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The sermon 

Intro 

Several weeks back Darryl read something about the pastor. 

“The pastor shall preach the gospel, administer the ordinances, watch over his membership, promote spiritual interests of 

the church, organize and develop its strength for the best possible service.” 

What jumped out to me was promoting the spiritual interests of the church. Not to say the others aren’t important. 

Watching over the membership and strengthening this service are on the agenda. But over the next four weeks I want to 

promote some basic spiritual interests/spiritual passions we ought to have. This week the Bible. 

READ PASSAGE 

BIG IDEA: Why Should I Want the Bible in My Life? 

Body 

Passage Focus 

10 points this morning. Get a bulletin. Take it home. Have these truths on hand. Reminder. I need to go to the Bible to get 

my heart right.  

 

Point 1: The Bible restores my soul (19:7) 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; – 19:7  

In the narrowest sense, the law is the Old Covenant God gave to Moses after Israel escaped from Egypt. The Old 

Covenant is found in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The law is a covenant. God established with Israel a 

structured relationship whereby God committed himself to act towards Israel in particular ways. Blessings for obedience. 

Curses for disobedience. The Law of Moses included moral laws, dietary laws, sacrificial laws, judicial laws.  

Sometimes the law is the first five books of the Bible.  

I’m using the law in a larger sense: the whole Bible. What’s said of parts of God’s word is true of the whole Bible: “all 

scripture is breathed out by God and profitable” (2 Tim 3:16-17). 

“perfect” has a sense of completeness and without blemish. The Bible is complete: sufficient for our salvation, our 

spiritual progress, our joy in God. 

Without blemish means the Bible is without error. It’s 100% true. Theologians call this inerrancy. The God who created 

the world by speaking it into existence oversaw the process to ensure that every word that men wrote was factual.  

“reviving the soul” = turning our inner being. “reviving” is the Old Testament word for repentance. Turning from sin and 

turning to God. The idea is the Bible moves us towards God and away from sin. 

Application 

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because it’s sufficient, without error (true), and it turns my inner being in the 

right direction: towards God. 

Do you want to turn your life around? Read some Bible. 
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Point 2: The Bible makes me wise (19:7) 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; – 19:7 

“testimony” = another way to say law. The law testifies to God’s being and, therefore, reminds us of God. When a person 

gives a testimony (tells about something God’s doing in their life), we’re reminded of who God is.  

“sure” = trustworthy, reliable, true. The Bible’s true because it comes from God. God knows himself. God knows who we 

are. God know how we ought to live if we want to flourish and not flounder. 

“simple” = the naïve, the unlearned, the person who wanders into danger because they don’t know any better. The Bible 

gives wisdom to those who wander into danger. 

Wisdom being ability to navigate life well. The ability to use knowledge in daily life.  

Application 

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because it helps me to do life well. There’s right and wrong ways to do life. 

Helpful and harmful ways to use the tongue. Godly goals and godless goals. How should I parent? How should I use my 

mouth? How should I use money? The Bible tells me how. The Bible gives us practical knowledge for daily living.  

 

Point 3: The Bible makes me joyful (19:8) 

the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; – 19:8 

“precepts” = another word for law highlighting the directions God gives us. “right” = straight not crooked = morally 

straight. God’s word steers us in the right direction. We go astray when we exalt ourselves over God, choosing to do life 

our own way. 

Application 

How is it that God’s precepts/orders bring joy to our hearts? When we learn God’s orders, we learn who God is. Knowing 

who God is brings hope. We also learn what life could be if we obey. Knowing what life could be brings hope.  

Another thing. We’re designed for relationship with God. The more we learn about the God we’re designed to do life 

with, the happier we’re going to be.   

Say you’re discouraged by something like lingering pain. Say I’m discouraged by lingering, costly equipment failure. 

When all I see is money lost, and I take a break and read some Bible I bring God into my circumstances. Hope emerges. 

Satan lies are quenched. And joy ensues.  

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because it brings joy to my overwhelmed, discouraged heart. 

 

Point 4: The Bible makes me see life rightly (19:8) 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; – 19:8 

The whole Bible is viewed as one document from one author. God’s word is “pure” = clean = uncontaminated = free 

from filth = without error = 100% true. 

