don’t know why Jesus came? Better yet, how should we
respond when we learn why Jesus came?

READ PASSAGE
BIG IDEA: Jesus Came to Seek and to Save the Lost
Body
Point 1: Seeking Jesus (19:1-6)
He entered Jericho and was passing through. — 19:1
Jesus is passing through Jericho briefly. Not staying the night.
And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. — 19:2
Tax collectors

Tax collectors were despised sinners, a stereotype of unbelief, because they were both a traitor and a thief. They were
private contractors who paid Roman authorities for the right to collect taxes. They were traitors because they worked for
the Roman Empire that occupied Israel. They were thieves because they charged more than required in order to keep the
extra for themselves.

Zacchaeus was rich because he was a thief. A likeable guy.

And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small of stature. —
19:3

Zacchaeus knew someone special was passing through town. He wanted to get a look, but he couldn’t because he was too
short.

Why was Zacchaeus seeking Jesus?

Luke doesn’t bother to tell us Zacchaeus’ motivations. Note, by this point, Jesus had made a massive name for himself by
healing the sick and casting out demons and even raising the dead. Jesus drew a crowd.

So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. — 19:4

Zacchaeus can’t see S0 he wants to get the best spot, like my wife at a Christmas parade.

“sycamore tree” = a big tree that reached as high as 50 feet tall with strong braches.

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "*Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at
your house today." —19:5

Jesus knows where Zacchaeus is and what his name is because Jesus is God (he’s omniscient) and he’s seeking
Zacchaeus.
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Jesus must invite himself to lunch (“7 must stay ) because Jesus came to obey the Father.

For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. — John 6:38

It’s something that must be done. A true divine appointment.

So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. — 19:6

Zacchaeus is excited. | get to spend the whole day with Jesus!

Application

The picture is a notorious sinner is intrigued by Jesus. Zacchaeus has to see him while the opportunity remains.

Zacchaeus isn’t held back by the fact that he’s a wicked man. He could have thought, Jesus won’t accept me. He isn’t held
back by the fact that he’s hated by his townspeople. He could have thought, nobody wants me here.

Do you want Jesus so bad it doesn’t matter how bad your sin is? Do want Jesus so bad you don’t care that self-righteous
people might be hesitant to welcome you?

Zacchaeus is a picture of person who’s determined to see Jesus.

Point 2: Criticizing Jesus (19:7)
And when they saw it, they all grumbled, **He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner."" — Luke 19:7

“they” would be the crowd. “grumbled” means they weren’t happy about Jesus’ decision. They complained. They
objected. They groaned and whined.

In their thinking, a holy man was supposed to avoid sinners like the plague, not fellowship with them. A shocking move
on Jesus’ part. Jesus is going against the grain. Doing the unexpected. He’s not trying to win a popularity contest. He’s not
trying to attract a crowd. He’s there to do the Father’s will ( “7 must stay at your house today”). Even if it means upsetting
popular opinion and hurting his reputation. Jesus wasn’t bound by people’s expectations. He was bound by the Father’s
will. Jesus wasn’t a people pleaser. He was on mission. That’s Christlike!

Application

Zacchaeus did wicked things. Overcharging people on their taxes for personal gain. No doubt people around town
resented him.

Are you messed up? Are there things you’ve done you’re ashamed of? Are there things you’ve done that would make
some of us “nice” church people blush?

If my kids could see some replays from 30-35 years back, they’d be shocked out of their minds. That’s my father? That
isn’t who my father is. That’s what God does. He changes sinners.

When interest in God emerged in my heart, | was the type of guy who would call my brother on Sunday morning to tell
him I wouldn’t be going to church because I got too drunk the night before and wasn’t feeling well. Did my brother share
this with the good Christian people?

I was a sinner and I had plenty of reasons to say I don’t belong in a church on Sunday morning.
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Maybe that’s you. I want you to know that every one of us who’ve come to Jesus had things we were ashamed of. | want
to assure you that if we Christians are honest with ourselves, if we know our hearts, there’s still sin we’re ashamed of. If
you’re a person saddled with guilt and shame, seeking Jesus is the right thing to do.

Christian, who are you? Are you Jesus? Are you willing to go into the home of a notorious sinners and share a meal with
them? Are you the crowd? Do you think that no respectable Christian would eat a meal with sinful people?

What are you more concerned about? Your reputation? What good Christian people will think? Or are you more
concerned about the sinner’s soul and speaking the gospel to them?

We imitate Jesus when we fellowship with sinners. We imitate self-righteous sinners (the crowd) when we distance
ourselves from sinners.

Point 3: Obeying Jesus (19:8)

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ""Behold, Lord, the half of my goods | give to the poor. And if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." — 19:8

We’re not told how Zacchaeus knew he had to do these things (conscience? Jesus’ teaching?). But somehow, he knew.

Note “if I have defrauded anyone of anything” is an admission. No self-justification. No excuses. No arguing. Just
specific confession of sin. He owns his sin.

To defraud means to bring false information and false charges for personal profit. Zacchaeus says, I’'ll make amends by
giving these people four times what | took stole from them.

And I’ll be generous to the poor. I’ll be a giver, not an oppressor. That’s what Jesus does. He turns oppressors into givers!
Repentance

The picture is repentance. Responding to Jesus with a change of mind which leads to changed actions. Zacchaeus is going
to start doing life differently.

In The Christmas Carol, Scrooge is a picture of repentance. A stingy, heartless miser who only cares about money, not
relationships (his affection for Belle, whom he was engaged to, dwindles because money rules his heart), not the financial
hardship of his employee Bob Cratchit (food is limited in the household), not the health of his son Tiny Tim (if Bob had
more money there would be funds for Tim’s treatment of a medical condition).

His eyes opened to his heartless slavery to money, Scrooge has a change of heart (he sees life differently) and he becomes
generous: food for the Cratchit Christmas meal, a salary increase for Bob, and a vow to contribute to Tiny Tim’s medical
expenses.

Both faith and repentance

Some of you might get a little squeamish about repentance. Repentance sounds a lot like salvation by works. If | start
doing good, I’ll be accepted by God. Some of you might get a little squeamish about salvation by faith alone. My life
doesn’t have to change. All T have to do is believe some facts about Jesus and God will forgive me. That doesn’t sound
like the new birth.

We can go wrong in either direction. In the Bible, it’s both faith and repentance, not either or. What happens in salvation
is we’re confronted with the Bible’s demands and we see that we don’t measure up. We’re guilty and there’s nothing we
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can do in our power to erase our guilt. Our “good works” cannot erase our sin. We’re not actually good people. That’s
why we sin.

In salvation, we see the cross is our only hope. We recognize we can only be forgiven if someone worthy (Jesus) takes the
punishment in our place. God is holy and can’t tolerate sin so he must punish sin. Every sin ever committed will be paid
for, either in hell by the sinner, or in the case of those who believe, our sins were paid on the cross.

So we confess our sins and place our trust in Christ’s finished work on the cross. That’s salvation by faith alone.

On the other hand, true faith repents. It’s not just believing some facts and a get out of hell free card. We see sin to be
heinous rebellion against a good God with good rules. We see Christ to be a good and merciful high priest worthy of our
affection. Understanding our sin and Christ’s sacrifice, we love Jesus. So we follow him.

Zacchaeus saw something was wrong (faith — I’m a sinner, I need Jesus) so he’s going to start doing life differently
(repentance — no more defrauding, generosity).

If repentance doesn’t happen, faith never happened. If there’s no faith in God’s promises, repentance never happened.
These two friends are inseparably connected.

Point 4: Sought and saved by Jesus (19:9-10)
And Jesus said to him, ""Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. — 19:9
Jesus declares Zacchaeus saved. “a son of Abraham spiritually” (Gal 3:9, 14, 29),

The gospel has taken root. Zacchaeus’ heart has changed. Zacchaeus has turned from his sin to follow Jesus. He’s going to
do life differently from now on.