The picture is, left to ourselves, we’re walking in darkness. We’re blind. We don’t know how to do life. We need God to 

shine light and show us the way. We need the Bible. 
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Application 

When we don’t have God’s commands, we’re doing life our own way. Which isn’t a good thing since the human “heart is 

deceitful above all things, and desperately sick” (Jer 17:9). Good news. God doesn’t leave us to figure out life on our 

own. He’s given us the Bible.  

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because the Bible helps me to see what life is all about. When I’m discouraged 

and want to quit or angry and want to do something rash or irrational, when I read my Bible, I’m reminded of how to see 

and do life correctly.   

 

Point 5: The Bible makes me fear God (19:9) 

the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; – 19:9 

David moves from descriptions of the Bible to an effect of the Bible. The Bible causes us to fear God. Fear meaning a 

mixture of reverence, awe, and fright. We respect God given he’s Creator and Judge. We’re in awe of God because he 

parts the Red Sea and tells the wind where to go. Even if our sins are remembered no more and God will never leave us 

nor forsake us, we tremble at the thought of the final judgment even if we know we’ve been rescued from it.  

“clean” = pure, undefiled. “enduring forever” = stands forever. The idea is “clean” and “enduring forever” are 

describing God’s word with fear (the effect) substituted for Bible (the cause). So David’s saying God’s words stand 

forever because the Bible is inerrant. Every promise will be realized. Every threat will be carried out. Nothing God says 

will ever be found to be untrue. 

Application 

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because the Bible makes me fear God. When sinful patterns are creeping in. 

When my heart is getting callous. When my guard isn’t up. When my attention is elsewhere, reading the Bible brings me 

back in line, reminding me to respect God.  

When tempted to do something foolish, asking the question, what does fearing God look like in this situation will protect 

us from a multitude of pains. 

 

Point 6: The Bible is true (19:9) 

the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. – 19:9 

“rules” = God’s judgments, legal verdicts. God renders his decision when he gives us “rules” = commands. God’s 

decisions are “true” meaning faithful, dependable, firm. Something we can rely on with certainty. God will do what he 

says because he’s reliable. He has the power to do what he’s promised. He doesn’t go back on his word. 

“righteous altogether” = whatever God chooses to do is right, just, the best decision. This is faith. When we read 

something in the Bible that might trouble us, faith says God is free to do as he chooses. God is good. God is wise. When I 

come across a hard truth, I don’t try to come up with a creative interpretation to get around it. I say it’s true and right. And 

I remind myself of the cross: Jesus died in my place. Which means God is holy (makes sure sin is punished) and God is 

merciful (pardons the guilty) and God is self-giving (takes the punishment himself in the place of those who deserve it).  
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Application 

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because it’s reliable. Because it’s true. Shouldn’t we want our understanding of 

God, ourselves, the afterlife, etc. to conform to reality?  

 

Point 7: The Bible is more valuable than gold and delicious food (19:10) 

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

– 19:10 

The idea is we should desire God’s rules more than we desire gold or honey. “fine gold” = refined, pure gold, the best 

gold. “drippings of the honeycomb” = fresh honey.  

God’s word is better than wealth. God’s word is better than the most delicious dessert.  

Application 

If you had the choice, would you rather have a gold ring or a Bible? If you had a choice, would you rather have your 

favorite pie, pudding, cookie, or open up your Bible for 30 minutes?  

There’s nothing wrong with having financial resources. There’s nothing wrong with enjoying food. The problem is when 

there’s no appetite for God’s word. You need Bible more than you need pumpkin pie! So you should value it more than 

pumpkin pie. 

If we value the Bible, we’ll open it at home, we’ll think carefully about what we read, we’ll strive to obey in the strength 

God provides.  

We’ll pay careful attention during sermons too! 

 

Point 8: The Bible discourages sin (19:11) 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. – 19:11 

God’s rules serve us. They warn us of dangers to avoid.  

A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich. – Proverbs 10:4 

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm. – Proverbs 13:20 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. – Proverbs 15:1 

God’s word tells us to avoid what ruins us. In David’s day, under the Old Covenant, obedience meant health, fertility, 

rain, military success, safety, etc. Reward indeed! 

What about us? The Proverbs are generally true with exceptions. Someone could be angry even if your answer is soft. But 

generally, things go wells for us when we follow God’s counsel. 

There’s other “rewards” like if we pray, ponder God’s word, and practice God’s word we’ll have peace (Phil 4:6-9). In the 

end, those who fear the LORD, those who repent and believe, will be blessed at the return of Christ. No more death, sin, 

and suffering. 
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Application 

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because the Bible protects me by showing me how not to do life. And because 

the Bible shows me whose reward (God’s not man’s) I should be seeking. 

 

Point 9: The Bible drives me to seek God’s help (19:12-14) 

Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. – 19:12 

The idea is we’re slow to see our sin. Our sins are hidden from us. David’s saying, “Lord, forgive me for the sin I commit 

that I have no knowledge of.” 

Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, 

and innocent of great transgression. – 19:13 

“presumptuous sins” are arrogant sins, defiant sins. But if God restrains (“keep back”) David from defiant sin, David will 

be “blameless” in his conduct “and innocent of great transgression” = serious sin. 

Some sins are hidden: sins of ignorance. Some sins are presumptuous, arrogant, defiant. Defiant sin is “great 

transgression,” more serious than, hidden sins. There’s a difference between a Christian gossiping when they’ve never 

been instructed on gossiping and a Christian getting drunk when they’ve been instructed on drunkenness. Defiantly doing 

what you know to be wrong is worse than doing something wrong that you don’t know is wrong.  

David says help me to obey what I know and forgive me for the sins I’m ignorant of. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my 

redeemer. – 19:14 

David wants to live a life (words and thoughts) that is pleasing to God. LORD, help me to live pleasing to you. 

Application 

My point is this is the attitude the Bible stimulates.  

Why should I want the Bible in my life? Because the Bible alerts me to hidden sins, warns me about defiant sin, provokes 

me to seek God’s help in fighting sin, and tunes my heart to want to live pleasing to God. 

 

Point 10: A pastoral plea 

I’ve attempted to use Bible to promote a passion in you for Bible. I want to make a plea for Sunday school.  

Sunday school 

If you were to ask me what meetings I would like to see you at, I’d say number one is the 9am service. Number two is 

Sunday school.  

What’s the point of Sunday school? More Bible where you can ask questions and get clarification and go deeper. Sunday 

school might be working through a Bible book verse by verse (Isaiah) or topical applied theology (The Fear of the Lord). 

Two main goals are helping you to be able to interpret the Bible yourselves. And to help you to connect the Bible with 

your lives. Every believer should know theology (study of God). Every believer should be a practical theologian. 
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We’ve seen the Bible is good for us. We’ve been encouraged to desire the Bible. If we desire the Bible, wouldn’t we want 

to stay for Sunday school? 

In the local church, God has gifted people to teach. It’s more than just reading my Bible at home. It’s also having the 

Bible taught to us by those God has gifted to teach. God’s design, not mine. 

Are you skipping Sunday school because it’s unhelpful? Too complicated? I can’t understand it. Too basic? Nothing more 

than surface level. Too theoretical? Truth not connected to life. Maybe it’s that people disagree in Sunday school and you 

leave confused? If you have concerns about Sunday school, talk to me. Sunday school, like other areas in this church, can 

improve.  

Sunday school exists to go deeper than the sermon. In Sunday school, we can cover things like the fear of God and 

presumptuous sins in a greater depth.  

More Bible = better life. Less Bible = lesser life. Consider Sunday staying for Sunday school.  

Pray about it. God, do you want me to stay for Sunday school? Ask yourselves, why don’t I want Sunday school? God, 

show me my motives.  

Non-Christian 

We’ve talked about the Bible. The Bible means God has communicated to us. We’ve learned about sin. Sin is doing life 

our own way, not God’s way. Sin separates us from God. 

God acted to rescue us from sin by sending Jesus to die on the cross. On the cross God treated Jesus like he lived our 

sinful life. If we trust in Jesus, God treats us like we lived Jesus’ perfect life.  

How can I, a sinner, be right with a holy God? By turning from sin by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Let us 

know if you believe. And keep coming back week after week to learn about God. 