Nobody wants to be around Zacchaeus. Why doesn’t Jesus share their attitude?
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”" — 19:10
“to seek”

“to seek” means Jesus is searching for, trying to find, looking for lost people. Like you might be on a quest to find a lost
remote, piece of jewelry, set of keys, wallet. Jesus went on a quest for Zacchaeus.

“to save”

“to save” means literally to rescue someone or something from danger. A fireman rescuing an unconscious child from a
burning building in the movies. Spiritually “zo save” means to rescue sinners from the wrath to come, which entails
forgiveness of sins and admission into the heavenly city where sin and death and suffering are no more.

“the lost”

Jesus came to save “the lost.” Who are the lost? Zacchaeus was one of them. Everyone ever born comes into the world
lost. The lost are all the people who haven’t been saved by Jesus. Non-Christians. Non-Christians move from lost to found
through faith and repentance. In the hymn Amazing Grace we confess, “I once was lost but now am found.”

Christian, what’s your identity? Found.
What does it mean to be lost?

The same Greek word is used of physical death (Luke 13:3, 5, 33).
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The same Greek word is used of God’s punishment of the unbelieving on the day of judgment. In John 3:16, the same
word is translated “perish.”

In Luke 15:4, the same Greek word is used of lost sheep. The lost sheep have gone astray, gone off course, left the place
of protection. They need to be rescued. Matthew 10:6 speaks of “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

In Luke 15:8-9, the same Greek word is used to describe a lost coin. “/ost” conveys the idea of losing, misplacing
something we own. An item separated from its owner.

In Luke 15:24, the same Greek word is used of the prodigal son.
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." And they began to celebrate. — Luke 15:24

In the story of the prodigal son, the son was “lost” in that he squandered his inheritance with reckless living (Luke 15:13).
When the son came to his senses, he confessed he had sinned against God and his father (Luke 15:18). “lost, ” in the story
of the prodigal son, carries the sense of foolish, sinful, destructive living.

Bringing the pictures together, to be lost is to be separated from one’s owner. We come into the world sinners by nature,
separated relationally from our Creator: God. The Bible calls the restoration of this broken relationship reconciliation.
When Zacchaeus repented, he was found. He was reconciled to God.

To be lost is to have gone astray. To have wandered in the wrong direction. To be unprotected from the devil’s assaults.
To be unprotected from the wrath to come. To be separated from the source of protection: God.

To be lost is to live like the prodigal son: foolish, sinful, destructive living.

In the case of Zacchaeus, he brought pain into the lives of others and they despised him for it. Like the prodigal son, he
came to his senses and repented.

Personally, | was lost. Separated from God. Doing life the wrong way. Bringing harm on myself and others. | was that.
Jesus went after me. Now I’m something different.

Conclusion
Christian, last week we learned that we were the poor, the captives, the blind, the oppressed.

Interestingly, Zacchaeus wasn’t poor. He was rich. Yet Jesus came for him. Jesus came for the spiritually impoverished.
The lost.

Zacchaeus wasn’t a prisoner of war, but he was a captive to sin. That’s why he defrauded his neighbors.

Zacchaeus wasn’t physically blind, but he was spiritually blind. That’s why he thought defrauding his neighbors was a
good idea.

Zacchaeus wasn’t oppressed. In fact, he was the oppressor, a man who used his power to steal. Here we learn that Jesus
came to save the oppressor too. Jesus came to turn oppressors into honest and generous people.

Today we see the antidote to the human condition is repentance. Jesus died on the cross in the place of sinners, offering
forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all. On the condition of faith and repentance. Jesus vindicated his claims by rising
from the dead.
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If you find yourself like Zacchaeus, intrigued by Jesus, it all begins with seeing yourself as lost. Turn from your sin, turn
from doing life your own way by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection. And you’ll be rescued from your sin like

Zacchaeus.
Jesus was merciful to Zacchaeus. God is merciful to those who repent and believe in like manner.



